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"For,  if  such  holy  song 
Enwrap  our  fancy  long, 

Time  will  run  back  and  fetch  the  age  of  gold ; 
And  speckled  vanity 
Will  sicken  soon  and  die, 

And  leprous  sin  will  melt  from  earthly  mould ; 
And  hell  itself  will  pass  away, 
And  leave  her  dolorous  mansions  to  the  peering  day. 

Yea,  truth  and  justice  then 
Will  down  return  to  men, 

Orb'd  in  a  rainbow;  and,  like  glories  wearing, 
Mercy  will  sit  between. 
Throned  in  celestial  sheen. 

With  radiant  feet  the  tissued  clouds  down  steering; 
And  heaven,  as  at  some  festival. 
Will  open  wide  the  gates  of  her  high  palace  hall." 

Milton. 


CHAPTER    I 

A   NEW   FACTOR   IN   RELIGION 

"The  old  order  changeth,  yielding  place  to  new, 
And  God  fulfils  Himself  in  many  ways, 
Lest  one  good  custom  should  corrupt  the  world." 

Tennyson. 

"New  occasions  teach  new  duties; 
Time  makes  ancient  good  uncouth ; 
They  must  upward  still,   and  onward, 
Who  would  keep  abreast  of  Truth ; 
Lo,  before  us  gleam  her  camp-fires  I 
We  ourselves  must  Pilgrims  be, 
Launch  our  Mayflower,   and  steer  boldly 
Through  the  desperate  winter  sea, 
Nor  attempt  the  Future's  portal 
With  the  Past's  blood-rusted  key." 

James  Russell  Lowell. 

The  Brotherhood  Movement  stands  to-day  as 
a  new  and  important  factor  in  the  religious  Hfe  of 
the  nation.  At  the  time  when  churches  of  almost 
every  denomination  are  reporting  year  by  year  a 
decrease  in  membership,  when  the  attendance  at 
ordinary  church  services  is  at  an  appallingly  low 
ebb,  and  supercilious  critics  are  tauntingly  declaring 
that  Christianity  is  played  out,  there  has  silently 
grown  up  and  developed  a  movement  of  a  distinctly  | 
religious  character,  which  is  gripping  the  I)_emo-  ■ 
Q^acy  as  nothing  has  done  since  the  days  of  Wesley 
and  the  Evangelicals  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

On  Sunday  afternoons  throughout  Great  Britain 
there  is  an  aggregate  attendance  at  Brotherhood 
meetings   variously   estimated    at   between    half   a 
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million  and  three  quarters  of  a  million  of  men. 
Many  of  the  societies  have  a  registered  membership 
and  the  names  and  addresses  of  upwards  of  three 
hundred  thousand  are  known.  A  significant  feature 
is  the  fact  that  over  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  meetings 
are  held  in  places  of  worship,  others  being  held  in 
town  halls  and  other  public  buildings.  The  moye- 
rnent  has  invaded  towns  and  villages.  InTsome  of 
the  large  industrial  centres  and  London  suburbs 
the  meetings  are  of  great  size,  numbering  in  many 
cases  from  one  to  two  thousand,  and,  in  a  few 
instances,  even  exceeding  the  latter  figure.  In  some 
villages  and  hamlets  the  attendance  is  apparently 
small,  but  in  many  cases  where  the  membership  is 
only  about  fifty  or  sixty,  it  represents  more  than 
half  the  adult  male  population  of  the  village.  The 
rnagnitude.  of  the  ^movement -is  a  striking  sign  of 
the  times,  and  yet  those  of  us  who  are  in  the  thick 
of  it  are  convinced  that  we  have  only  touched  the 
fringe  of  things,  and  that  the  near  future  will  see  a 
more  rapid  and  marvellous  growth  than  anything 
hitherto  experienced. 

In  order  to  get  a  clear  grasp  of  the  great  part  the 
movement  is  playing  in  our  religious  life,  to  realize 
something  of  the  secret  of  its  hold  on  men,  to  feel 
the  pulse  of  its  vitalizing  and  energizing  power, 
one  must  get  into  the  bracing  atmosphere  of  a 
typical  Brotherhood  meeting.  Here,  for  example, 
is  a  church  that  has  a  seating  capacity  of  eight 
hundred  and  fifty.  A  board  in  front  of  the  building 
intimates  the  fact  that  "The  Brotherhood  meets 
here  every  Sunday  afternoon  from  three  to  four. 
Unsectarian.  All  men  heartily  welcome."  At  half- 
past  two  the  doors  are  thrown  open,  and  men  are  to 
be  seen  dropping  in  one  by  one.    About  quarter  to 
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three  there  is  a  constant  stream.  Stewards  are  at 
the  door,  and  give  a  nod  of  welcome  or  a  passing 
word  to  each  man  as  he  enters.  Occasionally  a 
stranger  is  espied.  He  is  speedily  grasped  by  the 
hand  and,  receiving  a  hearty  welcome,  is  directed 
to  one  of  the  best  of  the  unoccupied  seats  and  a 
hymn-book  handed  to  him.  By  five  minutes  to 
three  every  seat  is  occupied.  Seats  are  placed  in 
the  aisles,  and  before  three  o'clock  there  are  close 
on  nine  hundred  men  packed  in  the  building.  On 
the  stroke  of  three  the  chairman,  who  is  accom- 
panied in  the  pulpit  by  three  or  four  others, 
announces  the  first.hyjiin^  This  has  been  carefully 
chosen  beforehand  with  the  idea  of  giving  a  good 
rousing  tone  to  the  meeting,  It  fairly  stirs  the 
blood  to  hear  such  a  body  of  men  "singing  lustily 
some  such  favourite  as 

"  Hail,  our  Brotherhood  foundation  1 
Hail  our  holy  federation, 
League  of  service  and  salvation, 

Love  for  each  and  all ! 
Brothers  true  and  ready, 
Brothers  tried  and  steady, 
One  and  all,   obey  the  call, 
And  follow  where  our  Leader's  flag  is  flying. 

Hail,  our  Brotherhood  foundation ! 

Hail  our  holy  federation, 

::;fee^gLAeJjoi-^ervice  and  salvation, 
*~^^-^^^^^ove  for  each  and  all !  " 

The  singing  of  this  hymn  to  the  tune  of 
"Men  of  Harlech"  sets  the  meeting  going  with.jL. 
swing.^- Every  man  present  feels  that  he  is  in  for  a 
downright_g.ood-tiaie.  As  the  last  notes  of  the 
hymn  die  away  the  chairman  calls  on  Brother 
Jonathan  Smith  to  lead  in  prayer.  Brother  Jonathan 
Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Amalgamated  Society  of 
Railway  Servants.  He  is  in  the  employ  of  the 
London  and  North  Western  Railway  Company  as 
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a  guard,  and  almost  every  man  present  speaks  of 
him  as  "his  mate."  He  has  not  uttered  more  than 
half-a-dozen  sentences  before  you  feel  that  you  are 
being  carried  up  into  the  very  Holy  of  Holies  in 
spite  of  the  bluntness  of  his  speech. 

"O  Lord,  we  thank  Thee  that  we  are  found 
once  again  in  Thy  house.  We  bless  Thee  that 
we  are  not  in  the  public-house.  Some  of  us 
used  to  spend  our  time  and  waste  our.  money 
there,  but  through  Thy  mercy  we  have  learned 
better  sense.  And  now  we  are  found  in  God's 
house,  worshipping  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  clothed 
and  in  our  right  mind.  Bless  us  this  after- 
noon. We  read.  Lord,  in  Thy  blessed  Book 
that  when  Thou  talked  to  the  disciples  who 
were  going  to  Emmaus  their  hearts  burned 
within  them.  Talk  to  us,  Lord,  now,  and  set 
our  hearts  on  fire.  May  they  be  all  ablaze 
with  love  for  Thee  and  for  our  fellow-men. 
God  bless  our  Brotherhood.  Help  us  all  to  live 
a  true  and  clean  life.  Help  us  to  play  the  man. 
Bless  our  absent  members.  Remember  those 
who  are  on  duty  to-day  and  cannot  be  here. 
Bless  especially  Brother  Rogers,  who  is  down 
with  rheumatic  fever.  May  he  feel  that  the 
Great  Physician  is  looking  after  him,  and  may 
we  soon  see  him  amongst  us  once  again.  We 
pray  for  the  coming  of  Thy  Kingdom.  We 
want  to  see  an  end  of  poverty,  and  wretched- 
ness, and  misery,  and  everything  that  is 
wrong.  We  want  to  see  an  end  put  to  war. 
Lord,  teach  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  love 
each  other  as  brothers,  and  to  beat  their  swords 
into     ploughshares     and     their     spears     into 
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pruning-hooks.  Remember  our  brothers  who 
are  out  of  work,  and  the  unemployed  every- 
where. Oh,  Lord,  give  every  man  the  chance 
of  earning  his  daily  bread.  We  pray  Thee 
hasten  the  time  when  Jesus  Christ  our  Elder 
Brother  shall  reign  in  every  heart  and  all  the 
world  shall  crown  Him  Lord  of  all.     Amen." 

That  "Amen  "  resounds  throughout  the  building, 
for  it  is  taken  up  by  nearly  every  man  present. 
Then  in  clear,  stentorian  tones  there  ring  out, 
sentence  by  sentence,  the  clauses  of  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  the  voices  of  these  nine  hundred  men 
blending  together  in  perfect  harmony.  One  has 
never  fully  realized  the  glory  and  power  and  mag- 
nificence of  the  Lord's  Prayer  until  they  have  heard 
it  under  such  conditions. 

At  the  close  there  is  an  expectant  hush  among 
the  men.  A  quiet  solemnity  pervades  the  building. 
The  reason  is  soon  apparent.  The  men  know  that 
according  to  the  usual  custom  a  hymn  is  going  to 
be  announced  that  will  appeal  to  their  finer  feel- 
ings. The  second  hymn  is  always  of  this  char- 
acter. Soon  the  soul-stirring  strains  of  "Rocking- 
ham "  are  heard  wedded  to  the  immortal  words, 

"When  I  survey  the  wondrous  cross 
On  which  the  Prince  of  Glory  died, 
My  richest  gain   I  count  but  loss, 
And  pour  contempt  on  all  my  pride." 

During  the  singing  of  the  third  verse,  "See  from 
His  head,  His  hands,  His  feet,  Sorrow  and  love 
flow  mingled  down,"  there  is  more  than  one  man 
in  the  audience  who  is  observed  brushing  the  tears 
away  with  the  back  of  his  hand.  At  the  conclusion 
of  the  hymn  Brother  Bishop  is  called  upon  to  read 
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the  lesson.  As  he  opens  the  Bible,  it  is  clear  to 
any  one  who  watches  him  closely  that  he  feels  he 
is  undertaking  a  task  that  gives  him  a  golden 
opportunity  and  a  heavy  responsibility.  He 
announces  the  thirty-fifth  chapter  of  Isaiah.  Every 
eye  is  fixed  on  him.  The  men  have  evidently  heard 
him  read  the  Bible  before,  and  know  that  they  are 
going  to  hear  something  worth  listening  to.  The 
first  sentence  grips.  Was  there  ever  such  a  cheery, 
confident  optimism  in  a  man's  voice  as  that  which 
vibrates  through  the  building  as  he  rings  out  the 
glorious  words,  "The  wilderness  and  the  solitary 
place  shall  be  glad  for  them ;  and  the  desert  shall 
rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose.  It  shall  blossom 
abundantly  and  rejoice  even  with  joy  and  singing. 
The  glory  of  Lebanon  shall  be  given  unto  it,  the 
excellency  of  Carmel  and  Sharon.  They  shall  see 
the  glory  of  the  Lord  and  the  excellency  of  our 
God."  In  the  reading  of  those  brief  sentences  the 
man  has  given  us  such  a  vision  of  the  Golden  Age 
that  our  hearts  throb  for  very  joy.  But  we  are 
soon  pulled  up.  The  tone  in  which  he  reads  the 
next  few  verses  makes  us  all  feel  that  though  the 
Golden  Age  is  assuredly  coming  it  is  not  here  yet, 
and  that  there  is  stern  work  to  be  done  before  it  is 
fully  realized.  His  voice  sounds  like  a  clarion  call 
to  every  man  to  brace  himself  for  the  task  of  doing 
his  part  in  helping  to  bring  about  the  good  time 
coming.  "Strengthen  ye  the  weak  hands  and 
confirm  the  feeble  knees,"  and  so  forth.  Then  we 
emerge  again  into  the  clear  vision  of  the  coming 
of  the  perfect  day  when  "the  eyes  of  the  blind 
shall  be  opened,  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf  shall  be 
unstopped,  when  the  lame  man  shall  leap  as  a 
hart,   and   the   tongue   of  the   dumb   shall    sing." 
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When  our  ears  catch  the  words,  "The  wayfaring 
man,  though  a  fool,  shall  not  err  therein,"  the  most 
ignorant  and  unlettered  among  us  is  made  to  feel 
that  even  his  ignorance  is  not  to  be  a  barrier  to  the 
full  realization  of  its  glory.   When  the  reader  comes 
to  the  final  passage  the  effect  is  electric;  "And  the 
ransomed  of  the  Lord  shall  return  and  come  to 
Zion   with  songs  and  everlasting  joy  upon  their 
heads;   they   shall   obtain   joy  and   gladness,   and 
sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away."     The  men  are 
spellbound  as  the  glorious  vision  of  a  heaven  on 
earth    is    declaimed    in    the    prophet's    powerful 
language,  and  they  can  scarce  forbear  to  cheer  as 
the  reader  resumes  his  seat.    We  feel  that  Brother 
Bishop  has  stirred  our  souls.     Who  is  he?     He  is 
the  chief  clerk  in  the  leading  solicitor's  office  in  the 
town.     The  study  of  the  Bible,  particularly  from 
its  literary  standpoint,  is  with  him  almost  a  hobby. 
Whenever  he  is  requested  to  undertake  the  reading 
of  the  lesson,  he  makes  a  close  study  of  it  during 
the  week,  and  before  he  appears  in  the  pulpit  his 
whole  soul  has  become  impregnated  with  its  spirit. 
There  are  thousands  of  men  like  him  in  the  Brptliei:=_j. 
hood  Movement,  men  of  culture  and  education  who 
are  giving  of  their  best  at  Brotherhood  meetings 
and  finding  the  great  joy  of  their  lives  in  working 
with  their  fellow-men  as  comrades  and  brothers.  \ 
The  reading  of  the  Scriptures  is  followed  by  a  solo 
rendered  by  Brother  Cartwright,  who  possesses  a 
capital  baritone  voice,  and  knows  how  to  use  it  so 
as  to  make  his  singing  harmonize  with  the  spirit 
of   the   meeting.     The   chairman   announced   that 
the   words   were   to   be   found   in    the   Fellowship 
Hymn-Book,   and  requested  the  men   to  join  to- 
gether in  the  chorus.     Nothing  could  have  followed 
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more  beautifully  the  reading  of  Isaiah  xxxv.  The 
hymn  seemed  to  be  a  poetic  setting  of  the  prophet's 
idea.    The  first  verse  ran  thus : 

"It  is  coming,  it  is  coming,  that  great  day  of  which  we 

dream ; 
The  eastern  hills  are  flushing  with  the  dawnlight's  rosy 

gleam ; 
Light  soon  shall  chase  the  shadows  from  the  deepest  glens 

away. 
And  earth  in  golden   sunshin*  smile  in  glorious  summer 

day. 

Chorus — 

Brotherhood,  brotherhood,  hail  it  at  last; 
As  a  dream  at  the  waking,  the  darkness  Is  past; 
Brothers,  my  brothers,  with  heart  and  with  voice. 
In  the  good  time  that's  coming,  let  all  men  rejoice." 

The  chorus  goes  with  a  fine  swing,  and  is  so 
thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  men  that  they  sing  it 
three  times  at  the  close  of  the  last  verse. 

At  this  point  in  the  service  the  secretary  rises 
to  make  the  announcements.  After  a  few  of  a 
somewhat  formal  character  he  informs  the  meeting 
that  in  connection  with  the  Labour  Bureau  per- 
manent employment  has  been  found  for  two  of 
their  number,  but  that  there  are  still  out  of  work 
a  carpenter,  a  bricklayer's'  labourer,  a  jobbing 
gardener  and  a  clerk.  Any  one  knowing  of  situa- 
tions likely  to  suit  any  of  these  men  are  asked  to 
communicate  at  once  with  Brother  Clark,  secretary 
of  the  Labour  Bureau.  He  remarks  that  the  work 
of  finding  employment  for  their  brothers  has  be- 
come considerably  lighter  since  the  establishment 
of  the  Labour  Exchanges  under  the  Board  of 
Trade.  This  statement  is  received  with  cheers. 
"My  last  announcement,"  he  says,  "is  a  very  pleas- 
ing one.  We  have  the  pleasure  of  receiving  into 
our  Brotherhood  this  afternoon  six  new  members." 
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This  statement  is  also  received  with  a  hearty  cheer. 
He  then  reads  out  their  names  and  addresses.  The 
six  men  who  are  seated  in  the  front  then  rise  and 
receive  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  and  a  word 
of  welcome  by  the  chairman  on  behalf  of  the 
Brotherhood.  A  chord  is  struck  on  the  organ,  and 
the  men  rise  and  sing  with  vigour  to  the  tune 
"Austria"  Mr.  H.  Jeffs'  appropriate  hymn  speci- 
ally written  for  the  purpose : 

"  Brother,    welcome  1     Welcome,    brother  ! 

Here  we  offer  heart  and  hand ; 
We  in  Christ  shall  help  each  other, 

Hard  it  is  alone  to  stand. 
Father,   bless  us  !     Bless  us.  Father  I 

Smile  upon  us  from  above  : 
May  we  ever,  as  we  gather, 

Be  one  fellowship  of  love." 

This  little  ceremony  of  the  recognition  of  new 
members  is  a  delightful  episode.  It  only  occupies 
about  three  minutes,  and  there  is  nothing  formal 
or  conventional  about  it.  But  it  serves  a  grand 
purpose.  The  new  members  are  made  to  realize 
that  they  are  a  component  part  of  the  Brotherhood, 
that  they  are  units  in  this  great  fellowship  of  men 
that  is  influencing  the  religious  and  social  life  of 
the  town,  and  it  serves  as  an  impulse  and  an  in- 
spiration to  live  up  to  its  ideal.  They  are  closely 
scrutinized  by  the  men,  who  seem  particularly 
anxious  to  be  able  to  recognize  those  who  have 
joined  them  with  a  view  of  strengthening  the  bond 
that  has  linked  them  together. 

The  hymn  chosen  to  be  sung  before  the  address 
is  a  particularly  suitable  one.  It  has  evidently 
been  selected  with  the  double  purpose  of  getting 
the  audience  in  a  suitable  frame  of  mind  and  acting 
as  an  inspiration  to  the  speaker. 
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"The  first  and  last  verses  only,"  cries  the  chair- 
man as  the  men  rise  to  sing.  Whether  it  be  owing 
to  the  fact  that  they  are  limited  to  two  verses,  or  to 
the  words  of  the  hymn  being  in  thorough  harmony 
with  their  own  sentiments  it  is  hard  to  say,  but 
such  a  volume  of  sound  is  poured  forth  from  the 
throats  of  these  nine  hundred  men  that  is  simply 
astounding.  Probably  both  influences  have  some- 
thing to  do  with  it.  It  is  Gillman's  hymn  that  has 
recently  become  so  popular  among  the  Brother- 
hoods that  goes  with  a  glorious  swing  sung  to  the 
tune  "Melrose": 

"God  send  us  men  whose  aim  'twill  be, 
Not  to  defend  some  worn-out  creed, 
But  to  live  out  the  laws  of  Christ 

In  every  thought,  and  word,  and  deed. 
****** 

God  send  us  men  with  hearts  ablaze, 
All  truth  to  love,  all  wrong  to  hate ; 

These  are  the  patriots  Britain  needs. 
These  are  the  bulwarks  of  the  State." 
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"  It  is  to  keep  a  man  awake,  to  keep  him  alive  to  his  own 
soul  and  its  fixed  design  of  righteousness,  that  the  better 
part  of  moral  and  religious  education  is  directed ;  not  only 
that  of  words  and  doctors,  but  the  sharp  ferule  of  calamity 
under  which  we  are  all  God's  scholars  till  we  die.  If,  as 
teachers,  we  are  to  say  anything  to  the  purpose,  we  must 
say  what  will  remind  the  pupil  of  his  soul ;  we  must  speak 
that  soul's  dialect;  we  must  talk  of  life  and  conduct  as  his 
soul  would  have  him  think  of  them.  If,  from  some  con- 
formity between  us  and  the  pupil,  or  perhaps  among  all 
men,  we  do  in  truth  speak  in  such  a  dialect  and  express 
such  views,  beyond  question  we  shall  touch  in  him  a  spring ; 
beyond  question  he  will  recognize  the  dialect  as  one  that  he 
himself  has  spoken  in  his  better  hours ;  beyond  question  he 
will  cry,  'I  had  forgotten,  but  now  I  remember;  I,  too, 
have  eyes,  and  I  had  forgot  to  use  them  1  I,  too,  have  a 
soul  of  my  own,  arrogantly  upright,  and  to  that  I  will 
listen  and  conform.'  In  short,  say  to  him  anything  that 
he  has  once  thought,  or  been  on  the  point  of  thinking,  or 
show  him  any  view  of  life  that  he  has  once  clearly  seen, 
or  been  on  the  point  of  clearly  seeing;  and  you  have  done 
your  part  and  may  leave  him  to  complete  the  education 
for  himself." 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson. 
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"When  saints  do  sleepy  grow  let  them  come  hither, 
And  hear  how  these  good  pilgrims  talk  together ; 
Yea,  let  them  learn  of  them  in  any  wise 
Thus  to  keep  ope  their  drowsy,   slumbering  eyes. 
Saints'  fellowship,  if  it  be  managed  well. 
Keeps  them  awake,  and  that  in  spite  of  hell." 

John  Bunyan. 

*'  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  working  classes  of 
this  country  are  opposed  to  Christianity.  No  man  can 
ever  be  opposed  to  Christianity  who  knows  what  it  really  is. 
The  working  men  would  still  follow  Christ  if  He  came 
among  them.  As  a  matter  of  fact  they  do  follow  any  one, 
preacher  or  layman,  in  pulpit  or  on  platform,  who  is  the 
least  like  Him.  But  what  they  cannot  follow,  and  must 
evermore  live  outside  of,  is  a  worship  which  ends  with 
the  worshipper,  a  religion  expressed  only  in  ceremony,  a 
faith  unrelated  to  life." 

Henry  Drummond. 

It  is  clearly  evident  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  men  settle  down  in  the  pews  that  we  have  now 
come  to  the  chief  item  on  the  programme.  Every 
face  is  directed  towards  the  pulpit  with  a  look  of 
keen  expectancy.  Just  for  a  few  seconds  there  pre- 
vails a  silence  that  can  be  felt.  Then  the  chairman 
remarks  that  "We  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  a 
visit  from  Brother  Watchman  before.  We  have 
been  looking  forward  to  his  coming  for  a  long  time, 
and  now  that  he  is  here  we  give  him  a  hearty 
welcome.     Brother   Watchman    will    address   us." 

There  is  character  in  the  very  manner  of  the 
27 
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cheering  that  greets  the  speaker  when  he  rises.  It 
is  hearty  enough,  but  tapers  off  into  a  kind  of 
subdued  applause,  which  seems  to  indicate  that  the 
men  want  to  hear  him  before  letting  themselves  go. 
Twenty  minutes  is  the  time  usually  allotted  for  the 
address,  but  the  chairman  has  quietly  informed  the 
speaker  that  they  are  five  minutes  in  advance  of 
the  time  on  the  programme,  and  he  can  take  the 
full  twenty-five  minutes  or  half-an-hour  if  he  feels 
drawn  to  it.  What  sort  of  a  man  is  the  speaker? 
Nothing  need  be  said  about  his  personal  appear- 
ance, for  in  the  Brotherhood  Movement  it  doesn't 
matter  one  iota  what  the  man  looks  like.  It  is  his 
message  the  men  are  interested  in.  The  speaker  on 
this  occasion  is  a  type  of  many  hundreds  of  men 
who  devote  practically  every  Sunday  afternoon 
throughout  the  year  to  addressing  men's  meetings. 
He  lays  no  claim  to  any  special  ability.  Regards 
himself  as  just  an  ordinary  man.  The  nature  of 
his  occupation  tinables  him  to  devote  himself  to  this 
particular  form  of  Christian  activity,  and  he  has 
thrown  himself  heart  and  soul  into  the  work.  He 
has  been  in  the  movement  now  for  some  years,  and 
is  a  veritable  enthusiast.  He  has  the  firm  con- 
viction that  the  opportunity  which  he  has  of 
addressing  these  large  gatherings  of  men  every 
Sunday  is  a  solemn  and  sacred  trust,  and  he  spares 
no  effort  to  prepare  himself  thoroughly  for  his 
work.  He  is  an  omnivorous  reader.  Keeps  himself 
well  abreast  of  the  best  thought  of  the  age  in  art, 
science,  literature,  philosophy  and  religion.  Has 
studied  theology  with  a  zest  that  would  have  done 
credit  to  any  divinity  student.  It  is,  however, 
evident  to  any  one  who  listens  to  him,  that  however 
familiar  he  may  be  with  general  literature,  the  Bible 
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has  been  the  chief  source  of  his  inspiration  and 
help.  He  seems  steeped  to  the  finger-tips  in  his 
knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
backs  up  all  his  arguments  with  quotations  from 
the  sacred  writers.  He  makes  his  hearers  feel  that 
though  they  may  be  inclined  to  disagree  with 
some  of  his  sentiments,  he  must  be  right,  for  taking 
his  stand  on  the  teaching  of  the  Bible  and  support- 
ing his  statement  with  passages  declaring  "It  is 
written,"  they  feel  that  they  have  either  to  reject 
the  Bible  as  an  authority  or  fall  in  with  his  way  of 
putting  things.  In  his  early  career  he  was  a  public 
school  teacher,  but  for  many  years  now  he  has 
worked  as  a  journalist,  and  at  the  present  time 
represents  one  of  the  well-known  weekly  papers. 
As  one  listens  to  him  it  is  readily  perceived  that 
his  experiences  in  this  dual  capacity  stand  him  in 
good  stead.  The  moment  he  commences  to  speak 
you  realize  that  you  are  in  the  presence  of  one  who 
feels  he  has  a  message  to  deliver,  and  in  whose 
mind  there  never  enters  a  thought  that  any  one 
present  will  be  inattentive.  With  one  sweep  of 
his  eyes  he  seems  to  take  in  the  entire  audience, 
and  during  the  whole  time  he  is  on  his  feet  every 
man  present  is  conscious  that  the  speaker's  eye  is 
on  him,  with  the  inevitable  result  that  he  keeps  his 
eyes  riveted  on  the  speaker.  As  a  journalist  he  has 
had  the  benefit  of  listening  to  speakers  of  every 
kind,  and  has  thus  habitually  come  to  know  the 
good  and  the  bad  points  of  a  speech,  and  he  natur- 
ally seeks  to  cultivate  the  one  and  give  the  other 
a  wide  berth.  He  never  uses  a  note.  He  stores 
his  mind  well  with  his  subject  beforehand,  so  that 
he  is  entirely  free  to  watch  the  effect  on  the  audience 
and  rivet  their  attention  from  beginning  to  end. 
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Without  any  preamble  he  plunges  right  into  his 
subject.  The  address  appears  afterwards  almost 
verbatim  in  the  local  newspaper.  Its  perusal  gives 
one  an  idea  of  the  trend  of  thought  prevalent  in  the 
movement. 


WILL   THE   DEMOCRACY    REJECT 
CHRISTIANITY? 

My  dear  brothers,  I  want  you  to  consider  with 
me  this  afternoon  a  most  important  subject.  Speak- 
ing to  you  as  a  follower  of  Christ,  it  is,  in  my 
opinion,  one  of  the  most  vital  subjects  of  the  day. 
It  is  on  the  relationship  of  the  Democracy  towards 
Christianity^.  TTis  a  vital  question,  inasmuch  as 
the  Democracy  to-day  hold  in  the  hollow  of  their 
hands  a  preponderating  proportion  of  political 
power.  It  is  an  acknowledged  fact  that  notwith- 
standing our  restricted  franchise,  depriving  of  their 
rights  of  citizenship  many  thousands  of  men  simply 
because  the  nature  of  their  occupation  compels 
them  to  move  about  from  place  to  place,  there  is 
still  a  considerable  majority  of  the  voting  strength 
of  the  population  in  the  hands  of  the  working 
classes.  To-day  Democracy  is  king,  or  rather  will 
be  king  when  the  whole  of  the  working  classes 
follow  the  example  of  the  men  of  the  Brotherhood 
Movement  and  have  the  gumption  to  keep  out  of 
the  public-house  and  give  the  bookmaker  a  wide 
berth,  spending  the  money  they  have  hitherto 
thrown  away  in  drink  and  gambling  in  clothing 
and  feeding  their  families  and  providing  themselves 
with  books  and  so  reading  and  thinking  for  them- 
selves; when  they  do  this,   then   Democracy  will 
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indeed  be  king.  The  great  question,  therefore,  that 
concerns  us  is,  "What  is  going  to  be  the  attitude 
of  the  Democracy  towards  Christianity  ?  "  There 
are  in  our  midst  at  the  present  time  some  clever 
men  of  great  and  powerful  influence,  actuated,  I 
have  no  doubt,  by  pure  and  sincere  motives,  who 
are  doing  all  they  can  to  persuade  the  working 
classes  of  our  country  that  their  interests  will  be 
best  served  by  rejecting  Christianity.  I  believe 
the  great  Brotherhood  Movement  has  been  specially 
raised  up  by  the  Almighty,  and  that  one  of  its 
chief  objects  is  to  give  the  right  answer  to  that 
question.  As  we  study  our  Bible,  and  particu- 
larly the  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ,  we  are  forced 
to  the  conclusion  that  poverty,  cruelty,  oppression, 
"man's  inhumanity  to  man"  in  all  its  forms  are 
not  the  product  of  Christianity,  but  the  result  of 
forces  that  are  antagonistic  to  its  principles.  As 
we  get  a  firm  grasp  of  the  essential  basis  of  the 
ethical  teaching  of  the  Carpenter  of  Nazareth,  we 
are  convinced  that  it  contains  those  principles  of 
life  and  conduct  which  alone  will  give  a  perfect 
solution  to  every  social  problem,  and  that  as  the 
Democracy  yearns  and  strives  for  the  opportunity 
to  live  the  full,  free,  unfettered  life  God  intended 
every  man  should  enjoy,  instead  of  rejecting 
Christianity  they  will  embrace  it  as  the  means  of 
their  social  salvation.  They  will  reject  the  false 
notions  and  ideas  that  have  ;been  so  prevalent 
which  in  their  origin  and  intent  are  anti-Christian. 
Hitherto  false  standards  of  greatness  have  been  set 
up  before  the  people,  and  taking  our  cue  from 
the  teachings  of  Christ  we  men  of  the  Brotherhood 
Movement  mean  to  haul  down  those  standards  and 
put  the  right  ones  in  their  place.  Take,  for  example, 
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the  question  of  citizenship.  What  is  it  that  makes 
a  city  great?  A  city  is  usually  considered  great 
if  it  has  magnificent  buildings,  gorgeous  palaces, 
wealthy  banks,  and  great  cathedrals  and  churches. 
But  after  studying  our  New  Testament  we  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  a  city  may  have  all  these  things, 
and  yet  if  a  large  proportion  of  its  able-bodied  men 
are  wandering  about  the  streets  seeking  work  and 
unable  to  get  it,  for  no  other  reason  than  this,  that 
they  cannot  find  another  man  who  can  see  his  way 
to  make  a  profit  out  of  their  labour,  that  city 
cannot  be  really  and  truly  great. 

If  a  large  number  of  its  women,  because  of  the 
abominable  conditions  under  which  they  have  been 
brought  up,  because  their  environment  is  morally 
and  physically  bad,  are  slovenly,  slatternly  and 
drunken ;  if  its  children  are  ill-clad  and  ill-fed,  and 
many  of  its  people  are  living  in  houses  that  are 
worse  than  the  dog  kennels  of  the  rich,  notwith- 
standing its  palaces  and  banks,  its  cathedrals  and 
churches  and  its  great  wealth,  it  is  not  a  great  city. 
The  city  that  allows  its  inhabitants  to  be  "sweated," 
degraded  and  oppressed,  in  spite  of  its  pretentious 
wealth  cannot,  according  to  Christian  standards,  be 
a  great  city. 

So  with  regard  to  the  question  of  national 
greatness.  We  have  had  a  false  standard  set  before 
us  as  to  what  makes  a  nation  really  great.  A 
nation  has  been  considered  great  according  to  the 
extent  of  its  imports  and  exports,  the  amount  of 
its  manufactures,  the  number  of  its  millionaires, 
and  the  size  of  its  army  and  navy. 

As  we  have  studied  our  New  Testament  we  have 
unhesitatingly  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  is  a 
false  standard.      We  find  that  Jesus  Christ  has 
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specifically  laid  down  the  true  standard  of  national 
greatness;  "When  the  Son  of  Man  shall  come 
IN  His  glory  and  all  the  holy  angels  with  Him, 

THEN  SHALL  He  SIT  UPON  THE  THRONE  OF  HiS 
GLORY,    AND   BEFORE    HiM    SHALL   BE   GATHERED    ALL 

NATIONS."  They  will  come,  not  as  individuals,  but 
as  nations,  to  be  judged  at  the  bar  of  the  Son  of 
God.  It  is  to  be  the  great  national  testing  time. 
What  will  be  the  test?  Not  the  amount  of  your 
imports  and  exports,  not  the  amount  of  your  manu- 
factures, not  your  great  army  and  navy,  but,  "Did 
you  feed  the  hungry  ?  "  "  Did  you  give  water  to  the 
thirsty  ?  "  "  What  was  your  attitude  towards  the 
sick?  towards  those  in  life  who  were  not  able  to 
help  and  defend  themselves  ? "  And,  most  vital 
question  of  all,  for  Christ  always  put  the  most 
important  idea  last,  "What  was  your  attitude  to- 
wards your  criminal  population  ?  "  I  sometimes 
wonder  how  Britain  will  come  out  of  such  a  test. 
We  boast  of  Britain  being  a  great  nation.  Apply 
this  test,  and  see  how  we  come  out  of  it. 

A  member  of  one  of  our  Brotherhoods  in  London 
had  been  out  of  work  for  over  six  months.  He  had 
tramped  hundreds  of  miles  in  search  of  employ- 
ment, only  being  able  to  get  an  odd  job  now  and 
again.  He  was  a  life-long  teetotaller,  an  honest, 
upright,  steady  man,  and  an  able  workman.  He 
heard  accidentally  that  they  were  constructing  a 
short  line  of  railway  near  Cardiff,  and  he  was  told 
there  was  a  prospect  of  him  getting  taken  on  as  a 
navvy.  When  he  heard  of  this,  he  set  out  to  walk 
from  London  to  Cardiff,  a  distance  of  over  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  merely  on  the  off-chance  of 
getting  taken  on.  Yet  some  people  tell  you  that 
the  unemployed  don't  want  work.    After  tramping 
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three  days,  covering  over  a  hundred  miles  in  the 
time,  on  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  weary  and 
footsore,  and  without  a  penny  in  his  pocket,  he 
sought  the  friendly  shelter  of  a  barn.  He  was  found 
at  five  o'clock  next  morning  asleep  on  the  hay. 
The  man  who  discovered  him  let  him  sleep  on  and 
went  for  a  policeman,  who  took  him  in  charge, 
and  brought  him  before  the  magistrates.  He  was 
sentenced  to  seven  days  hard  labour.  What  for? 
Go  to  the  police  courts  and  examine  the  records, 
and  you  will  find  that  that  man,  a  member  of  one 
of  our  London  Brotherhoods,  a  sober,  honest, 
upright.  God-fearing  man,  was  sentenced  to  seven 
days  hard  labour  because  "he  was  found  without 
visible  means  of  subsistence."  When  I  heard  of 
it,  I  thought  of  another  Man  who  once  trod  this 
earth  who  was  frequently  in  the  same  position.  He 
said  of  Himself:  "The  foxes  have  holes,  and  the 
birds  of  the  air  have  nests,  but  the  Son  of  Man 
hath  not  where  to  lay  His  head."  If  Jesus  Christ 
were  on  earth  to-day,  living  the  same  life  that  He 
lived  two  thousand  years  ago.  He  would  run  the 
risk  of  being  locked  up  for  being  "found  without 
visible  means  of  subsistence."  A  society  lady  once 
said  to  Thomas  Carlyle,  "  Oh,  Mr.  Carlyle,  if  Jesus 
Christ  were  to  come  to  England  to-day  we  should 
give  Him  a  different  reception  to  the  one  He  had 
two  thousand  years  ago.  We  should  invite  Him 
to  our  drawing-rooms  and  to  our  banquets.  We 
should  really  lionize  Him  I  "  "No,  you  wouldn't," 
said  Carlyle;  "if  He  came  preaching  the  same 
truths  and  living  the  same  life,  you'd  take  Him  to 
Newgate  and  hang  Him."  And  Carlyle  was  about 
right.  The  great  Christian  test  is,  "  Have  you  fed 
the  hungry,  have  you  clothed  the  naked,  how  have 
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you  dealt  with  the  sick  and  infirm  and  those  who 
are  unable  to  help  themselves?  What  about  your 
men  and  women  in  prison  ?  Have  they  ever  had 
a  chance  in  life  ? "  The  way  in  which  we  deal 
with  the  unfortunate  sections  of  the  community  con- 
stitutes one  of  the  Christian  standards  of  a  nation's 
greatness.  The  class  of  men  to  whom  I  have 
referred  say  that  the  present  state  of  affairs  is  the 
outcome  of  Christianity,  and  that  it  is  time  it  was 
abolished.  And  they  bring  before  us  some 
awkward  facts  concerning  the  condition  of  the 
people.  When  we  listen  to  them  there  seems  to 
be  a  great  deal  of  plausibility  in  their  argument. 
They  point  to  the  fact  that  in  Great  Britain,  with 
all  her  wealth,  we  have  even  in  times  of  commercial 
prosperity  thousands  of  men  seeking  work  and 
unable  to  find  it.  They  are  correct  in  describing 
the  unemployed  man  as  one  of  the  saddest  and 
most  pathetic  figures  on  earth,  a  man  with  a  wife 
and  children  dependent  on  him,  wandering  about 
and  unable  to  find  an  opportunity  of  earning  his 
daily  bread.  These  men  say,  "If  Christianity  can 
produce  nothing  better  than  this  state  of  things, 
after  having  been  tried  for  two  thousand  years,  let 
us  have  done  with  it  and  try  something  else." 
They  draw  our  attention  to  another  appalling  fact, 
that  a  third  of  the  people  in  this  country  are  on  the 
borderland  of  starvation,  one  third  of  the  whole 
population  without  sufficient  food  and  clothing  to 
keep  themselves  in  a  state  of  perfect  health.  They 
say,  "If  this  is  the  best  Christianity  can  produce, 
let  us  have  done  with  it,  and  put  something  else  in 
its  place."  It  seems  plausible.  But  after  studying 
the  New  Testament  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that   it  is   not  because  of  Christianity  that  these 
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things  exist,  but  for  the  want  of  it.  Let  me  give 
you  a  sample  of  Christ's  teaching  which  shows  the 
futility  of  their  argument,  and  bear  in  mind  I  give 
it  you  only  as  a  sample.  You  will  find  the  same 
idea  permeating  the  social  teaching  of  Christ.  In 
the  Brotherhood  Movement  we  have  taken  the  Lord's 
Prayer  as  our  charter,  and  in  that  prayer  we  pray 
for  everybody.  *'  When  ye  pray,  say,  '  Our 
Father.' "  You  have  there  distinctly  laid  down  the 
idea  of  the  universal  Brotherhood  of  man  based  on 
the  idea  of  the  common  Fatherhood  of  God.  The 
prayer  includes  the  whole  human  race.  One  of  the 
outstanding  petitions  is  that  which  says,  "Give  us 
this  day  our  daily  bread."  If  we  are  praying  for 
everybody,  then  the  unemployed  are  included  in  our 
petition.  I  ask  you,  how  is  the  unemployed  man 
to  get  his  daily  bread  and  food  for  his  wife  and 
family?  There  is  only  one  way  of  getting  it 
honestly,  and  that  is  by  working  for  it.  Therefore 
every  time  we  pray,  "Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread,"  we  are  actually  praying  that  the  unem- 
ployed, the  men  who  are  seeking  work  and  are 
anxious  to  get  it,  may  have  the  opportunity  of 
earning  their  daily  bread.  Do  you  see  the  great 
principle  that  Jesus  Christ  here  lays  down  ?  He 
declares  it  to  be  a  vital  part  of  His  teaching  that 
every  man  should  have  the  chance  of  earning  his 
living,  not  as  a  charity  or  a  privilege  bestowed  on 
him  by  some  other  man,  but  as  a  divine  right.  Will 
the  Democracy  reject  that?  It  is  said  that  the 
present  Government  intend  bringing  in  an  Unem- 
ployment Bill  next  session,  and  the  working  classes 
are  anxiously  waiting  for  it.  At  almost  every 
important  Labour  Conference  held  iA  recent  years 
there  has  been  a  resolution  passed  calling  upon  the 
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Government  of  the  day  to  pass  a  measure  that  will 
secure  to  every  man  the  right  to  the  opportunity  of 
earning  his  living.  What  is  it,  in  effect,  they  are 
asking  for?  The  representatives  of  over  two  million 
organized  workers  of  the  country  are  asking  the 
Government  to  put  a  clause  in  their  Unemployed 
Bill  that  embodies  the  principle  which  is  an  essen- 
tial characteristic  feature  of  Christianity.  If  that 
Bill,  when  it  does  appear,  does  not  contain  a  clause 
giving  to  every  man  the  divine  right  to  the  oppor- 
tunity of  earning  his  living,  the  Democracy  will 
reject  it,  and  it  will  be  rejected  by  them  because  it  is 
not  in  harmony  with  Christian  teaching.  They 
want  to  see  in  that  Bill  the  law  laid  down  by  Jesus 
Christ  that  every  one  should  have  the  right  of  earn- 
ing his  daily  bread.  Look  at  the  petition  again. 
"Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread."  Now,  when 
Christ  said  bread  He  meant  bread.  I  grant  you, 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  He  may  have  meant 
to  include  in  the  term  spiritual  food,  nourishment 
for  the  soul ;  also  that  He  implied  intellectual  food, 
nourishment  for  the  mind ;  but  essentially  and 
fundamentally  when  He  said,  "Give  us  this  day 
our  daily  bread,"  He  meant  the  kind  of  bread  you 
have  on  your  breakfast-table.  Where  does  bread 
come  from  ?  There  is  only  one  way  of  getting 
bread,  and  that  is  by  the  application  of  labour  lo 
the  land.  You  never  saw  a  loaf  produced  in  any 
other  way.  Therefore  every  time  you  pray,  "Give 
us  this  day  our  daily  bread,"  you  are  praying  that 
every  man  may  have  his  right  of  access  to  the  land 
from  which  to  earn  his  daily  bread.  Will  the  Demo- 
cracy reject  that?  Here,  in  one  brief  sentence  of 
seven  simple  words,  Christ  has  crystallized  the 
essence  of  the  wisdom  and  the  teaching  of  the  Old 
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Testament  writers  on  this  most  vital  of  all  social 
questions.  I  wish  I  could  prevail  on  you  men  to 
make  a  thorough  study  of  the  teaching  of  the  Bible 
on  the  Land  Question.  You  would  then  realize 
the  significance  attached  to  the  words  of  Christ 
when  He  said,  "When  ye  pray,  say,  .  .  .  Give  us 
this  day  our  daily  bread."  Read  carefully  the 
enactments  of  Moses  the  great  Lawgiver  and  see 
how  we  have  deviated  in  almost  every  essential 
principle  from  his  teaching,  with  the  result  that 
there  exists  among  us  to-d^y  such  a  state  of  poverty 
among  the  masses  of  the  people  as  was  utterly 
impossible  under  his  teaching.  Give  your  days  and 
nights  to  a  study  of  the  twenty-fourth  chapter  of 
the  Book  of  Job.  The  writer  of  that  ancient  classic 
pronounces  a  curse  on  those  who  deprive  the  people 
of  their  God-given  inheritance  in  the  land,  and 
shows  how  a  landless  people  leads  to  other  forms 
of  robbery  and  violence,  to  poverty  and  destitution, 
to  "sweating"  and  oppression,  to  slums  and  over- 
crowding in  towns  and  cities,  to  the  formation  of  a 
criminal  class  and  practically  all  the  social  evils 
that  are  the  curse  of  modern  society.  Study  the 
sayings  of  Nehemiah,  Amos,  Hosea,  Micah,  Isaiah 
and  nearly  all  the  prophets  concerning  the  land,  and 
you  will  then  understand  why  Christ  should  make 
it  so  vital  a  part  of  His  teaching  in  Humanity's 
great  prayer.  When  the  full  significance  of  it  is 
realized,  instead  of  rejecting  it  the  world  will  take 
it  to  its  heart.  When  the  Democracy  understand 
what  Christ  really  taught,  it  will  have  the  same 
effect  as  when  it  was  first  preached,  the  common 
people  will  hear  it  gladly. 

The  prospect  was  never  brighter  than  it  is  to- 
day.   We  see  for  the  first  time  in  our  history  a 
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serious  attempt  being  made  to  reconstruct  society 
on  a  rational  basis.  Some  of  the  cleverest  men  in 
every  civilized  country  are  hard  at  work  upon  the 
subject  as  to  how  to  arrange  matters  in  this  world 
that  everybody  shall  have  a  fair  chance,  and  every- 
body a  fair  share  of  the  good  things  that  God  has 
provided  for  all.  In  other  words,  it  is  a  scientific 
attempt  to  reconstruct  society  in  harmony  with  the 
principles  and  Ideals  laid  down  by  Jesus  Christ. 
There  is  an  evolutionary  process  going  on  for  the 
redemption  of  humanity,  and  the  keynote  of  the 
twentieth  century  is  being  sounded  by  the  men  and 
women  of  the  Brotherhood  Movement.  Instead  of 
every  man  for  himself  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  it 
is  to  be  every  man  for  his  brother.  That  is  to  be 
the  keynote  of  the  new  order,  prophesied  by  the 
prophets,  depicted  by  the  seers,  sung  for  us  by 
the  poets ;  the  Golden  Age  when  there  shall  be 
no  poverty,  no  iniquity,  no  oppression,  no  man 
trampling  on  his  fellow-men,  but  peace  and  righte- 
ousness and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost  will  be  the 
dominating  characteristics  of  the  world.  Do  not 
run  away  with  the  notion  that  this  is  simply  a 
Utopian  idea,  the  idle  dream  of  a  visionary,  an 
ideal  state  of  things  that  will  never  be  realized.  It 
is  coming,  and  coming  quicker  than  many  people 
imagine.  The  Word  of  the  Lord  has  gone  forth, 
and  not  till  heaven  and  earth  pass  away  will  one 
jot  or  one  tittle  of  that  Word  remain  unfulfilled. 
When  we  are  charged  with  being  optimists  I  admit 
the  soft  impeachment.  No  man  can  read  and  study 
his  Bible  without  becoming  an  optimist,  and  we  , 
men  of  the  Brotherhood  Movement  pin  our  faith  i 
to  the  Bible.  We  believe  the  glorious  visions  of  a 
new  order,   that  are  scattered   up  and   down   the  I 
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Bible,  where  righteousness  and  justice  will  prevail, 
will  one  day  be  fully  realized.  Aye,  my  brothers, 
and  I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  to-day 
there  are  unmistakable  signs  of  the  dawn  of  the 
Golden  Age.  And  what  a  glorious  world  this  will 
be  to  live  in.  We  have  had  read  to  us  this  after- 
noon one  of  the  most  wonderful  pictures  portrayed 
for  us  by  the  Prophet  Isaiah. 

There  is  another  equally  wonderful  and  soul- 
inspiring  description  of  the  good  time  coming  in 
the  same  portion  of  Holy  Writ.  With  a  clear  per- 
ception of  the  glory  and  magnificence  of  the  new 
order  when  all  men  live  in  harmony  with  God's 
will,  he  tells  us  that  "Every  valley  shall  be 
EXALTED."  Every  man  that  is  down  shall  be  raised 
up.  The  poor,  the  outcast,  the  downtrodden,  the 
oppressed  shall  all  be  raised;  they  shall  come  from 
your  slums  and  your  sweating  dens,  they  shall  be 
picked  up  from  the  gutter  and  the  "doss  house," 
and  all  be  made  to  occupy  the  position  the 
Almighty  intended  for  them,  "Made  a  little  lower 
than  the  angels  and  crowned  with  glory  and 
honour."   "  Every  valley  shall  be  exalted  and  every 

MOUNTAIN  AND  HILL  SHALL  BE  MADE  LOW."    The  men 

who  have  climbed  up  to  positions  of  pre-eminence 
and  power  on  the  back  of  their  fellows,  trampling 
others  under  their  feet  in  order  that  they  may  get 
to  the  top  shall  be  brought  low.  They  shall  be 
given  to  understand  that  real  life,  true  and  abiding 
joy,  does  not  consist  in  being  a  little  god  among 
your  fellows,  but  in  living  as  a  man  among  men. 
"Every  mountain  and  hill  shall  be  made  low.  The 
CROOKED  SHALL  BE  MADE  STRAIGHT.  Have  you  ever 
taken  part  in  a  parliamentary  election  ?  If  so, 
you  will  not  question  the  fact  that  there  are  many 
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crooked  things  done  in  life.  Isn't  it  marvellous 
what  dirty,  mean,  despicable  things  men  will  do 
at  election  times  that  they  would  scorn  to  do  under 
ordinary  circumstances  ?  Even  in  your  political  life 
as  well  as  in  the  social  and  business  sphere  there 
shall  be  nothing  crooked.  Every  man  will  act  as 
straight  as  a  die. 

"The  crooked  shall  be  made  straight  and  the 
ROUGH  PLACES  PLAIN."  My  brothers,  this  is  a 
rough  world  for  a  great  many  of  the  people  who 
are  living  in  it  to-day.  You  visit,  as  I  have 
done,  the  slums  of  some  of  our  large  towns,  not 
only  in  London  but  in  Birmingham,  Manchester, 
Liverpool,  Glasgow,  Edinburgh  and  many  other 
of  our  large  industrial  centres ;  go  into  the  wretched 
places  where  the  slum-dwellers  exist,  get  into  con- 
versation with  them  and  try  to  find  out  what  it  is 
that  has  brought  them  into  this  condition.  I  admit 
that  you  will  find  that  there  are  many  cases  where 
"drink"  is  the  cause  of  it,  but  that  is  not  always 
the  case.  In  the  majority  of  cases  you  will  find 
that  the  fundamental  cause  is  not  "drink"  but  the 
simple  fact  that  "the  weakest  has  gone  to  the  wall." 
These  poor  creatures  have  not  had  the  physical  or 
mental  power  to  hold  their  own  in  the  battle  of  life. 
Many  of  them  have  carried  on  a  brave  struggle  for 
years  to  keep  out  of  the  abyss,  but  they  have  had 
to  give  in  at  last.  It  is,  I  say,  a  rough  world  for 
a  lot  of  people  that  are  in  it  to-day.  But  this  state 
of  things  is  not  to  last  for  ever.  "The  crooked 
places  shall  be  made  straight  and  the  rough  places 
plain.  And  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  be 
REVEALED."  Think  of  it !  Instead  of  poverty  and 
wretchedness,  misery  and  despair ;  instead  of  slums 
and  sweating  dens ;  instead  of  the  worry  and  anxiety 
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and  carking  care  men  go  through  who  are  out  of 
work,  and  the  empty  stomachs  and  pinched  faces 
of  their  wives  and  children ;  instead  of  the  powers 
of  evil  appearing  to  be  triumphant  as  so  often  seems 
to  be  the  case  to-day,  "  The  glory  of  the  Lord  shall 
be  revealed."  The  goodness,  mercy  and  grace,  the 
justice,  power  and  triumphant  love  of  God  shall  be 
realized  and  felt  by  everybody.  "And  all  flesh 
SHALL  SEE  IT  TOGETHER."  There  shall  not  be  a 
man,  woman  or  child  on  God's  earth  deprived  of 
their  rightful  privilege  of  &  fair  share  of  all  the 
good  gifts  which  He  has  provided.  This  glorious 
world  with  all  its  boundless  resources,  with  its 
abundance  of  food  and  clothing  and  all  the 
necessities  of  life;  all  the  heritage  of  the  ages,  the 
best  there  is  in  art,  in  science,  in  literature,  in 
philosophy,  shall  not  be  the  exclusive  privilege  of  a 
few,  but  shall  be  freely  at  the  disposal  of  every- 
body. "All  flesh  shall  see  it  together."  I  have 
the  firm  conviction  that  this  great  Brotherhood 
Movement,  of  which  every  member  of  this  society 
is  a  unit,  has  been  raised  up  by  God  to  play  an 
important  part  in  the  realization  of  the  prophet's 
vision.  That  it  will  assuredly  come  to  pass  there 
can  be  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  those  of  us  who 
take  our  stand  on  the  Bible,  for  "The  mouth  of 
THE  Lord  hath  spoken  it." 

Was  there  anything  irreverent  in  that  great  out- 
burst of  applause  that  followed?  Not  a  bit  of  it. 
It  was  a  genuine  expression  of  agreement  with 
what  had  been  said.  The  men  felt  in  their  hearts 
that  the  speaker  had  given  utterance  to  what  they 
believed  was  in  perfect  harmony  with  God's  revela- 
tion and  His  Divine  will,  and  their  cheering  was  a 
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triumphant  expression  of  joy  at  the  prospect  of  the 
incoming  of  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  and  the  reign 
of  Christ  as  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords. 
Glancing  at  the  clock  the  chairman  observed  that 
they  had  already  exceeded  the  usual  time  by  two 
or  three  minutes.  In  announcing  the  closing  hymn, 
he  added,  "The  first  verse  only."  It  was  Felix 
Adler's  inspiring  and  soul-stirring  poem,  "The 
Golden  City,"  the  sentiments  of  which  fitted  in 
beautifully  with  the  tenor  of  the  address  to  which 
the  men  had  just  been  listening.  Didn't  they  roll 
it  out  with  gusto  ! 

"  Sing  we  of  the  Golden  City, 

Pictured  in  the  legends  old ; 
Everlasting  light  shines  o'er  it, 

Wondrous  things  of  it  are  told. 
Only  righteous  men  and  women 

Dwell  within  its  gleaming  walls ; 
Wrong  is  banished  from  its  borders. 

Justice  reigns  throughout  its  halls." 

The  organ  ceased  playing.  The  men  in  the 
orchestra  began  to  lay  down  their  instruments. 
Just  for  two  or  three  seconds  there  seemed  to  be  a 
pause,  and  then,  as  if  inspired  by  a  common 
impulse,  the  men,  disregarding  the  injunction  of 
the  chairman  for  "the  first  verse  only,"  went  on 
singing,  and  rolled  out  the  remaining  two  verses 
as  though  the  building  of  the  New  Jerusalem 
depended  on  the  vigour  and  enthusiasm  they  put 
into  it. 

"We  are  builders  of  that  City, 

All  our  joys  and  all  our  groans 
Help  to  rear  its  shining  ramparts; 

All  our  lives  are  building-stones. 
For  that  City  we  must  labour. 

For  its  sake  bear  pain  and  grief, 
In  it  find  the  end  of  living, 

And  the  anchor  of  belief. 
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"And  the  work  that  we  have  builded, 

Oft  with  bleeding  hands  and  tears, 
Oft  in  error,  oft  in  anguish, 

Will  not  perish  with  our  years. 
It  will  last,  and  shine  transfigured 

In  the  final  reign  of  Right; 
It  will  pass  into  the  splendours 

Of  the  City  of  the  Light." 

The  benediction  was  pronounced  and  then,  after 
a  slight  pause,  the  men  filed  out,  and  at  a  quarter 
past  four  there  was  to  be  seen  what  an  old  resident 
described  as  "the  finest  sight  in  the  town":  nine 
hundred  men  streaming  out  of  a  place  of  worship 
on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  their  faces  radiant  with 
joy,  some  of  them  humming  over  the  strains  of 
the  last  hymn  they  had  been  singing,  others  dis- 
cussing the  address  they  had  heard,  but  the  minds 
of  all  occupied  with  thoughts  concerning  "the 
Kingdom  of  our  God  and  the  power  of  His  Christ." 
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'  Does  it  make  you  feel  mad  when  you  hear  about 
Some  poor  starved  fellow  who  flickered  out 
Because  he  had  never  a  decent  chance 
In  the  tangled  meshes  of  circumstance? 
If  it  makes  you  burn  like  the  fires  of  sin, 
Brother,  you're  fit  for  the  ranks, 
Fall  in !  " 


*•  If  the  bulk  of  the  human  race  are  always  to  remain  as 
at  present,  slaves  to  toil,  drudging  from  early  morning  to 
late  at  night  for  the  bare  necessaries,  and  with  all  the 
intellectual  and  moral  deficiencies  which  this  implies,  with- 
out interest  or  sentiments  as  citizens  and  members  of 
society,  I  know  not  what  there  is  that  should  make  any 
person  with  any  capacity  for  reason  concern  himself  with 
the  destiny  of  the  human  race." 

John  Stuart  Mill. 
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"Men,  my  brothers,  men  the  workers, 
Ever  reaping  something  new. 
That  which  they  have  done  but  earnest 
Of  the  things  that  they  shall  do." 
'  Tennyson. 

"This  is  life  to  come, 
Which   martyred  men   have  made  more  glorious 
For  us  who  strive  to  follow.     May  I  reach 
That  purest  heaven,  be  to  other  souls 
The  cup  of  strength  in  some  great  agony, 
Enkindle  generous  ardour,  feed  pure  love, 
Beget  the  smiles  that  have  no  cruelty, 
Be  the  sweet  presence  of  a  good  diffused. 
And  in  diffusion  ever  more  intense. 
So  shall  I  join  the  choir  invisible, 
Whose  music  is  the  gladness  of  the  world. 

George  Eliot. 

If  nothing  more  were  done  than  to  get  audiences 
of  men  together  for  a  religious  service  in  a  place  of 
worship  or  other  public  building  once  a  week,  it 
were  well  worth  the  effort ;  and  the  movement  that 
has  succeeded  in  getting  over  half  a  million  men 
together  on  Sunday  afternoons  under  conditions 
more  or  less  of  the  character  described  in  the 
previous  chapters  has  more  than  justified  its  exist- 
ence. But  more  than  this  is  being  done.  In  the 
Brotherhood  Movement  the  Sunday  afternoon  meet- 
ing is  the  principal  feature.  It  is  there  that  the 
men  get  a  spiritual  uplift  that  helps  many  a  man 
to  lead  a  straight  life  throughout  the  week,  and 
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gives  to  others  the  inspiration  and  encouragement 
men  need  who  are  engaged  in  any  form  of  work, 
social  or  religious,  that  has  for  its  object  the  better- 
ment of  mankind.  But  it  is  impossible  for  it  to 
end  there.  When  men  have  met  together  for  an 
hour  or  more  in  a  meeting  of  this  character  once 
a  week,  a  feeling  of  comradeship  and  fellowship 
naturally  springs  up  among  them,  and  the  constant 
proclamation  every  Sunday  of  the  Christian  ideal 
begets  in  them  a  feeling  that  they  want  to  do  some- 
thing more  than  hear  about  the  glories  of  a  heaven 
on  earth  and  sing  about  the  coming  of  the  King- 
dom. They  feel  that  they  want  to  do  something  to 
speed  on  its  realization.  The  gradual  development  of 
Christian  ideas  and  Christian  work  in  such  a  body 
of  men  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  fascinat- 
ing features  of  the  movement.  What  is  being  done 
in  this  direction  is  well  illustrated  by  the  case  of  a 
society  started  under  most  difficult  circumstances 
and  where  there  was  least  promise  of  success.  It 
was  one  of  those  London  districts  where  the  work- 
ing classes,  many  of  whom  are  among  the  worst 
paid  of  our  artisan  population,  were  left  severely 
to  themselves.  The  religious  life  of  the  immediate 
locality  was  a  few  years  ago  at  a  particularly  low 
ebb.  Two  places  of  worship  existed  there  at  one 
time,  a  Congregational  and  a  Primitive  Methodist. 
The  Primitive  Methodists,  strange  to  say,  could 
not  make  a  success  of  it.  They  sold  their  building 
and  it  is  now  used  as  a  store-room  by  a  local  builder 
and  contractor.  They  put  up  a  more  pretentious 
church  in  an  adjoining  locality  inhabited  by  a 
middle-class  population.  The  Congregational 
Church  is  a  fine  old-fashioned  building,  built 
square,  with  a  good  solid-looking  appearance,  as 
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though  it  were  meant  to  withstand  all  the  ravages 
of  time,  and  to  house  for  many  generations  a 
fashionable  congregation.  The  proverbial  "oldest 
inhabitant "  well  remembers  a  row  of  carriages 
lining  the  street  on  Sundays,  for  when  it  was  built 
it  was  situated  in  a  somewhat  aristocratic  suburb. 
It  has  numbered  among  its  ministers  some  promi- 
nent men  whose  names  figure  in  the  history  of 
Metropolitan  Congregationalism.  As  the  popula- 
tion of  London  grew  the  character  of  the  neighbour- 
hood completely  changed.  Three  and  four  families 
are  found,  in  many  cases,  living  in  separate  rooms 
of  houses  that  formerly  were  inhabited  by  a  single 
household.  When  the  well-to-do  people  cleared 
out  of  the  district,  probably  to  become  members 
of  churches  in  more  fashionable  suburbs,  the  new 
population  was  of  that  character  that  regarded 
church  attendance  and  similar  matters  as  no  con- 
cern of  theirs.  In  the  year  1904,  when  Mr.  Richard 
Mudie-Smith  conducted  his  census  of  church 
attendance  under  the  direction  of  the  Daily  News, 
there  was  an  adult  congregation  present  in  the 
morning  of  thirty-four  men  and  fifty-three  women, 
and  in  the  evening  twenty-six  men  and  fifty-two 
women.  From  the  standpoint  of  numbers  it  could 
scarcely  have  been  considered  a  soul-inspiring  con- 
gregation in  a  church  that  will  seat  about  five 
hundred. 

Some  four  years  ago  an  enthusiast  in  the  Brother- 
hood  Movement  suggested  to  the  church  officials 
that  it  would  be  a  grand  thing  to  have  this  fine  old 
building  crowded  on  Sunday  afternoons  with  work- 
ing men.  The  idea  took  root,  and  after  two  or 
three  months  spent  in  gathering  information  con- 
cerning the  movement,  and  in  visiting  and  organ- 
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izing,  a  Brotherhood  was  launched.  The  inaugural 
meeting  was  addressed  by  the  Rev.  F.  B.  Mej^r, 
B.A.,  who  at  the  time  was  PresidenFoirtHe'NatTonal 
Council.  A  well-known  singer,  a  favourite  pupil 
of  the  late  Sims  Reeves,  was  the  soloist  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  Mr.  Meyer's  address  had  so  marked  an 
effect  upon  him  that  he  forthwith  joined  the 
Brotherhood,  and  offered  his  services  gratuitously 
as  musical  director.  Under  his  leadership  a  fine 
men's  choir  was  got  together,  and  an  orchestra, 
which  proved  to  be  of  valuable  service.  Previous 
to  the  opening  meeting,  every  house  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood was  visited,  the  circular  inviting  the  men 
to  join  stating  that  the  Brotherhood  would  be 
strictly  non-sectarian  and  non-political,  and  would 
be  based  upon  the  principles  of  Christian  fellow- 
ship and  mutual  help,  the  only  condition  of  mem- 
bership being  that  a  man  is  desirous  of  joining. 

The  Brotherhood  did  not  take  the  place  by  storm. 
In  fact  the  attendance  at  the  first  meeting  was 
bitterly  disappointing.  So  few  turned  up  that  there 
was  evidently  considerable  point  in  the  observation 
made  by  one  who  had  lived  there  for  many  years — 
"Nothing  less  than  an  earthquake  will  move  the 
people  in  this  neighbourhood."  But  though  the 
number  of  men  who  threw  in  their  lot  at  the  begin- 
ning was  small,  they  w^ere  men  of  the  right  stamp. 
They  had  not  attended  several  meetings  to  hear 
the  principles  and  ideals  and  the  aims  and  objects 
of  the  Brotherhood  Movement  expounded  for 
nothing ;  it  was  not  in  vain  that  they  had  read  and 
\'  studied  ajl_the^opks_and_pamphlets  they  could  lay 
I  their  hands  on  concerning^ie  movement.  They 
had  got  a  clear  grasp  as  to  what  they  were  driving 
at,  and  were  confident  that  by  persistent  pegging 
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away  they  would  ultimately  make  an  impression  on 
the  men  of  the  neighbourhood.  It  was  tough  work 
for  a  time.  They  were  subject  to  bitter  and  hostile 
criticism  from  people  who  spoke  in  ignorance  of 
the  character  of  the  movement.  If  successive 
douches  of  cold  water  in  the  shape  of  pessimistic 
utterances  and  forebodings  could  have  damped  their 
ardour  it  would  certainly  have  been  done,  for  surely 
never  a  body  of  men  were  so  beset  with  prophets  of 
woe  and  failure  pouring  forth  their  jeremiads  week 
in  and  week  out.  But  the  men  of  the  Brotherhood 
knew  what  they  were  about,  and  their  faith  and 
courage  were  rewarded  by  seeing  the  membership 
and  attendance  steadily  going  up  week  by  week. 
At  the  last  audit  there  was  a  live  membership  roll 
of  365  men,  after  accounting  for  128  names  taken 
off  the  register  through  death,  removals  and  other 
causes. 

Shortly  after  the  Sunday  afternoon  meetings  had 
become  thoroughly  established  and  successful,  it 
was  felt  that  something  more  should  be  done  than 
simply  provide  a  religious  service  once  a  week.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  men  were  thoughtful  and 
intelligent,  and  the  character  of  the  addresses  they 
listened  to  at  the  Brotherhood  had  stimulated 
thought  among  them  and  aroused  a  lively  interest 
in  subjects  they  had  never  before  considered.  But 
there  were  no  facilities  for  these  men  to  meet 
together  on  a  week  evening  to  pursue  the  study 
of  any  subject  in  which  they  might  be  interested 
or  to  exchange  views  and  discuss  any  questions 
with  their  comrades.  There  was  also  a  section  of 
men  among  them  who  had  been  accustomed  for 
years  to  spend  their  evenings  in  the  public-house. 
Were  they  to  be  brought  under  the  blessed  inspir- 
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ing  influences  of  the  Brotherhood  meetings  for  little 
more  than  an  hour  once  a  week  and  then  left  for 
six  evenings  in  the  week  to  get  into  the  pernicious 
and  soul-destroying  atmosphere  of  the  public- 
house?  The  matter  was  discussed  by  the  men  in 
open  council,  and  it  was  decided  to  make  a  deter- 
mined effort  to  secure  a  place  where  they  could  meet 
during  the  week  for  recreation,  study  and  fellow- 
ship. Their  initial  attempt  to  provide  themselves 
with  a  social  institute  was  a  very  modest  one.  There 
were  two  large  rooms  in  the  rear  of  the  church 
which^for  years  had  been  used  as  lumber  rooms. 
The  deacons  were  approached  by  members  of  the 
Brotherhood,  and  asked  if  they  would  place  these 
rooms  at  their  disposal  for  the  purposes  of  a  club. 
Permission  was  readily  granted.  The  men  them- 
selves undertook  the  renovation  of  the  rooms  in 
their  spare  time;  the  useless  lumber  was  cleared 
out,  the  rooms  cleansed  and  decorated  in  a  very 
artistic  and  thoroughly  efficient  manner.  It  became 
a  most  valuable  auxiliary  to  the  work  of  the 
Brotherhood,  being  kept  open  on  week-nights,  and 
providing  a  splendid  counter-attraction  to  the 
influence  of  the  public-house. 

These  premises  soon  became  too  small  for  the 
proper  accommodation  of  the  number  of  men  who 
desired  to  take  advantage  of  the  institute,  and  after 
many  months  of  consideration  a  bold  scheme  was 
launched  and  successfully  carried  through.  In  a 
narrow  street  not  far  from  the  church  a  large  house 
was  discovered  to  be  vacant.  It  was  a  handsome 
building,  with  wide,  spacious  entrance,  and  having 
eight  good  rooms  available  for  institute  purposes 
in  addition  to  ample  accommodation  for  a  care- 
taker and  his  wife.    In  the  rear  was  a  large  garden 
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with  spacious  lawn,  on  which  a  meeting  of  five  or 
six  hundred  persons  could  be  held  comfortably. 
The  whole  was  surrounded  by  trees,  and  was  as 
quiet  and  retired  as  though  it  were  in  the  country, 
though  situate  within  six  miles  of  Charing  Cross. 
The  lease  of  these  premises  was  obtained  at  a  rental 
of  £^0  per  annum.  In  the  palmy  days  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood it  would  readily  let  at  double  that  sum. 
There  is  a  comfortable  reading-room,  recreation 
rooms  with  three  billiard  tables,  and  committee 
rooms  which  are  available  for  the  members  to  meet 
in  for  any  special  purpose.  During  the  summer 
months,  in  fine  weather,  al  fresco  concerts  and 
entertainments  are  held  on  the  lawn  on  week  even- 
ings, to  which  the  members  bring  their  wives  and 
families,  and  on  fine  Sunday  afternoons  the 
Brotherhood  meeting  is  held  here  to  great  advan- 
tage. During  the  winter  months  classes  are  held 
for  the  study  of  social  problems,  and  lectures  given 
by  specialists  on  social  and  economic  questions. 
Debates  and  discussions  on  pre-arranged  topics  are 
a  source  of  attraction  to  the  argumentative  section 
of  the  men  as  well  as  to  many  who  like  to  witness 
a  battle  of  the  wits.  The  experience  of  the  Brother- 
hood even  in  this  locality  is  similar  to  that  experi- 
enced in  all  parts  of  the  country  where  a  social 
institute  forms  a  part  of  the  work  associated  with 
the  society.  It  has  been  the  means  of  helping  many 
a  man  who  has  been  down,  on  to  his  feet  again, 
and  has  proved  one  of  the  greatest  counteracting 
influences  to  the  public-house  that  has  been  devised. 
One  incident  in  connection  with  the  history  of  this 
society  shows  what  a  powerful  factor  this  phase 
of  work  may  become  in  the  social  life  of  the  people. 
One  of  the  features  of  the  work  in  connection 
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with  the  Brotherhood  is  that  of  the  Look-out  Com- 
mittee. This  committee  consists  of  members  who 
scour  the  streets  for  about  half-an-hour  before  the 
meeting,  giving  invitations  to  all  the  men  they 
come  across  to  attend  the  Brotherhood.  Several 
of  them  had  observed  a  large  number  of  men  turn- 
ing out  of  the  public-house  at  closing  time,  which 
happened  to  be  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the 
commencement  of  the  meeting.  They  decided  to 
bombard  these  men,  and  Sunday  after  Sunday 
they  were  on  the  spot,  and  every  man  received  a 
hearty  invitation.  Many  of  them  responded.  They 
not  only  joined  the  Brotherhood  and  attended  its 
meetings  regularly,  but  became  members  of  the 
Social  Institute,  spending  their  week  evenings  in 
a  rational  manner  and  in  congenial  company.  The 
men  have  been  raised  to  a  higher  plane  of  thought 
and  of  purpose,  their  homes  have  been  brightened 
and  changed  for  the  better,  and  the  entire  outlook 
of  their  life  broadened.  The  effect  on  the  public- 
house  is  best  told  in  the  words  of  the  publican 
himself.  A  short  time  ago  it  was  rumoured  that 
he  was  about  to  leave  the  neighbourhood  in  con- 
sequence of  his  trade  having  sunk  so  low  he  could 
not  make  a  living  out  of  it.  One  who  was  inter- 
ested in  the  Brotherhood,  anxious  to  ascertain 
the  true  facts  of  the  case  first-hand,  obtained  an 
interview  with  the  publican,  and  in  the  course  of 
conversation  asked  why  he  was  leaving  the  neigh- 
bourhood. "Oh,"  he  replied,  "it's  all  owing  to 
that  confounded  Brotherhood.  They've  got  hold 
of  more  than  half  of  my  best  customers,  and  I 
never  see  them  now.  It's  completely  ruined  my 
business."  A  fortnight  after  it  was  discovered  that 
the  publican  had  gone. 

Wheti  every  Brotherhood  in  the  Ignd  hjas  con- 
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nected  with  it  a  social  institute  of  which  every 
possible  advantage  is  taken  for  redeeming  and 
transforming  the  lives  of  men,  providing  them 
with  opportunities  of  social  intercourse,  physical 
recreation  and  mental  development,  the  movement 
in  this  phase  of  its  work  will  become  a  great 
national  asset  and  a  powerful  lever  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  are  working  for  righteousness. 

Soon  after  the  Brotherhood  was  established  a 
Benevolent  Fund  was  started.  There  had  been 
occasional  instances  of  members  of  the  Brother- 
hood falling  into  adverse  circumstances,  and  being 
helped  in  a  spasmodic  manner.  It  was  decided  to 
make  this  a  regular  department  of  Christian  work. 
In  a  neighbourhood  where  there  is  so  much 
poverty,  and  where  employment  is  so  inconstant, 
men  are  frequently,  through  no  fault  of  their  own, 
suddenly  reduced  in  circumstances.  In  the  early 
days  of  the  Brotherhood  one  of  the  members,  who 
had  been  seriously  ill,  was  advised  to  go  away  to 
a  convalescent  home,  but  he  had  no  funds.  He  was 
sent  to  a  first-^-rate  home  for  two  weeks  without 
any  expense  to  himself;  his  wife  and  family  were 
also  assisted  whilst  he  was  away,  and  some  money 
was  given  to  his  wife  on  the  day  of  his  return,  to 
make  certain  there  would  be  something  in  the  cup- 
board when  he  arrived  home.  In  another  instance 
it  was  discovered  that  one  of  the  members  had  been 
forced  to  pledge  his  Sunday  clothes  in  order  to 
obtain  necessaries  for  his  wife  and  family.  On  this 
becoming  known,  the  clothes  were  immediately 
redeemed  and  returned  to  their  owner,  who  attended 
the  meeting  on  the  following  Sunday.  It  accident- 
ally came  to  the  knowledge  of  one  of  the  members 
that  one  of  their  number  had  fallen  into  arrears 
with  his  rent,  having  been  out  of  work  for  a  con- 
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siderable  time.  The  agent  for  the  property  had 
threatened  to  turn  him  and  his  family  out  if  the 
rent  was  not  paid.  The  Brotherhood  stepped  in 
and  put  an  end  to  the  trouble  in  that  direction. 

Some  interesting  entries  are  to  be  found  in  the 
accounts  relating  to  the  distribution  of  the  benevo- 
lent fund.  One  item,  for  instance,  is  entered  as 
"Court  Fees."  In  this  matter  the  committee  were 
obliged  to  act  at  once,  so  as  to  prevent  the  brother 
from  going  to  prison.  In  another  case  they  had 
to  find  some  money  to  lend  one  of  the  brothers  to 
save  him  from  losing  his  situation.  In  several 
instances  money  has  been  advanced  to  brothers 
in  temporary  need,  and  in  every  case  the  repay- 
ment has  been  satisfactorily  made.  Several  of  the 
members,  through  being  out  of  work,  had  got 
in  arrears  with  their  rent,  and  the  treasurer,  who 
usually  attends  to  such  matters,  has  had  to  see  the 
agent.  On  one  occasion  he  had  to  interview  a 
Jewish  agent,  a  pretty  hard  man,  and  in  the  corner 
of  the  room  he  used  as  an  office  was  a  large  dog, 
just  fastened  up  with  string,  which  he  could  easily 
have  broken  had  his  assistance  been  required.  This 
was  a  very  rough  meeting,  but  it  was  worth  the 
trouble  and  danger,  as  the  brother  is  still  living  in 
the  same  house,  and  is  now  doing  fairly  well. 
There  are  scores  of  other  instances  of  help  rendered 
just  in  the  nick  of  time.  This  has  always  been  done 
in  a  quiet,  unostentatious  manner,  free  from  the 
demoralizing  taint  of  pauperism  and  conventional 
charity.  Those  who  have  been  helped  on  to  their 
feet  are  frequently  found  most  ready  to  render 
assistance  to  others  who  may  be  found  temporarily 
stranded. 

When  Christ  sent  the  seventy  disciples  forth  to 
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visit  outlying  districts  He  sent  them  "two  and  two 
before  His  face."  It  was  a  masterly  stroke. 
Following  the  tactics  of  the  Master  the  same  prin- 
ciple has  been  adopted  in  relation  to  one  of  the 
most  important  sections  of  the  work  in  connection 
with  the  Brotherhood,  that  of  the  Visiting  Com- 
mittee. The  attendance  of  the  members  is  regis- 
tered as  they  enter  the  church  on  Sunday  after- 
noons, expert  men  being  specially  appointed  as 
registrars  for  this  purpose.  Before  the  close  of 
the  meeting  lists  have  been  compiled  of  all  absent 
members  arranged  in  districts.  Two  members  of 
the  visiting  committee  have  charge  of  a  district, 
which  is  usually  a  small  area,  in  order  to  gi.ve  an 
opportunity  for  as  many  as  possible  to  take  part 
in  the  work.  The  value  of  giving  a  district  in 
charge  of  two  persons  will  be  readily  recognized 
by  those  who  have  taken  part  in  any  work  of  this 
kind.  The  disappointments  and  discouragements 
met  with,  which  would  damp  the  ardour  of  a  single 
person,  appear  trivial  when  there  is  a  comrade  to 
talk  it  over  with.  When  they  get  into  touch  with 
the  person  who  is  being  visited  the  conversation 
never  flags  when  two  of  them  have  their  wits  at 
work.  Having  got  their  lists  the  visitors  first  tick 
off  the  names  of  comrades  they  know  to  be  at  work, 
for  many  of  the  members  who  are  employed  as 
railwaymen,  tramwaymen  and  in  other  occupations 
have  to  work  a  certain  proportion  of  Sundays 
during  the  month,  when  attendance  at  the  Brother- 
hood is  out  of  the  question.  The  remainder  are 
then  visited  during  the  week,  not  under  the  assump- 
tion that  the  member  has  purposely  stayed  away, 
but  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  if  he  is  sick  or  in 
trouble  of  any  kind.    Where  the  visitation  is  kept 
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up  systematically,  as  it  is  in  every  well-organized 
Brotherhood,  it  has  a  wonderful  effect  on  the  meet- 
ing. One  man  who  had  had  a  particularly  hard 
week's  work,  ending  with  a  spell  of  sixteen  hours 
on  the  Saturday,  felt  inclined  to  indulge  in  a  rest 
on  the  Sunday  afternoon.  His  wife  interfered. 
"Thee  get  off  to  the  Brotherhood,"  she  said,  "I'm 
not  going  to  have  the  visitors  coming  round  hunt- 
ing thee  up."    And  he  went. 

Periodically  the  members  of  the  visiting  com- 
mittee lay  themselves  out  for  a  complete  canvass 
of  the  neighbourhood  for  the  purpose  of  discover- 
ing new  members.  It  is  done  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple and  with  as  much  thoroughness  as  though 
they  were  canvassing  at  a  parliamentary  election. 
Not  infrequently  they  come  across  men  who  are 
only  waiting  for  a  personal  invitation.  "Is  Jack 
Binns  one  of  your  members  ?  "  asked  a  bricklayer's 
labourer  of  one  of  the  visitors  who  were  calling 
on  him.  "He  is,"  was  the  reply,  "and  a  good  one 
too."  "Then  if  you've  only  saved  him,  it's  worth 
all  your  work.     I  think  I'll  come  and  join  too." 

The  Book  Club  is  an  important  part  of  the  social 
side  of  the  work.  The  men  contribute  one  penny 
per  week,  and  every  half  year  the  distribution  of 
books  takes  place.  The  Book  Committee  prepare  a 
list  of  suitable  books  from  which  the  members 
make  their  selection.  If  a  member  desires  a  par- 
ticular book  that  is  not  on  the  list  it  is  procured  for 
him.  The  distribution  is  made  a  special  event, 
and  generally  some  person  is  selected  for  the  pur- 
pose who  will  give  an  address  on  some  attractive 
literary  topic.  Many  a  man  who,  before  he  joined 
the  Brotherhood,  never  purchased  a  book  in  his 
life,  having  procured  two  or  three  books  in  this 


PRACTICAL   CHRISTIANITY  65 

fashion  has  acquired  a  taste  for  reading,  and  is 
now  in  possession  of  a  handsome  bookcase,  or  a  fine 
row  of  shelves,  either  made  by  himself  or  with  the 
assistance  of  some  brother  who  has  dropped  in  of 
an  evening  to  give  him  a  helping  hand.  It  is  no 
uncommon  sight  to  find  in  a  Brotherhood  home  a 
hundred  or  more  volumes,  the  nucleus  of  a  good 
cottage  library,  for  the  men  soon  become  pur- 
chasers of  books  in  the  ordinary  way,  the  half- 
yearly  volume  being  insufficient  to  satisfy  their 
awakened  appetite. 

The  next  thing  to  establish  was  a  Thrift  Club, 
commonly  called  in  the  south  a  "Slate  Club." 
Members  who  join  the  club  subscribe  a  certain 
amount  each  week.  During  sickness  a  fixed 
amount  is  paid  out  to  the  sick  member,  and  at 
death  a  grant  is  made  to  the  member's  wife.  At 
Christmas  time  the  amount  remaining  in  the  bank 
with  any  interest  that  may  have  accrued  is  divided 
out  to  the  members  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
they  have  subscribed.  A  nice  lump  sum  coming 
in  at  this  season  has  enabled  many  a  struggling 
family  to  spend  "A  merry  Christmas"  indeed. 

A  great  deal  of  nonsense  has  been  talked  and 
written  about  the  relationship  of  the  Brotherhoods 
to  the  Churches.  This  is  generally  done  in  the 
nature  of  criticism,  and  by  persons  who  never  do 
any  practical  work  themselves  but  spend  their  time 
criticizing  and  censuring  the  work  others  are 
doing,  and  endeavouring  to  create  difficulties  where 
none  really  exist.  If  the  Brotherhood  Movement 
is  left  to  work  in  its  own  way,  free  and  unham- 
pered, there  will  be  no  reason  to  waste  time  in  dis- 
cussing its  relationship  to  the  churches  or  to  any 
other  religious  or  social  organization.     It  regards 
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the  work  of  any  who  are  labouring  in  the  name  of 
God  and  humanity  with  a  friendly  and  sympathetic 
eye.  In  the  words  of  John  Wesley  it  declares, 
"We  are  the  friends  of  all  and  the  enemies  of 
none."  An  incident  that  occurred  in  connection 
with  this  Brotherhood  illustrates  beautifully  how 
the  thing  works  out  in  actual  practice.  When  the 
Brotherhood  was  started  the  deacons  and  church 
officers  threw  open  the  building  for  the  free  use 
of  the  society  on  Sunday  afternoons  without  any 
question  of  rent  or  payment  of  any  kind.  They 
declared  that  their  hearts  would  be  gladdened  if 
the  men  of  the  district  would  band  themselves 
together  in  a  society  like  this  and  hold  their  meet- 
ing in  the  church.  Notwithstanding  this  I  find  in 
the  financial  statement  which  is  published  each 
year  an  item  of  ;^io  appearing  as  a  donation  to  the 
church.  When  the  Brotherhood  had  got  into  full 
swing  some  of  the  men  began  to  remark  about  the 
dirty  appearance  of  the  interior.  At  that  time  the 
church  was  without  a  minister,  and  the  finances 
were  in  such  a  condition  that  the  officers  felt  they 
were  not  in  a  position  to  offer  a  call  to  any  one. 
They  decided  to  get  along  as  best  they  could  for  a 
year  or  so  with  temporary  assistance.  Sometimes 
the  speaker  at  the  Brotherhood  meeting  would 
conduct  the  services. 

The  condition  of  the  building  may  be  imagined 
when  it  is  known  that  it  had  not  been  renovated 
for  at  least  seventeen  years;  and,  judging  by  the 
state  of  the  church's  finances,  another  seventeen 
years  might  have  passed  without  it  making  the 
acquaintance  of  paint  or  varnish.  It  was  during 
this  period  that  the  president  one  Sunday  afternoon 
drew  the  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Brother- 
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hood  to  the  discreditable  condition  of  the  building, 
and  on  the  spur  of  the  moment  threw  out  a  chal- 
lenge. If  the  members  of  the  Brotherhood  would 
undertake  to  do  the  necessary  labour,  he  would 
collect  sufficient  money  to  cover  the  cost  of 
materials.  His  proposal  was  greeted  with  cries  of 
"Agreed!"  Three  members  of  the  Brotherhood 
were  appointed  to  confer  with  three  members  of  the 
church  to  consider  the  offer.  It  was  soon  dis- 
covered that  there  were  men  in  the  Brotherhood 
duly  qualified  to  carry  out  the  work.  Three 
members  accustomed  to  the  job  prepared  specifica- 
tions of  the  cost  of  material ;  two  were  appointed 
organizers  of  the  labour.  The  necessary  scaffold- 
ing was  lent  free  of  cost  by  members  who  were  in 
the  trade.  The  work  of  erecting  the  scaffolding 
was  accomplished  in  five  evenings.  Sixty-four 
men  were  engaged  in  the  work,  which  was  done  by 
some  of  them  working  a  few  hours  in  the  morn- 
ing and  others  working  a  few  hours  in  the  evening. 
Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings  were  devoted  to 
the  work,  and  on  August  Bank  Holiday  they  were 
at  it  from  early  morning  till  late  at  night.  In  six 
weeks  the  work  was  completed,  the  congregation, 
in  the  meantime,  worshipping  in  the  lecture-hall. 
The  actual  work  done  included  washing,  repairing, 
and  redecorating  the  walls  and  ceilings  with  colour 
work  and  paint,  painting  wood-work,  varnishing 
pulpit  and  pews,  cleaning,  painting  and  repairing 
blinds,  repairing  floor,  renovating  the  minister's 
vestry,  and  placing  in  it  a  new  stove,  re-covering 
doors  with  baize,  painting  windows,  providing  new 
carpets  and  matting.  The  decorative  part  of  the 
work  was  admirably  done,  producing  an  effect  that 
has  delighted  the  members  of  the  church.    Behind 
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the  pulpit,  in  a  beautifully-designed  scroll,  was 
inscribed  the  text:  "We  Preach  Christ  Crucified." 
An  insurance  policy,  costing  twenty  shillings,  was 
taken  out  before  the  work  began,  which  would 
have  entitled  any  man  injured  to  ten  shillings  a 
week  for  twenty-six  weeks,  and  his  executors  ;;^ioo 
in  case  of  death.  Fortunately,  there  was  no  acci- 
dent of  any  kind.  Members  of  the  Brotherhood 
who  were  unable  to  devote  themselves  to  the  prac- 
tical work  undertook  to  collect  a  shilling  each 
towards  the  cost  of  materials.  In  this  way  jCi2 
was  realized,  so  that  everybody  was  able  to  have 
a  hand  in  it.  The  total  value  of  the  work  done 
exceeded  ;^200.  A  master  decorator,  who  un- 
officially inspected  the  work  after  it  was  finished, 
declared  that  no  one  could  have  done  the  job  for 
that  amount,  and  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  get 
a  contractor  whose  men  would  have  done  it  so  well, 
for  these  men  were  not  working  for  wages  but  for 
love,  and  so  put  their  heart  into  it. 

On  the  first  Sunday  in  September  the  church, 
looking  beautiful  and  bright,  was  re-opened  for 
Divine  worship,  the  services  being  conducted  by  a 
young  man  fresh  from  college,  who  has  accepted 
the  call  of  the  church  as  their  minister.  The 
future,  both  of  the  church  and  Brotherhood,  is 
bright  with  hope.  The  new  minister,  Rev.  F.  J. 
Sloper,  B.A.,  B.D.,  is  not  only  a  man  of  scholarly 
attainments,  who  has  gained  remarkable  distinc- 
tion throughout  his  college  career;  he  has  a  great 
brotherly  heart,  and  has  already  become  exceed- 
ingly popular  among  the  men.  They  have  elected 
him  President  of  the  Brotherhood.  Members  of  the 
Brotherhood  who  previously  had  contented  them- 
selves with  merely  attending  the  Sunday  afternoon 
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meeting,  are  now  dropping  in  to  the  evening 
service  with  their  wives,  and  there  are  indications 
that  many  of  them  have  come  to  regard  the  church 
as  their  spiritual  home. 

The  latest  phase  of  the  work  in  connection  with 
this  society  is  the  successful  founding  of  a  Sister- 
hood. The  same  question  arose  here  as  has  been 
asked  in  other  places.  If  a  meeting  for  men  only 
on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  why  not  a  meeting  for 
women  only  on  a  week  evening  ?  There  was  no 
difficulty  experienced  here  in  the  matter  of  a  place 
for  meeting,  for  the  church  was  available  and  was 
at  the  disposal  of  the  women  free  and  uncon- 
ditional. What  was  felt  to  be  a  great,  if  not 
insuperable,  difficulty  was  a  woman  who  could  take 
the  leadership.  A  few  preliminary  conferences  of 
women  interested  in  the  matter  were  held  where 
every  phase  of  the  work  was  thoroughly  discussed. 
The  desired  "leader"  had  not  turned  up,  but  it 
was  decided  to  go  ahead  and  do  the  best  they  could 
themselves,  each  one  taking  her  part  in  the  work. 
They  wisely  decided  to  run  the  Sisterhood  on  the 
same  lines  as  the  Brotherhood.  It  was  to  be 
managed  and  controlled  by  the  women  themselves, 
and  on  a  purely  representative  and  democratic 
basis.  A  thorough  canvass  was  made  of  the 
women  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  eventually  the 
first  meeting  was  held.  The  number  of  women 
that  turned  up  at  the  first  meeting  surprised  every- 
body. The  same  heartiness,  good  fellowship 
and  unconventionality  that  characterize  a  good 
Brotherhood  meeting  prevailed,  and  at  the  close 
nearly  everybody  present  gave  in  their  names  as 
members.  There  are  to-day  nearly  three  hundred 
members  of  the  Sisterhood.   The  meetings  are  held 
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on  Monday  evenings  all  the  year  round.  What 
the  Sisterhood  has  meant  in  the  shape  of  a  new 
joy  and  a  broadened  outlook  on  life  to  the  women, 
its  effect  on  the  home  life  and  on  the  moral  and 
social  life  of  the  district  generally  no  human 
tongue  can  tell. 

This  Brotherhood  and  Sisterhood  at  West 
Norwood  with  all  their  social  and  religious 
activities,  with  their  beneficent  and  uplifting 
influence  on  the  lives  of  hundreds  of  men  and 
women  and  the  purifying^  and  ennobling  power 
they  exert  on  the  neighbourhood,  initiated  and 
carried  to  a  successful  issue  under  most  unpromis- 
ing conditions,  is  but  an  example  of  what  may  be 
found  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom. 


OUR    SISTERHOODS 


WOMANHOOD 

"She  must  be  honest,  both  in  thought  and  deed, 
Of  generous  impulse,  and  above  all  greed ; 
Not  seeking  praise,   or  place,  or  power,  or  pelf, 
But  life's  best  blessings  for  her  higher  self, 
Which  means  the  best  for  all.     She  must  have  faith. 
To  make  good  friends  of  Trouble,  Pain,  and  Death, 
And  understand  their  message.     She  should  be 
As  redolent  with  tender  sympathy 
As  is  a  rose  with  fragrance.     Cheerfulness 
Should  be  her  mantle,  even  though  her  dress 
May  be  of  Sorrow's  weaving.     On  her  face 
A  loyal  nature  leaves  its  seal  of  grace. 
♦  ♦**** 

A  sense  of  humour,  and  a  touch  of  mirth, 
To  brighten  up  the  shadowy  spots  of  earth ; 
And  pride  that  passes  evil — choosing  good. 
All  these  unite  in  perfect  womanhood." 

Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox. 


CHAPTER    IV 

OUR   SISTERHOODS 

"The  woman's  cause  is  man's:  they  rise  or  sink 
Together,  dwarf  d  or  godlike,  bond  or  free  : 
For  she  that  out  of  Lethe  scales  with  man 
The  shining  steps  of  Nature,  shares  with  man 
His  nights,  his  days,  moves  with  him  to  one  goal, 
Stays  all  the  fair  young  planet  in  her  hands — 
If  she  be  small,  slight-natured,  miserable, 
How  shall  men  grow?  but  work  no  more  alone! 
Our  place  is  much ;  as  far  as  in  us  lies 
We  two  will  serve  them  both  in  aiding  her — 
Will  clear  away  the  parasitic  forms 
That  seem  to  keep  her  up  but  drag  her  down — 
Will  leave  her  space  to  burgeon  out  of  all 
Within  her — let  her  make  herself  her  own 
To  give  or  keep,  to  live  and  learn  and  be 
All  that  not  harms  distinctive  womanhood. 
For  woman  is  not  undevelopt  man, 
But  diverse  :   could  we  make  her  as  the  man, 
Sweet  Love  were  slain  :  his  dearest  bond  is  this, 
Not  like  to  like,  but  like  in  difference. 
Yet  in  the  long  years  liker  must  they  grow ; 
The  man  be  more  of  woman,  she  of  man  ; 
He  gain  in  sweetness  and  in  moral  height. 
Nor  lose  the  wrestling  thews  that  throw  the  world ; 
She  mental  breadth,  nor  fail  in  childward  care, 
Nor  lose  the  childlike  in  the  larger  mind ; 
Till  at  the  last  she  set  herself  to  man. 
Like  perfect  music  unto  noble  words." 

Tennyson. 

'*  I  have  ofttimes  noted,  when  women  receive  the  doctrine 
of  the  Gospel,  they  are  far  more  fervent  in  faith,  they  hold 
to  it  more  stiff  and  fast  than  men  do." 

Martin  Luther. 

Some  of  the  most  remarkable  developments  of 
the   Brotherhood    Movement   are   taking   place   in 
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such  a  quiet  and  unostentatious  way  that  even 
those  in  the  movement  scarcely  realize  their  mag- 
nitude and  importance.  The  outside  public  seem 
to  be  unaware  of  the  forces  that  are  at  work  in  their 
midst.  Some  day  the  people  will  rise  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  silent  but  powerful  work  that  has  been 
going  on,  and  wonder  how  it  is  that  these  things 
have  been  taking  place  without  knowing  anything 
about  them.  A  remarkable  illustration  of  this  fact 
is  the  rise  and  growth  of  the  women's  meetings 
as  an  integral  part  of  the  Brotherhood  Movement. 
To  those  who  have  at  heart  the  welfare  of  our 
country,  who  are  interested  in  the  social  and 
religious  life  of  the  people  of  our  land,  it  is  a  fact 
of  the  greatest  significance  that  large  bodies  of 
women  are  now  meeting  together  on  week  even- 
ings just  in  the  same  way  as  the  men  meet  in 
their  Brotherhoods  on  a  Sunday  afternoon. 
Some  of  the  leaders  of  the  Brotherhood  Movement 
are  pressing  home,  in  season  and  out  of  season, 
the  idea  that  wherever  there  is  a  Brotherhood  with 
the  men  meeting  for  a  religious  service  on  the 
Sunday  afternoon,  there  ought  also  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  it  a  Sisterhood,  a  meeting  for  women 
only,  held  on  a  week  evening,  managed  and  con- 
trolled by  the  women  themselves,  and  run  precisely 
on  the  same  lines  as  the  meetings  for  men. 
Wherever  there  has  been  a  body  of  women  who 
have  grasped  the  idea  and  possibilities  of  the  situa- 
tion, and  thrown  themselves  heart  and  soul  into 
the  work,  the  results  have  been  amazing.  In  fact, 
if  the  women's  meetings  continue  to  grow  at  the 
rate  they  have  increased  during  the  past  two  or 
three  years,  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
Sisterhood  side  of  the  movement  will,  even  in  the 
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matter  of  numbers,  exceed  that  of  the  Brotherhood 
itself,  while  in  the  matter  of  influence  and  import- 
ance to  the  future  welfare  of  our  country,  it  will 
be  simply  incalculable.  Affiliated  to  the  London 
Federation  there  are  now  between  twenty  and  thirty 
of  these  Sisterhoods,  several  of  them  of  consider- 
able magnitude  with  regard  to  the  membership, 
even  exceeding  a  thousand  in  some  cases. 

One  can  easily  see  how  this  idea  of  running  a 
Sisterhood  wherever  there  is  a  Brotherhood  will 
marvellously  affect  the  home  life  of  the  nation. 
It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  an  earnest 
and  loyal  member  of  a  Brotherhood  society  looks 
upon  his  Brotherhood  with  such  lively  and  keen 
devotion  that  it  is  to  him  the  principal  matter 
occupying  his  thoughts.  Just  so  is  it  with  regard 
to  a  Sisterhood.  In  the  case  of  large  numbers  of 
our  artisan  population,  the  principle  adopted  now 
is  that  whilst  the  father  of  the  family  enjoys  his 
Brotherhood  meeting  on  Sunday  afternoon,  he 
will  stay  at  home  on  the  week  evening  and  mind 
the  children  whilst  the  mother  can  attend  the 
Sisterhood.  She  is  thus  absolutely  free  from  the 
cares  and  worries  of  domestic  duties  for  at  least 
one  evening  in  the  week.  On  her  return  home  from 
the  Sisterhood,  the  father,  who  has  had  a  good 
time  at  his  Brotherhood  on  the  previous  Sunday, 
is  anxious  to  know  what  kind  of  a  meeting  they 
have  had,  and  thus  it  becomes  a  topic  of  conversa- 
tion in  the  home.  Similarly,  on  the  Sunday  after- 
noon, when  the  father  comes  home  from  the 
Brotherhood,  mother  is  most  anxious  to  know  if 
they  have  had  a  good  meeting,  and  thus  through- 
out the  week  the  Brotherhood  atmosphere  is  to  be 
found  in  the  home.    It  does  not  need  a  philosopher 
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to  understand  that  if  we  can  only  create  a  Christian 
atmosphere  in  the  homes  of  our  land,  it  will  be 
well  for  us  as  a  nation.  Another  most  pleasing 
result  of  these  Sisterhood  meetings  that  has  been 
remarked  by  those  who  have  followed  the  trend  of 
things  is  the  fact  that  they  are  affording  the  means 
of  grappling  with  one  of  the  most  difficult  of  our 
social  evils  that  has  hitherto  completely  baffled 
religious  and  temperance  reformers.  Lady  Henry 
Somerset,  speaking  in  public  a  short  time  ago, 
declared  that,  after  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  temper- 
ance work,  she  had  to  deplore  the  fact  that  drink- 
ing was  still  on  the  increase  amongst  women.  This 
is  an  appalling  state  of  things.  Whilst  social 
reformers  are  rejoicing  in  the  fact  that  drinking  is 
on  the  decrease  amongst  men,  they  are  face  to  face 
with  the  terrible  problem  of  its  increase  amongst 
women.  But,  wherever  there  is  a  Sisterhood  run 
on  the  right  lines,  women  who  for  years  have  been 
slaves  to  intemperance  have  instinctively  given  up 
the  drink.  This  is  not  because  they  are  being 
continually  lectured  on  their  intemperate  habits. 
Seldom  is  there  even  an  address  devoted  ex- 
clusively to  the  subject;  but  the  religious  atmo- 
sphere created  in  the  Sisterhood  meeting  plants  in 
the  heart  of  every  woman  who  attends  a  desire  to 
live  a  good,  pure  and  noble  life.  It  has  also 
been  observed  that  many  of  the  women  addicted  to 
intemperance  would  give  anything  if  they  could 
free  themselves  from  the  habit.  Many  of  these 
have  found  in  the  comradeship  and  fellowship  of 
others  at  the  Sisterhood  meeting  a  stimulus  and  a 
help,  added  to  the  powerful  influence  which 
nothing  but  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  can  give, 
just   that  element   which   supplies  them   with   the 
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staying  power  and  the  strength  to  break  free  from 
the  habit.  It  is  through  work  of  this  kind  that 
the  Sisterhood  side  of  the  Brotherhood  Movement 
is  thus  becoming  one  of  the  most  powerful  and 
important  factors  in  the  social  and  reUgious  life 
of  the  country. 

One  or  two  typical  instances  will  give  a  fair 
idea  of  the  great  influence  that  is  being  wielded 
by  these  associations  of  women.  Three  examples 
are  given,  one  of  which  holds  its  meetings  on 
Monday  afternoon,  another  on  Sunday  afternoon 
and  a  third  on  Monday  evening.  The  greatest 
freedom  exists  in  this  as  in  other  matters.  Each 
society  meets  as  best  suits  its  own  circumstances, 
though  Monday  evening  is  the  general  rule. 


A   SISTERHOOD  WITH   NEARLY  TWO  THOUSAND 
MEMBERS 

When  I  first  became  acquainted  with  the  Baptist 
Tabernacle,  Barking  Road,  in  the  East  End  of 
London,  it  was  notorious  as  a  place  of  spiritual 
desolation.  The  building  itself  was  shabby  and 
mean,  the  persons  worshipping  there  were  few  in 
number,  and  the  reputation  of  the  church  in  the 
locality  was  not  one  to  command  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  masses  of  the  people  in  the 
district.  Some  thirteen  years  ago  a  new  era 
dawned.  Mr.  Rowntree  Clifford  had  just  finished 
his  career  as  a  student  at  Regent's  Park  College, 
and,  with  a  boldness  and  intrepidity  that  can  only 
have  been  the  outcome  of  a  life  consecrated  to  the 
service  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  he  accepted  the 
pastorate  of  this  derelict  cause.     It  was  a  church 


82  BROTHERHOOD  AND  DEMOCRACY 

practically  empty,  in  a  state  of  financial  embarrass- 
ment, and  with  anything  but  a  good  name  in  the 
district.  If  ever  there  was  a  case  in  which  "the. 
Lord  hath  made  bare  His  holy  arm  in  the  eyes  of 
the  nation,"  it  is  seen  in  the  history  of  the  Barking 
Road  Tabernacle  during  the  past  thirteen  years. 
The  church  has  now  a  solid  membership  of  nearly 
six  hundred,  there  are  over  two  thousand  scholars 
in  the  Sunday  Schools,  there  is  a  Brotherhood  of 
over  eight  hundred  members,  but  the  most  astound- 
ing fact  of  all  is  that  of  the  Sisterhood  or  Women's 
meeting,  which  meets  on  Monday  afternoon,  whose 
membership  is  nearly  two  thousand.  Of  its  superi- 
ority to  the  Brotherhood  in  the  minds  of  the 
members  themselves,  not  only  numerically,  but  in 
other  respects,  there  is  no  doubt  whatever.  On  a 
recent  occasion,  at  the  usual  meeting  of  the  Sister- 
hood, a  letter  was  read,  written  by  one  of  the  women. 
This  letter  gave  a  description  of  the  Anniversary  of 
the  Men's  meeting,  at  which  the  writer  was  present, 
it  being  open  Sunday.  The  writer  was  led  to  insti- 
tute comparisons  between  the  Men's  meeting  and  the 
Women's.  She  admitted  that  the  Brotherhood  had 
its  good  points,  but  she  crowned  her  demonstra- 
tion of  the  superiority  of  the  Sisterhood  by  triumph- 
antly declaring,  "They  have  got  a  brass  band,  but 
we  have  got  Sister  Hettie."  Sister  Hettie,  it  must 
be  explained,  is  the  genius  who  presides  over  the 
Women's  meeting.  The  term  "genius"  is  used 
advisedly.  It  is  an  accurate  description  of  the 
many-sided  personality  who  wields  such  an  extra- 
ordinary influence  over  this  great  body  of  nearly 
two  thousand  women.  She  is  a  woman  of  unique 
and  remarkable  gifts.  She  has  lived  and  worked 
among    these    people    until    their    poverty,    their 
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griefs,  their  sorrows,  their  joys  and  aspirations 
have  become  part  of  herself.  Hers  is  a  life  con- 
secrated to  the  service  of  humanity.  The  Sisterhood 
meeting  is  held  on  Monday  afternoons,  and  is  one 
of  the  most  uplifting  religious  gatherings  to  be 
witnessed  anywhere  in  London.  No  matter  what 
the  weather  may  be,  the  Tabernacle  is  crowded 
to  excess.  These  women  are  not  drawn  together 
in  such  large  numbers  for  the  fun  of  the  thing. 
There  is  a  freedom  and  unconventionality  about 
the  meeting,  but  it  is  anything  but  an  entertain- 
ment to  tickle  the  fancy.  It  is  a  meeting  of  a  deeply 
religious  character.  It  is  a  common  thing  for  the 
Gospel  message,  as  it  is  proclaimed  at  these  gather- 
ings, to  result  in  openly  confessed  conversion. 
The  curse  of  the  liquor  traflfic  had  fallen  heavily 
on  a  large  number  of  the  women  of  this  district. 
Hundreds  of  the  victims  were  brought  into  com- 
munion with  the  Sisterhood,  and  under  its  influ- 
ence have  been  led  to  forswear  the  drink.  One 
afternoon,  when  a  special  appeal  was  made  on  the 
temperance  question,  two  hundred  and  ten  women 
signed  the  pledge.  No  doubt  many  reasons  could 
be  assigned  for  the  marvellous  growth  of  the 
society,  and  for  the  fact  that  the  women  are  so 
keenly  anxious  to  attend  the  weekly  meeting  that 
they  line  up  in  a  queue  several  hundred  strong, 
waiting  for  the  church  doors  to  open.  One  thing, 
however,  stands  out  prominently,  and  that  is  the 
true  atmosphere  of  neighbourliness  and  sisterhood 
that  has  been  created.  Beside  the  official  staff  of 
lady  workers,  there  are  scores  of  women  in  the 
congregation  who  have  been  brought  into  service 
through  the  numerous  agencies  connected  with  the 
Sisterhood,   putting  into  action   the  motto  of  the 
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society,  "Every  woman  a  sister."  In  many  a  home 
where  drink  and  gambling  were  at  one  time  the 
chief  characteristics,  joy  and  happiness  now  reign ; 
the  twin  evils  have  been  banished,  and  a  new  ideal 
has  been  created  in  the  lives  of  the  people.  Whilst 
the  meeting  is  being  held,  mothers  who  have 
brought  their  babies  are  relieved  for  an  hour  of 
their  anxious  care.  The  school-room  is  transformed 
into  a  babies'  nursery.  Little  beds  are  placed  in 
cosy  corners,  cradles  are  scattered  about,  swings, 
rocking-horses  and  toys  of  all  descriptions  are  pro- 
vided for  play.  Here  devoted  women  minister  to 
the  little  ones.  Often  there  are  from  one  hundred 
to  two  hundred  babies  being  cared  for  in  this  way. 


WOMEN  IN   A  CATHEDRAL   CITY   RISE  TO  THE 
OCCASION 

It  is  doubtful  if  even  the  Brotherhood  Movement, 
with  its  great  triumphs,  is  able  to  show  anything 
more  remarkable  than  what  is  being  done  in  the 
ancient  city  of  Worcester.  The  founding  of  the 
Brotherhood  was  a  wonderful  affair.  The  historic 
Angel  Street  Congregational  Church,  with  its 
spacious  area,  its  galleries  and  dome,  its  mahogany 
pews  and  general  air  of  superiority,  with  a  seating 
capacity  of  nearly  twelve  hundred,  is  packed  with 
men  every  Sunday  afternoon.  The  Brotherhood 
has  a  solid  membership  of  sixteen  hundred.  The 
story  of  its  inception  and  growth  has  been  told 
on  the  platform  and  in  the  press,  and  has  served 
as  an  inspiration  and  stimulus  to  men  of  the 
movement  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Worcester, 
however,     has     witnessed    another    and     greater 
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phenomenon  still.    After  the  Brotherhood  had  been 
established  a  few  months  and  its  remarkable  influ- 
ence was  being  felt  in  the  lives  of  the  men,  and 
when  the  story  of  the  glorious  meetings  that  were 
being    held    on    Sunday    afternoons    became    the 
general  topic  of  conversation  in  over  a  thousand 
homes,  women  began  to  ask  if  something  of  the 
same  character  could  not  be  provided  for  them.    It 
had  been  announced  that  in  connection  with  the 
Brotherhood  there  would  be  "an  open  meeting" 
once  a  month,  when  women  would  have  the  privi- 
lege of  attending.     But  as  the  men  filled  the  church 
every  Sunday  afternoon  the  idea  of  the  open  meeting 
had  to  be  abandoned.   The  women  bore  it  patiently 
for  some  months,  and  then  some  of  them  declared 
they  would  not  stand  it  any  longer,  and  asked  if  they 
could  not  have  a  meeting  of  their  own.    A  strong 
committee   of   about    ninety   women    was   formed. 
The  city  was  mapped  out  in  small  areas  and  a 
thorough  system  of  visitation  arranged.      It  was 
decided  to  call  personally  on  every  woman  in  the 
city  who  might  be  a  possible  member.     Weekly 
meetings  of  the  committee  were  arranged,   when 
reports  were  given,  views  exchanged,  and  the  whole 
prospect   considered.     A   portion    of   each   weekly 
meeting  was  spent  in  prayer  for  Divine  guidance 
and   blessing.     Then   the   Rev.    Arthur   Hallack, 
M.A.,    President  of  the   Brotherhood,   hit  on   an 
ingenious  idea.     He  announced  to  the  men  the  fact 
of   the   formation   of  the   Sisterhood,   and  said   it 
would  only  be  fair  if  every  member  of  the  Brother- 
hood had  the  privilege  of  nominating  at  least  one 
member  of  the  proposed  Sisterhood.     Nomination 
papers  were  distributed.    The  men  rose  to  the  occa- 
sion.    It  was  regarded  by  the  women  as  a  privi- 
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lege  to  be  nominated;  they  were  heartily  proud  of 
the  honour,  and  before  the  first  meeting  was  held 
over  one  thousand  three  hundred  nomination 
papers  had  been  filled  up.  The  outcome  of  this  was 
that  when  the  first  meeting  of  the  Sisterhood  was 
held  there  was  such  a  sight  as  the  ancient  city  had 
never  before  witnessed.  The  account  of  this  first 
gathering,  as  given  by  a  representative  of  one  of 
the  local  papers,  reads  like  a  romance.  "A  won- 
derful scene  greeted  the  eye  of  the  reporter  who 
threaded  his  way  into  Angel  Street  Church  on 
Monday  evening.  Cards  of  invitation  had  been 
issued  broadcast,  and  as  a  result  all  the  sitting 
accommodation,  and  practically  every  inch  of  stand- 
ing room,  was  taken  up  by  a  vast  number  of  women 
of  varying  ages  and  classes  who  had  come  to  help 
in  the  inauguration  of  the  '  Pleasant  Monday 
Evenings.'  Little  crowds  stood  around  the  door- 
ways, and  each  of  the  gangways  was  occupied  by  a 
file  of  women.  They  thronged  the  platform,  leant 
against  the  pillars,  and  sat  upon  the  steps.  A 
City  Councillor  was  there,  and  Mr.  Hallack 
announced  that  he  was  obliged  to  ask  all  those 
standing  to  withdraw,  as  they  were  violating  a 
by-law  of  the  City  Council  by  not  keeping  the  exits 
clear,  and  could  not  possibly  start  the  proceedings 
until  the  women  standing  in  the  aisles  had  retired. 
He  condoled  with  them  on  their  disappointment, 
and  urged  them  to  come  earlier  next  Monday  and 
secure  seats." 

There  were,  of  course,  the  usual  pessimistic  pro- 
phecies that  such  a  burst  of  enthusiasm  would  be  a 
mere  flash  in  the  pan.  Instead,  however,  of  it 
flickering  out,  the  meeting  seems  to  show  greater 
vitality  than  ever.     It  has  grown  to  such  dimen- 
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sions,  now  numbering  a  membership  of  nineteen 
hundred,  that  recruiting  has  had  to  be  suspended. 
Every  Monday  evening  the  handsome  Angel  Street 
Church,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  nearly  twelve 
hundred,  is  packed  to  its  utmost  limits,  and  the 
adjoining  lecture  hall  accommodates  an  overflow 
meeting.  And  what  a  gathering  it  is !  Women 
of  all  classes  mingle  freely  together.  Women  of 
refined  tastes,  who  have  had  superior  educational 
advantages,  tradesmen's  and  workmen's  wives,  and 
women  from  the  factories  and  workshops,  from  the 
poorest  homes  in  the  city,  gather  together  in  the 
same  congi-regation,  a  spirit  of  Christian  comrade- 
ship prevailing  among  them  all.  If  you  talk  to 
Mr.  Hallack,  the  inspiring  genius  of  this  great 
movement,  and  ask  for  the  secret  of  its  phenomenal 
success,  you  get  to  understand  that  it  is  not  so 
miraculous  as  it  appears  on  the  surface.  In  fact,  it 
is  his  contention  that  what  is  being  done  at  Wor- 
cester could  be  repeated  anywhere. 


A   SISTERHOOD  RUN  BY   WORKING   WOMEN 

A  Sisterhood  of  a  different  type,  and  with  char- 
acteristic features  that  are  well  worthy  of  study, 
especially  by  those  who  are  desirous  of  raising  the 
poor  and  humble  to  a  higher  plane  of  thought  and 
life,  is  that  associated  with  the  Canning  Town 
Women's  Settlement.  It  is  quite  true  that  there 
is  at  the  head  of  the  settlement  a  woman  of  excep- 
tional ability  and  wide  experience,  without  whose 
guiding  hand  and  gracious  influence  the  work 
would  never  have  come  into  being,  or  have  been 
brought  to  its  present  state  of  efficiency.    But  the 
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great  principle  that  has  guided  Miss  Cheetham 
during  the  nineteen  years  she  has  worked  among  the 
women  of  the  district  has  been  the  Pauline  one  of 
endeavouring  to  get  them  to  see  that  they  must 
"work  out  their  own  salvation."  She  has  no  faith 
in  the  indiscriminative  doling  out  of  charity;  she 
has  seen  too  much  of  the  demoralizing  effect  of  the 
pauperizing  methods  so  generally  adopted  by 
those  who  work  among  the  poor.  Hence  in  all  her 
undertakings  she  has  the  women  themselves  associ- 
ated with  her  in  the  control,  the  management  and 
direction  of  the  work.  Her  ambition  has  been  to 
educate  the  women  to  shift  for  themselves,  with  the 
result  that  she  has  gathered  round  her  to-day  as 
intelligent  and  thoughtful  a  body  of  women  as  is  to 
be  found  in  any  rank;  women  with  a  clear-eyed 
vision  and  a  practical  conception  of  how  to  set 
about  its  realization.  Every  member  of  the  com- 
mittee is  a  working  woman.  It  is  on  as  sound  a 
democratic  basis  as  any  institution  existing  among 
men.  They  are  elected  by  the  members  annually, 
and  meet  monthly  for  the  transaction  of  business. 
The  ability  they  display,  the  efficiency  of  their 
methods,  as  well  as  the  enthusiasm  they  manifest 
in  all  they  undertake  would  serve  as  an  admirable 
example  to  many  an  organization  controlled  by 
men. 

The  membership  roll  is  revised  every  half  year, 
and  the  names  of  all  irregular  and  absentee 
members  are  removed  unless  absent  for  a  good 
reason.  As  the  population  of  the  district  is  a 
migratory  one,  the  number  of  removals  is  consider- 
ably large,  generally  from  fifty  to  one  hundred 
names  having  to  be  struck  off  each  half  year.  This 
is  a  large  number  the  society  has  to  be  continually 
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making  up  with  new  members,  but  the  member- 
ship, in  spite  of  this,  generally  stands  at  about 
seven  hundred. 

The  birthday  of  the  society  is  always  celebrated 
by  a  gift  out  of  the  funds  to  some  outside  object; 
usually  five  pounds  is  granted,  partly  to  the  Shelter, 
and  partly  to  the  Convalescent  Home  or  to  the 
Benevolent  Fund.  If  one  were  to  examine  closely 
the  finances  of  the  society,  it  would  be  discovered 
to  be  a  most  striking  example  of  the  accomplishing 
of  a  vast  amount  of  good  on  most  slender  means. 
Considering  the  poverty  of  the  district,  it  is  really 
remarkable  how  the  women  take  an  interest  in  each 
other's  welfare,  and  also  out  of  their  slender 
resources  do  something  towards  the  help  of  their 
less  fortunate  comrades.  This  Sisterhood  meets  on 
Sunday  afternoons.  During  recent  years  the  meet- 
ings have  been  held  in  the  Canning  Town  Public 
Hall,  which  has  a  seating  accommodation  of  over 
a  thousand.  The  Sunday  afternoon  meetings  being 
of  a  religious  character,  the  building  is  let  by  the 
municipal  authorities  at  the  reduced  rate  of  one 
pound  per  Sunday.  This  expense  is  met  by  the 
members  themselves.  The  women  also  support  a 
bed  in  the  Medical  Mission  Hospital  belonging  to 
the  Settlement  in  memory  of  Miss  Edith  Mann, 
who  provided  the  funds  for  the  Settlement  Con- 
valescent Home,  and  who  died  a  few  years  ago. 
For  the  support  of  the  bed  the  women  contribute 
fifty  pounds  a  year.  This  is  how  the  money  is 
raised.  A  large  number  of  the  members  take  col- 
lecting-boxes, and  try  to  raise  five  shillings  a  year. 
Entertainments  are  organized  by  the  women  during 
the  winter,  and  tickets  sold,  the  profits  going  to  the 
Hospital  Bed  Fund.     They  hold  a  working  party 
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every  week,  and  make  garments  for  sale.  By  this 
sale  they  have  always  succeeded  in  raising  the 
balance  of  the  money,  and  handing  over  a  sub- 
stantial sum  towards  the  hire  of  the  Public  Hall  as 
well. 

There  is  a  weekly  Bible  class  held  among  the 
members  for  the  study  of  the  Word  of  God,  and 
among  other  auxiliary  agencies  are  a  Women's 
Sick  Benefit  Society  and  a  branch  of  the  Women's 
Co-operative  Club.  There  is  an  efficient  Sister- 
hood choir,  which  meets  once  a  week  for  practice. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  over-estimate  the  bene- 
ficent influence  of  a  society  like  this  in  such  a 
district  as  Canning  Town.  Its  influence,  however, 
extends  far  beyond  the  locality.  It  was  a  matter  of 
supreme  importance  to  the  Sisterhood  side  of  the 
movement  when  this  society  affiliated  to  the  London 
Federation  and  thus  became  an  integral  part  of  the 
National  Movement.  Associated  with  other  societies 
it  is  giving  a  fillip  to  the  Sisterhood  Movement  in 
London,  putting  new  life  into  old  societies  and 
assisting  in  the  formation  of  new  ones,  which  indi- 
cates that  in  a  very  short  space  of  time  the  women 
of  London  will  be  captured  by  this  movement  just 
as  the  men  have  been.  It  is  the  Canning  Town 
society  that  has  provided  the  Women's  Committee 
of  the  London  Federation  with  its  general  secretary 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Towers,  one  of  the  most 
earnest,  enthusiastic  and  devoted  women  in  the 
movement.  When  the  National  Council  decided  to 
place  the  women's  side  of  the  movement  on  a 
proper  footing,  they  gave  a  prominent  place  at  the 
1909  Conference  to  a  whole  session  devoted  entirely 
to  the  consideration  of  this  aspect  of  the  movement, 
and  it  was  Miss  Cheetham  who  was  asked  to  lead 
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off  with  a  paper  on  "The  Value  of  Women's  Work 
in  the  Brotherhood  Movement."  Miss  Cheetham's 
paper  was  recognized  by  all  as  being  one  of  the 
ablest  and  most  practical  contributions  made  during 
the  sittings  of  the  conference,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  conference  it  was  published  verbatim  in  the 
October  number  of  the  official  organ  of  the  National 
Council.  Here  is  an  extract  which  gives  some  idea 
of  Miss  Cheetham's  remarkable  contribution,  and 
of  the  spirit  in  which  she  carries  on  her  noble  work 
at  Canning  Town  :  "Too  often  the  women's  meet- 
ing makes  far  too  little  demand  on  the  members 
themselves.  The  leaders,  realizing  all  too  well  the 
difficult  circumstances  of  their  lives,  are  touched  by 
the  thought  of  their  poverty,  and  hesitate  to  appeal 
for  any  cause  that  calls  for  help.  An  experience 
of  many  years  leads  me  to  say  that  this  is  a  fatal 
mistake.  The  women  need  to  feel  their  womanhood, 
to  realize  their  oneness  with  the  suffering  and 
sorrow  of  the  world,  and  to  take  their  part  in  lessen- 
ing it.  Nothing  will  lift  them  so  completely  out 
of  the  narrowness  and  anxiety  of  their  own  lives 
as  to  find  that  there  is  still  something  which  even 
the  poorest  can  give,  and  so  learn  the  glorious  truth 
that  '  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.' 
True,  there  were  many  women  in  Israel  in  the  days 
of  Elijah  the  prophet,  but  it  was  to  the  famine- 
stricken  household  of  Sarepta  that  the  prophet  was 
sent,  and  to  the  starving  widow  that  the  privilege 
of  ministering  to  his  needs,  and  of  saving  his  life, 
was  given.  Let  us  beware,  in  our  meetings,  of 
trying  to  attract  women  by  promises  of  what  they 
will  '  get '  by  joining ;  rather  let  us  hold  up  before 
them  the  vision  of  a  larger  life  of  ministry  to  which 
they  are  all  invited,  and  in  which  the  services  of 
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even  the  humblest  member  will  be  needed  and  duly 
prized." 

Built  up  on  such  ideals,  no  wonder  the  Sister- 
hood has  been  for  nearly  two  decades  so  great  a 
power  for  good  in  the  district  and  is  to-day  not  only 
as  flourishing  as  ever,  but  affords  an  inspiring  and 
encouraging  ideal  to  others. 


THE   BROTHERHOOD    CON- 
TINENTAL  CRUSADE 


"Stand,  ye  sons  of  England,  in  the  centre  of  your  story — 
Twixt  the  golden  glow  of  eventide  that  gilds  the  British 
throne 

And  the  misty  morning  haze 
Of  the  yet  unnumbered  days, 
And  declare  if  even  Englishmen  shall  dare  to  stand  alone ! 
Ye  were  wise  if  ye  made  answer,  *  Not  to  us  shall  be  the 

glory. 

Not  to  us  shall  be  the  honour  or  the  triumph  of  a  king; 

But  to  Him  in  Whom  we  trust, 

Though  the  nations  are  as  dust. 

And  Who  taketh  up  the  islands  as  a  very  little  thing." 

Ellen  Thornycroft  Fowler. 
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"Then  let  us  pray,  that  come  it  may, 
As  come  it  will  for  a'  that, 
That  sense  and  worth,  o'er  a'  the  earth 
Shall  bear  the  gree  an'  a'  that. 
For  a'  that,   an'  a'  that, 
It's  comin'  yet  for  a'  that. 
That  man  to  man  the  warld  o'er 
Shall  brithers  be  for  a'  that." 

Burns. 

"You  have  sown  on  the  Continent  the  seed  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.  It  may  have  to  be  watered  with  tears, 
and  even  made  wet  with  blood,  but  a  bountiful  harvest  is 
sure  to  be  reaped." 

Keir  Hardik. 

The  growth  of  the  Brotherhood  Movement 
during  the  past  four  years  has  been  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  events  in  our  modern  religious  life.  In 
September  1906  the  first  Annual  Conference  was 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Council 
which  had  just  been  formed.  This  was  the  out- 
come of  a  successful  attempt  to  link  up  all  the 
various  Brotherhoods,  P.S.A.s,  Men's  Meetings 
and  kindred  societies  into  a  national  organization. 
•If  any  one  had  on  that  occasion  described  the 
extraordinary  development  the  movement  would 
assume  which  has  actually  taken  place  since 
then,  he  would  have  been  regarded  as  a  Utopian 
visionary  and  a  dreamer  of  idle  dreams.  The  most 
optimistic  man  in  the  movement  in  the  wildest 
efforts  of  his  imagination  never  conceived  of  any- 
L  95 


96  BROTHERHOOD  AND  DEMOCRACY 

thing  so  extraordinary  as  what  has  really  occurred. 
If  we  limit  our  horizon  to  the  United  Kingdom  we 
are  staggered  at  its  remarkable  development.  The 
rapid  growth  of  the  Sisterhood  side  of  the  move- 
ment is  another  astonishing  feature.  But  the  most 
amazing  of  all  is  the  work  that  has  been  done  on 
the  Continent.  It  came  about  in  a  very  simple 
way.  It  was  suggested  to  Mr.  Clayton  Ridge, 
the  honorary  secretary  of  the  London  Federation, 
and  myself,  that  it  would  be  a  good  idea  to 
arrange  for  an  excursion  to  the  Continent  con- 
fined to  members  of  the  Brotherhood  Movement.  It 
was  explained  that  it  was  getting  to  be  quite  a 
common  practice  for  working  men  to  save  up  and 
take  a  trip  to  Paris  or  some  other  continental  resort, 
and  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  organize  an 
excursion  and  induce  these  men  to  go  in  a  body 
together.  We,  however,  had  no  heart  for  anything 
of  that  kind,  but  conceived  the  happy  idea  of  enter- 
ing upon  a  missionary  crusade.  We  thought  if  we 
could  prevail  on  some  of  the  members  of  our 
Brotherhoods  to  go  over  and  tell  the  working 
classes  on  the  Continent  what  the  movement  is 
doing  in  Britain,  how  that  it  is  permeating  the 
Democracy  with  the  principles  of  Christianity  and 
giving  them,  not  only  a  new  vision  of  life,  but  the 
spiritual  dynamic  necessary  for  its  realization,  we 
might  be  the  means  of  breaking  down  the  prejudice 
that  exists  there  against  Christianity.  We  were 
astonished  at  the  eagerness  and  heartiness  with 
which  some  of  the  men  in  connection  with  the  Lon- 
don societies  took  up  the  idea.  The  result  of  an 
initial  effort  was  that  one  hundred  and  sixty  mem- 
bers of  various  Brotherhood  societies  in  London 
and  the  provinces  went  on  a  missionary  crusade 
to  Paris  in   August   1908.     The  main  purpose  of 
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the  visit  was  the  holding  of  a  Brotherhood  meet- 
ing in  the  city  of  Paris,  to  propound  to  the  working 
men  of  France  the  principles  and  ideals  of  the 
Brotherhood  Movement,  and  to  commend  to 
them  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  as  their  only- 
hope  of  social  as  well  as  individual  salvation.  It 
was  a  memorable  visit,  the  total  outcome  of 
which  it  would  take  the  recording  angel  to 
describe.  At  Whitsuntide  the  following  year  a 
second  crusade  was  undertaken.  Much  had  been 
learned  at  Paris.  Although  it  was  felt  to  have 
been  the  right  thing  to  have  sounded  the  first  note 
in  the  French  capital,  it  was  realized  that  if  our 
message  was  to  reach  the  vast  masses  of  working 
men  on  the  Continent,  we  must  go  direct  to  the 
great  industrial  centres.  Hence,  when  it  was 
decided  to  visit  Belgium,  Charleroi,  the  centre  of 
the  great  coal  and  iron  industry,  was  made  the 
objective  with  a  preliminary  meeting  in  the  Bel- 
gian capital. 

At  Brussels,  where  the  great  meeting  was  held 
on  Whit-Sunday,  influential  friends  rallied  to  the 
cause.  The  authorities  of  the  Maison  du  Peuple, 
the  greatest  working-class  organization  in  Belgium 
— in  fact,  it  is  believed  to  be  the  greatest  of  its  kind 
in  Europe — placed  La  Grande  Salle  at  our  disposal 
for  the  meeting  on  the  Sunday.  This  room  has  a 
seating  capacity  of  about  three  thousand.  M. 
Alphonse  Octors,  the  general  manager  of  this  vast 
organization,  with  its  twenty  thousand  members, 
officially  welcomed  the  British  members  of  the 
Brotherhood  Movement;  M.  Camille  Huysmans, 
International  Secretary,  acted  as  interpreter.  M.  P. 
Maingay,  President  of  the  English  section  of  the 
Brussels  Y.M.C.A.,  actively  interested  himself  in 
the  matter,  and  a  reception  was  given  in  the  mag- 
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nificent  rooms  of  the  new  building,  situated  in  Rue 
Ernest  Allard,  on  the  Sunday  evening. 

The  gatherings  were  advertised  by  posters 
printed  in  French  and  Flemish,  which  were  cir- 
culated in  the  caf^s  and  clubs  where  the  working 
classes  of  Belgium  are  in  the  habit  of  congregating, 
and  an  earnest  invitation  was  given  to  the  working 
men  of  Brussels  to  rally  up  to  the  Maison  du 
Peuple  on  Whit-Sunday,  to  give  their  British 
brothers  a  hearty  welcome,  and  to  get  an  idea  as  to 
what  the  great  Brotherhood  Movement  stands  for. 

At  Charleroi  arrangements  were  made  for  a  great 
demonstration  to  take  place  on  Whit-Monday 
afternoon,  after  a  visit  in  the  early  part  of  the  day 
to  the  field  of  Waterloo.  The  organizers  of  the 
campaign  were  fortunate  in  securing  an  influential 
introduction  to  M.  des  Essarts,  editor  and  joint 
proprietor  of  the  Journal  de  Charleroi.  This  gentle- 
man had  previously  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  the  Brotherhood  Movement,  together 
with  the  aims  and  objects  of  the  proposed  visit,  and 
entered  into  the  matter  with  an  enthusiasm  that  is 
beyond  praise.  He  published  an  eloquent  com- 
mendatory article  on  the  movement  in  the  Journal, 
and  gave  every  publicity  to  the  details  of  the 
demonstration.  At  his  invitation  the  London  repre- 
sentatives who  visited  Belgium  to  make  the  pre- 
liminary arrangements  were  met  in  conference  with 
Pasteur  Moll,  a  most  prominent  evangelical 
minister  in  Charleroi,  who  is  held  in  high  esteem 
by  the  working-class  population  of  the  district,  and 
M.  Nicolas  Souplit,  Secretary  to  the  Federation 
of  Trades  Unions.  Under  M.  Souplit's  supervision 
the  whole  of  the  working-class  organizations,  which 
have  a  representation  of  some  400,000  members, 
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were  circularized,  informing  them  of  the  proposed 
visit  and  demonstration,  and  a  procession  was 
organized  with  brass  bands  and  banners  to  meet  the 
crusaders  from  Britain  on  their  arrival  at  Charleroi 
Station. 

Representatives  of  societies  to  the  number  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  left  Charing  Cross  on  Whit-Saturday, 
the  supreme  object  of  the  mission  being  to  carry 
the  Gospel  with  its  glorious  message  of  individual 
and  social  salvation  to  the  teeming  populations  of 
the  industrial  centres  of  Belgium.  One  hundred 
and  five  members  of  the  party  represented  societies 
in  connection  with  the  London  Federation,  the 
remaining  members  being  drawn  from  Liverpool, 
Southend,  Gateshead,  Oldham,  Newport  Pagnell, 
Buckingham,  Reading,  Birmingham,  Burntisland, 
Kirkcaldy,  Bromyard,  Worcester,  Lewes,  Leigh- 
on-Sea,  Leicester,  Chester,  Newmarket,  Welling- 
ton (Salop),  Ashford,  Manchester,  Littlehampton, 
Leamington,  Grantham,  Wolverhampton,  Cam- 
bridge, St.  Helens,  Stockport,  Cowes,  Ashton- 
under-Lyne,  Nottingham,  Kirkby  and  Mansfield, 
Banbury,  Hertford,  Stroud,  Madeley,  Exeter,  Oke- 
hampton,  Salisbury,  Hanley,  Stratford-on-Avon, 
and  Colchester.  Some  of  the  representatives  were 
sent  by  their  societies  as  delegates,  the  society  pay- 
ing their  expenses,  being  anxious  to  be  represented 
in  this  great  forward  movement. 

At  nine  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning  the  whole 
party  assembled  in  La  Grand  Place,  the  famous 
market  square  in  Brussels,  and  marched  from 
thence  to  La  Maison  du  Peuple,  where  the  first 
Brotherhood  meeting  in  Belgium  was  to  be  held. 
Throughout  the  week,  and  particularly  on  Sundays, 
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this  remarkable  institution  is  a  veritable  hive  of 
human  beings,  representing  men  and  women  of 
many  nationalities  and  different  phases  of  creed 
and  thought.  There  is  no  general  recognition  of 
religion,  it  being  an  accepted  principle  that  religion 
is  a  matter  that  concerns  the  individual  alone. 
Until  this  Whit-Sunday  morning  no  religious 
service  of  any  kind  had  ever  been  held  on  the 
premises.  The  authorities  manifested  a  broad 
catholicity  of  spirit  in  throwing  open  this  great 
institution  freely  at  the  disposal  of  the  Brotherhood 
contingent.  M.  Alphonse  Octors,  the  director,  in 
his  address  of  welcome,  happily  declared,  "As  long 
as  you  are  with  us,  we  want  you  to  regard  this 
house  as  yours."  At  ten  o'clock  the  whole  party 
assembled  in  the  Great  Hall,  a  large  number  of 
Belgian  working  men  joining  in.  Half-an-hour 
was  spent  in  a  devotional  service,  many  earnest 
prayers  being  offered  for  the  success  of  the  meeting 
which  was  to  follow,  and  on  the  subject  of  the 
campaign  generally.  To  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Britton 
fell  the  privilege  of  offering  the  first  public  prayer 
and  reading  the  first  portion  of  the  Word  of  God 
in  this  great  building.  The  devotional  meeting 
was  followed  by  the  singing  of  Brotherhood  hymns, 
which  were  rendered  so  lustily  that  many  more 
were  attracted  out  of  curiosity.  Punctually  at 
eleven  o'clock  the  Brotherhood  meeting  com- 
menced, Mr.  H.  Jeffs,  President  of  the  London 
Federation,  presiding.  Addressing  the  meeting  in 
French,  he  explained  the  principles  and  aims  of  the 
Brotherhood  Movement.  He  told  the  audience  of 
Belgians  that  the  Brotherhood  Movement,  led 
largely  by  laymen,  was  winning  working  men  back 
to  religion  by  fearlessly  applying  Christianity  to 
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the  questions  which  concerned  the  welfare  of  the 
masses.  Jesus  was  the  first  and  greatest  democrat, 
and  only  as  they  accepted  and  produced  the  Brother- 
hood that  was  the  logic  of  the  universal  Fatherhood 
of  God  did  "Liberty,"  "Equality"  and  "Frater- 
nity "  become  a  reality  rather  than  a  fine-sounding 
phrase.  All  social  progress  demanded  a  moral 
basis,  and  only  the  Gospel  of  Christ  gave  the  stable 
basis  that  was  required.  Subsequent  speakers 
alluded  to  the  fact  that  there  are  half-a-million 
members  of  the  Brotherhood  Movement  in  Great 
Britain.  The  working  men  were  reading  and 
studying  the  Bible,  and,  in  doing  so,  are  re-dis- 
covering the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Carpenter  of 
Nazareth.  The  audience,  which  at  first  appeared 
somewhat  critical  and  greatly  puzzled,  as  soon  as 
they  grasped  the  significance  of  the  Gospel  mes- 
sage, became  keenly  interested,  and  at  last  enthusi- 
astic. In  the  audience  were  fifty  or  sixty  working 
men  from  France,  who  were  over  in  Brussels  on  a 
visit,  and,  having  heard  of  the  Brotherhood  meet- 
ing, were  anxious  to  be  present.  They  carried  back 
with  them  to  France  the  story  of  the  memorable 
meeting  of  which  the  chief  event  was  the  proclama- 
tion in  La  Maison  du  Peuple  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

The  most  striking  and  amazing  feature  of  the 
whole  campaign,  however,  was  the  visit  to  Charle- 
roi  on  Whit-Monday.  When  the  party  arrived  at 
the  station,  they  were  met  by  a  dense  throng  of 
people  in  the  great  square  opposite  the  station, 
representing  every  religious  Protestant  communion 
and  every  trade  union  organization  in  the  whole 
district.  There  were  two  brass  bands  and  scores 
of  banners  gleaming  in  the  bright  sunshine,  making 
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an  animated  display.  A  procession  was  formed 
three  deep,  which  marched  down  from  the  station 
to  the  Town  Hall,  amid  a  cheering  crowd  of  people 
along  the  whole  line  of  route.  Large  banners  had 
been  previously  prepared  by  the  English  visitors, 
which  were  carried  in  the  procession,  the  reading 
of  which  caused  a  great  sensation  among  the  vast 
crowds.  They  were  as  follows,  the  wording  being 
in  French — 

"We  represent  five  hundred  thousand  English 
workers." 

"All  for  each  and  each  for  all." 

"Our  basis  is  the  teaching  of  Jesus  Christ." 

"We  proclaim  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the 
brotherhood  of  man." 

"Jesus  Christ  leads  and  inspires  us." 

"We  invite  you  to  the  meeting  at  La  Bourse,  to 
make  our  acquaintance." 

At  the  civic  reception  M.  Buisset,  M.P.,  Alder- 
man of  Charleroi,  in  a  most  eloquent  speech,  gave 
the  municipal  welcome,  which  was  responded  to  by 
Sir  John  Kirk,  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the 
Brotherhood.  After  the  reception  the  procession 
was  re-formed,  and  marched  to  La  Bourse,  where 
the  great  meeting  was  held.  This,  the  greatest 
building  in  the  town,  was  packed  with  a  dense 
throng,  mostly  of  Belgian  working  men.  The 
hearty  singing  of  the  Brotherhood  hymns  greatly 
interested  them ;  copies  of  the  words  in  French 
having  been  distributed,  the  men  were  able  to 
follow  the  singing  intelligently.  They  were  so  capti- 
vated by  the  singing  of  "Stand  up,  stand  up  for 
Jesus,"  that  they  insisted  upon  an  encore.  For  the 
first  time  in  their  lives,  they  heard  one  of  their  own 
members,  a  working  collier,  stand  up  in  a  religious 
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meeting  and  read  the  following  passages  from  the 
Word  of  God  :  Mark  x.  42-45  ;  John  viii.  12  ;  John 
XV.  12-17.  They  were  also  astounded  to  hear  a 
body  of  men  and  women  blend  their  voices  together 
in  repeating  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and,  having  com- 
prehended the  meaning  and  significance  of  its 
words  being  said  not  in  Latin  by  a  priest,  but  in 
their  own  tongue  by  working  men  and  women 
themselves,  there  was  a  reverent  pause  for  a  short 
time,  and  then  they  broke  out  into  applause. 
Addresses  were  given  on  the  principles  of  the 
Brotherhood  Movement,  emphasizing  the  teaching 
of  Jesus  Christ  as  its  basis,  and  propounding  the 
principles  that  He  taught  as  the  only  plan  for 
individual  and  social  salvation.  It  was  a  wonderful 
and  inspiring  thing  to  witness  the  eager  anxiety 
on  the  part  of  the  men  to  grasp  the  meaning  of 
what  was  said,  and  to  listen  to  their  lusty  cheers 
when  they  realized  it.  One  of  the  leading  evan- 
gelical ministers  in  Charleroi  said  to  the  writer 
after  the  meeting  that  never  before  had  Jesus  Christ 
been  so  proclaimed  to  the  workers  of  Belgium,  that 
the  effect  of  the  gathering  would  be  to  revolutionize 
the  men's  thoughts  and  ideas  concerning  religion, 
disarming  hostility,  and  helping  on  the  day  when  I 
we  shall  realize  an  International  Brotherhood  and 
a  redeemed  humanity.  I 

One  remarkable  and  unexpected  outcome  of  this 
visit  is  well  worth  recording.  In  a  mining  village 
some  five  or  six  miles  from  Charleroi  efforts  have 
been  made  for  years  on  the  part  of  workers  in  con- 
nection with  the  Evangelical  Protestant  Churches 
to  establish  a  cause,  but  without  success.  The 
minds  of  the  people,  many  of  whom  are  unable  to 
read  or  write,  had  been  poisoned  against  the  Pro- 
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testants  by  the  priests  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  They  even  went  so  far  as  to  tell  them 
that  Pasteur  Moll,  who  had  often  endeavoured  to 
proclaim  the  Gospel  to  them,  was  an  incarnation  of 
the  devil,  and  that  if  he  uncovered  his  head  they 
would  see  his  horns,  and  if  he  were  to  take  off  his 
boots  and  stockings  they  would  detect  his  cloven 
hoof.  The  ignorant  part  of  the  population  were 
thus  afraid  of  having  anything  to  do  with  him, 
whilst  the  more  intelligent,  who  had  thrown  off 
their  allegiance  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
largely  because  of  its  teaching  and  its  constant 
and  persistent  opposition  to  everything  attempted 
in  the  direction  of  the  emancipation  of  the  people, 
refused  to  hear  him  for  fear  of  placing  themselves 
under  the  yoke  of  some  other  form  of  ecclesiasti- 
cism. 

When  the  Brotherhood  demonstration  was  held 
at  Charleroi  a  body  of  men  marched  into  the  town 
from  this  village  carrying  the  banner  of  the 
Socialist  party  to  which  they  were  attached  and 
headed  by  their  brass  band.  They  attended  the 
great  meeting  held  in  La  Bourse.  Some  time  after- 
wards when  Pasteur  Moll  was  passing  through  the 
village  he  discovered  that  a  number  of  these  men 
and  their  families  had  banded  themselves  together 
for  the  study  of  the  Bible  and  for  Christian  wor- 
ship. They  had  actually  formed  themselves  into 
a  Christian  Church,  and  were  anxious  to  place 
themselves  under  his  ministrations.  On  inquiry  as 
to  how  this  had  come  about,  one  of  the  men  told 
him  of  their  attendance  at  the  Brotherhood  meet- 
ing, of  their  astonishment  at  seeing  laymen  con- 
ducting a  religious  meeting,  and  at  the  character 
of  the  teaching  of  the  Bible  which  had  been  made 
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known  to  them.  He  said  how  astounded  they  were 
to  learn  that  Jesus  Christ  was  so  different  from 
what  they  had  been  taught.  They  had  never  heard 
that  He  was  a  Carpenter,  an  ordinary  working 
man  like  themselves.  "What  we  heard,"  he 
added,  "opened  our  eyes,  and  we  want  to  know 
more  about  it." 

Following  upon  the  Brotherhood  visits  to  Paris 
and  to  Belgium  a  third  crusade  took  place  at  Whit- 
suntide £9JLQ.  Over  two  hundred  and  fifty  mem- 
bers of  "British  Brotherhoods  and  Sisterhoods 
banded  themselves  together,  and  at  their  own 
expense  went  forth  to  the  north  of  France  and  the 
east  of  Belgium  to  proclaim  to  the  thousands  of 
the  working  classes  in  the  manufacturing  districts 
of  Lille  and  Li^ge  the  message  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  its  application  to  every  phase 
of  life.  They  were  brimming  over  with  an  anxious 
desire  to  tell  their  brothers  and  comrades  on  the 
Continent  the  wonderful  story  of  what  God  is  doing 
through  the  Brotherhood  Movement  for  the  men 
and  women  of  Great  Britain  and  other  parts  of 
the  world,  and  to  commend  to  them  the  adoption 
of  the  same  principles  and  methods.  Early  on 
Whit-Sunday  afternoon  the  crusading  missionaries  ^ 
foregathered  in  the  great  square  outside  the  railway 
station  at  Lille,  the  manufacturing  and  industrial 
centre  of  the  north  of  France.  The  Upper  Nor- 
wood Temperance  Band,  composed  largely  of 
members  of  London  Brotherhoods,  played  a  few 
selections  of  sacred  music,  and  were  eagerly 
listened  to  by  a  vast  concourse  of  people.  The 
party,  four  abreast,  then  made  their  way,  not  to 
the  mansions  and  palaces  of  the  rich,  but,  following 
the  example  of  the  Master,  to  the  head-quarters  of 
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the  workers  and  the  district  where  the  poor  dwell. 
They  were  to  meet  at  the  Bourse  du  Travail,  where 
the  working-class  organizations  of  the  district  were 
waiting  to  receive  them.  So  dense  was  the  crowd 
in  the  streets,  however,  that  it  was  with  difficulty 
they  were  able  to  reach  the  spot.  Arrived  at  the 
place,  they  met  with  a  remarkable  reception.  Not 
only  was  the  street  crowded,  but  the  windows  of 
the  lofty  houses,  built  on  the  "flat"  system,  were 
full  of  men  and  women,  who  cheered  lustily  to 
greet  these  Christian  crusaders.  The  forces  then 
united,  and  marched  for  nearly  an  hour  in  proces- 
sion through  the  working-class  districts  of  the 
town.  That  there  should  be  no  misunderstanding 
as  to  the  object  of  the  crusade,  banners  similar  to 
those  displayed  at  Charleroi  the  previous  year  were 
carried  by  the  Britishers,  proclaiming  in  French 
the  great  purpose  of  the  visit.  These  banners  were 
seen  and  read  by  many  thousands  who  lined  the 
streets  along  the  route  of  the  procession.  A  large 
quantity  of  religious  literature  was  distributed 
among  the  people,  including  copies  of  the  Gospel 
and  leaflets  explaining  the  Christian  purpose  and 
\  aim  of  the  Brotherhood  Movement.  A  large 
number  of  cards,  provided  by  the  Wanstead 
Brotherhood,  were  given  away,  on  one  side  of 
which  was  printed  in  French,  "Souvenir  of  the 
Visit  of  the  Mprnhprs  nf  t\)p  T{r\tyh  Christian 
Brotherhoods,  Wliitsuntide,  1910,"  and  on  the 
reverse  side  the  text,  "Jesus  spoke  to  the  people, 
and  to  His  disciples,  and  said.  One  is  your  Master, 
even  Christ,  and  all  ye  are  brethren."  The  proces- 
ion  was  headed  by  the  President,  Hon.  Secretary, 
and  Hon.  Organizing  Secretary  of  the  National 
Council,  the  President  of  the  London  Federatjan7 
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the  Secretary  of  the  Yorkshire  Federation  and 
officers  of  societies  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
along  with  the  founder  of  the  British  Parliamentary 
Labour  Party  and  several  members  of  the  French 
Parliament.  Arrived  at  the  place  of  meeting,  it 
was  found  to  be  already  packed,  and  it  was  with 
some  difficulty  the  British  delegation  made  their 
way  to  the  platform.  Some  five  or  six  thousand 
people  were  disappointed  at  not  being  able  to  get 
in  to  the  meeting.  Brother  Hider,  of  Bishops 
Stortford,  however,  organized  an  open-air  meeting, 
and  as  the  speakers  inside  the  building  finished, 
they  came  and  addressed  the  gathering  outside  in 
the  square.  Mr.  Harry  Tefifs^_^President  of  the 
London  Federation,  presided  at  the  indoor  meet-" 
ing.  An  official  welcome  was  given  by  M.  Delroy, 
Member  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  for  Lille,  to 
which  the  National  President  responded,  and  con- 
veyed to  the  Frenchmen  the  fraternal  greetings  of 
the  British  brothers^  He  also  gave  a  brief  account 
of^he  object  of  the  visit,  and  the  work  of  the 
Brotherhoods  in  Great  Britain.  Pasteur  Nick,  one 
of  the  leading  Protestant  pastors  in  Lille,  and  Pro- 
fessor Paul  Passy  of  Paris  also  spoke.  The  most 
remarkable  pronouncement  of  the  day  was  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Keir  Hardie,  who  had  been  requested 
by  the  National  Council  to  accompany  the  Brother- 
hood crusaders  and  address  the  gathering.  He  is 
well  known  on  the  Continent,  and  met  with  a  most 
hearty  reception.  The  difficulty  of  the  task  before 
him  will  be  appreciated  by  those  who  know  the 
condition  of  thought  among  the  working  classes  in 
France.  It  is  mainly  materipligtiV^  ^gn-^stic,  or_ 
atheistic.  The  leader  of  the  British  Labour  Party 
declared  to  them  that  the  Brotherhood  is,   as  its 
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name  implies,  an  association  for  the  promotion  of 
fellowship  among  all  those  who  love  Jesus.  He 
declared  that  the  impetus  which  directed  him  to  his 
life's  work,  and  the  inspiration  which  has  carried 
him  on  in  it,  have  been  derived  more  from  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  than  from  all  other 
sources  combined.  Labour  men,  he  said,  cannot 
afford,  even  if  they  were  inclined,  to  neglect 
Christianity.  A  fact  so  potent  in  the  history  of  the 
world,  which  had  its  origin,  by  common  consent, 
in  the  teachings  and  the  life  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
must  necessarily  appeal  to  all  who  are  seeking  to- 
day to  make  life  more  worthy  of  its  high  purpose 
than  it  has  been  in  the  past.  A  test  question  both 
for  men  and  movements  is,  "What  think  ye  of 
Christ  ?  "  Is  He  merely  a  figment  of  the  imagina- 
tion, or  is  He  a  living.  Divinely-inspired  Person- 
ality? And  what  relation  have  Christ's  teachings 
to  the  needs — the  spiritual  needs — of  the  individual 
man,  and  to  the  social  problems  of  the  age  in  which 
•^e  live?  Christianity  represents  sacrifice,  having 
its  origin  in  love ;  and  the  Christian  who  professes 
the  Christian  faith  is  thereby  under  obligation  to 
make  whatever  sacrifice  may  be  necessary  in  order 
to  remove  sin,  suffering  and  injustice  from  the 
lives  of  those  around  him.  These  brave  words  from 
Mr.  Keir  Hardie  had  a  remarkable  effect  on  the 
vast  audience  of  over  two  thousand  Frenchmen. 
At  the  conclusion  of  his  address  "L' Internationale  " 
was  sung  by  M.  Ghesquiere,  Socialist  depute,  the 
chorus  being  taken  up  enthusiastically  by  the 
audience,  followed  by  the  British  delegates  singing 
"All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus'  Name."  The  audi- 
ence not  only  applauded  it,  but  actually  demanded 
an   encore !     It   was   declared   by   many   religious 
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workers  among  the  workfng  men  of  France  that 
this  meeting  would  probably  mark  a  turning-point 
in  the  attitude  of  the  working  classes  on  the  Con- 
tinent towards  Christianity. 

The  prominence  given  in  the  Continental  press 
to  the  Lille  demonstratjoii^was  one  of  the  most 
interestmg  features  of  the  occasion.  The  leading 
newspapers,  not  only  of  France,  but  of  Belgium, 
Germany,  Switzerland  and  Italy  gave  more  or  less 
lengthy  reports  of  the  proceedings,  in  almost  every 
case  commenting  on  the  religious  aspect  of  the 
campaign,  and  expressing  surprise  at  the  favour- 
able reception  accorded  to  its  Christian  teaching. 
A  precis  of  Mr.  Keir  Hardie's  address  was  cabled 
to  the  British  and  American  press  by  the  ordinary 
newspaper  representatives,  and  many  of  the  papers 
had  leading  articles  devoted  to  it. 

At  home  the  event  was  followed  with  the  keenest 
interest  by  leaders  of  thought  who  have  interested 
themselves  in  the  problem  of  the  attitude  of  the 
working  classes  of  the  Continent  towards  Christi- 
anity. Many  of  them  have  expressed  their  great 
gratification  at  the  remarkable  outcome  of  the 
Brotherhood  crusade.  The  Right  Rev.  Bishop 
oT  Birmingham,  as  representing  the  Anglican 
Church,  and  the  venerable  Dr.  Paton  of  Notting- 
ham, as  representing  the  Free  Churches,  were  fore- 
most among  those  who  rejoiced  at  the  event.  Writ- 
ing to  Mr.  Keir  Hardie,  the  Bishop  of  Birmingham 
said — 

"The  report  of  the  meeting  at  Lille  must 
have  cheered  the  heart  of  any  Christian.  I 
hope  we  of  the  Church  of  England  may,  in 
the  future,  make  a  better  response  than  we 
have  done  in  the  past  to  the  claim  of  Christ 
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for  human  Brotherhood.  At  any  rate  I  should 
like  to  thank  you  and  your  deputation  for  your 
noble  and  inspiring  witness." 

Dr.  Paton  has  from  the  commencement  of  these 
.,^^  continentaL-£nAsad^--sho\vn  the  profoundest  in- 
terestT— arrtT'By^correspondence  has  kept  in  touch 
with  the  leaders  and  himself  well  informed  of 
all  that  was  going  on.  Writing  to  Mr.  Clayton 
Ridge  shortly  after  the  Lille  demonstration  he 
said — 

"I  cannot  tell  you  how  I  rejoice  in  this 
international  crusade.  You  have  begun  a  great 
movement  the  issues  of  which  none  can  tell. 
It  is  glorious  that  the  working  men  of  England 
in  the  Brotherhood  Movement  are  thus  invaS- 


I 


ing,  and  will,  I  believe,  help  to  subdue  the 
materialism  and  Atheism  which  have  envel- 
oped and  darkened  Europe.  God  bless  you 
in  this  great  work." 

These  are  gratifying  testimonies,  but  more  im- 
portant still  is  the  expression  of  opinion  from  men 
on  the  spot  who  have  devoted  their  lives  to  the 
service  of  their  fellows,  and,  associating  themselves 
in  this  enterprise,  know  and  understand  better  than 
others  can  its  great  significance.  A  remarkable 
letter  was  received  by  the  writer  a  few  days  after 
the  event  from  Pasteur  Jacques  Kaltenbach,  one 
of  the  ministers  attached  to  the  McATT^Mission. 
He  says —  » — -- 

"The  members  of  the  Fives  and  Lille 
Brotherhood  want  me  to  express  to  you  their 
deSpPgratitude  for  the  splendid  help  and  en- 
couragement you  have  given  them  by  your 
Whitsuntide   crusade.     We  are   thrilled   with 
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enthusiasm  whenever  we  think  of  the  great 
and  impressive  manifestation  which  was  made 
in  the  streets  of  Lille,  and  of  the  eloquent 
speeches  which,  thanks  to  your  movement, 
were  delivered  in  a  hall  where  probably  no 
testimony  for  Christ  had  ever  been  heard 
before.  When  I  remember  your  first  visit  to 
Lille,  five  months  ago,  I  can  measure  the  way 
which  was  gone  through;  none  of  us  at  that 
time  thought  it  was  possible  to  see  what  we 
actually  saw  last  Sunday  :  French  and  British 
workmen  uniting  in  the  same  procession  and 
listening  in  silence  to  the  exposition  of  our 
religious  and  social  aims.  We  now  feel  that 
ffflfhiethirig  lasting  has  b<ien  done,  that  a  barrier 
between  Christ  and  our  people  has  been  broken 
down,  and  that  it  will  be  henceforth  more 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  oppose  religion 
in  the  name  of  social  progress.  The  papers, 
which  all  contained  detailed  accounts  of  the 
procession  and  of  the  meeting,  reveal  the 
impression  of  intense  curiosity  and  deep 
interest  produced  on  the  population.  To  the 
members  of  our  Brotherhood,  the  sight  of  their 
British  brethren  was  also  a  great  lesson ;  they 
admired  your  number,  your  good  order,  your 
sense  of  discipline. 

"Our  thanks  go,  in  the  first  place,  to  Mr. 
Keir  Hardie,  whose  coming  made  that  grand 
manifestation  possible,  or  at  least  far  easier 
than  it  would  otherwise  have  been.  The  time 
he  devoted  to  us  will  be  repaid  by  the  cer- 
tainty of  having  brought  the  French  workmen 
a  mighty  spiritual  help,  of  which  we  hope  they 
will  avail  themselves  more  and  more. 
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"To  you,  and  to  Mr.  Clayton  Ridge,  who 
chose  Lille  for  your  'n)iu  uusdde,  diiti"  who 
so  skilfully  organized  all  the  details  of  it,  we 
also  express  our  deep  gratitude. — For  the  Fives 
and  Lille  Brotherhood,  yours  respectfully, 
Jacques  Kaltenbach." 

Professor  Paul  Passy  of  Paris,  who  has  a  most 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  attitude  of  mind 
among  Continental  artisans,  and  who  enjoys  a 
European  reputation  as  an  ardent  social  reformer 
and  Christian  advocate,  was  present  at  Lille 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  proceedings.  He  has 
given  a  detailed  account  of  the  event  in  a  brilliant 
article  he  has  contributed  to  L'Espoir  du  Monde, 
a  monthly  magazine  of  which  he  is  editor.  The 
article  is  entitled  "The  Dawn."  A  translation  of 
one  of  the  passages  will  give  an  idea  of  Professor 
Passy's  view  of  the  significance  of  the  event.  He 
says — 

"The  most  important  feature  was  the  fine 
speech  by  Mr.  Keir  Hardie,  embodying  in 
magnificent  language  both  the  social  and 
spiritual  aspiration^  '^f  thp.  wo'rt^^ing— p4fHT*?^s, 
and  indicating  what  their  attitude  should  be 
with  regard  to  Christ.  In  spite  of  its  beauty, 
however,  it  was  not  this  speech  which  inter- 
ested me  most.  It  was  the  attitude  of  the 
crowd,  of  these  some  two  thousand  socialist 
working  men,  who  listened  to  this  teaching  so 
new  to  them;  it  was  this  that  I  observed  with 
such  a  keen  emotion.  It  was  easy  to  follow 
the  feelings  with  which  they  were  animated. 
At  first  they  listened  with  wonder;  then  they 
were  perplexed ;  then  began  to  mistrust.   Thest 
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men   spoke  of   God,   of  Jesus  Christ,   of  the 
Gospel :    were   they   '  gammoning  '  ?     Was   it 
not  some  ruse,  some  dodge  to  wheedle  these 
poor  men,  in  order  to  put  them  in  the  bondage  U 
of  some  other  form  of  e.cclesiasticism  ?  * 

"They  were  soon  reassured,  however.  This 
man,  with  the  strenuous  and  yet  kindly  aspect 
who  was  before  them,  was  it  not  Keir  Hardie, 
the  old  collier,  whose  devotion  to  the  working 
classes  has  been  affirmed  a  thousand  times? 
Were  not  those  who  were  gathered  round  him 
Delory  and  Ghesquiere,  >their  own  socialist 
members  6i  Parliament;  V.  Renard,  the  well- 
known  authority  on  labour  questions  ?  No  ! 
there  was  no  need  to  fear  a  trap;  they  might 
rest  assured  that  their  own  impressions  would 
guide  them  correctly. 

"And  then,  marvellous  thing  !  The  religious 
instinct  awakened  in  these  poor  men,  all  the 
stronger,  perhaps,  because  it  had  been  lying 
dormant  for  so  long  a  time;  and  they  heard 
with  increasing  interest  the  Christian  state- 
ments of  the  orators.  Then  the  interest  turned 
to  approval  which  gradually  became  more  and 
more  ardent;  and  towards  the  end  of  Keir 
Hardie's  speech  it  was  with  stampings  of 
enthusiasm  that  these  men  who  both  call  them- 
selves and  believe  themselves  tjo  be  materialists, 
cheered  the  words  of  the  old  Scotch  tribune  on 
the  Fatherhood  of  God  aad  the  work  of  Jesus 
Christ.  For  a  moment  it  seemed  as  if  the 
people  had  re-discovered  their  Saviour. 

"I  said  '  for  a  moment.'  Who  can  tell  how 
deep  the  impressions  then  received  were,  or 
how  lasting  they  will  be  ?     Who  can  tell  what 
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will      follow     on      this     beautiful 
holiday  ? 

*-**-ffowever,  I  feel  that  I  am  perfectly  right  in 

saying  that  a  breach  has  been   made   in  the 

thick  ramparts  of  prejudice,   which  separates 

our  people  from  the  true  Gospel.     All  those 

who  applauded  the  lynthgrhood  orators_at  Lille 

can  now  say  in  airiincerity  :   *  It  is  not  true 

that  a  man  who  believes  in  God,  who  loves 

Jesus  Christ,   is  necessarily  a  participator  in 

exploitation  and  tyranny.     A  man  can  say,  as 

I  Keir  Hardie  said,  that  it^  isjhe^pj^m  Q{jLlhrIsr^ 

1  which  leads  jnentcTtake  jm3L_the  cause  of  the 

I oggrgssed^^ without   being  aJiyfioprite   or  an 

limbecile/    And  many  will  undoubtedly  realize 

the  necessity  of  making  himself  well  acquainted 

with  this  Christ  whom  he  has  hitherto  ignored. 

This  will  probably  be  the  dawn  of  a  new  era." 

It  is  because  we  have  risen  to  our  opportunities 

and  have  had  the  courage  and  wisdom  "to  take 

occasion  by  the  hand,"  that  we  of  the  Brotherhood   , 

I  Movement,  with  our  distinctive  pn^cy  of  permeat- 

\  irfg^the^people  with  the  principles  and, ideals,  of 

\Chnstianity,  have  had  the  ^or  opened  for  us  to 

klid  deuiuciScies  of  the  wide  world. 

A  continental  writer,  in  taking  a  survey  of  the 
trend  of  events  throughout  the  civilized  world, 
remarked,  "The  Democracies  of  the  world  are 
coming  to  themselves."  Think  of  it  I  The  Demo- 
cracies of  the  world  coming  to  themselves  I  In 
that  incomparable  story,  the  Parable  of  the 
Prodigal  Son,  we  read,  "And  when  he  came  to 
himself  he  said,  I  will  arise  and  go  to  my  Father." 
In   the  good  Providence  of  God  there   has  been 
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granted  to  the  men  of  the  Brotherhood  Movement 
the  mission  to  go  forth,  not  only  to  the  Democracy 
of  our  own  land,  but  to  the  Democracies  of  the 
world  who  "are  coming  to  themselves,"  to  tell  them 
that  their  only  hope  of  social  salvation  as  well  as 
individual  salvation  is  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  prodigal  son  and  say,  "I  will  arise  and  go  to 
my  Father." 


THE    EVOLUTION    OF    THE 
MOVEMENT 


"Christianity  is  the  religion  of  the  Father  and  of  brother- 
hood. This  fact  can  never  be  gainsaid,  and  the  whole 
Gospel  is  contained  in  these  two  terms.  In  the  beginning 
there  was  no  question  about  it.  On  the  lips  of  Jesus,  and 
of  those  about  Him  who  were  touched  with  the  fire  of  His 
spirit,  the  words  Father,  Brother,  are  like  a  cry  of  mingled 
joy  and  grief — like  a  cry  of  the  soul  in  a  moment  of  unex- 
pected meeting,  when  those  who  were  lost  are  found  again. 
Mv  father !  my  son  !  my  brother ! — these  are  not  simply 
words,   they  make  a  drama — yes,   they  create  a  world." 

Charles  Wagner. 


CHAPTER    VI 

THE  EVOLUTION   OF   THE  MOVEMENT 

"  Heaven  doth  with  us  as  we  with  torches  do ; 
Not  light  them  for  ourselves  :  for  if  our  virtues 
Did  not  go  forth  of  us,  'twere  all  alike 
As  if  we  had  them  not.     Spirits  are  not  finely  touched 
But  to  fine  issues  :  nor  Nature  never  lends 
The  smallest  scruple  of  her  excellence 
But,   like  a  thrifty  goddess,   she  determines 
Herself  the  glory  of  a  creditor, 
Both  thanks  and  use." 

Shakespeare,  Measure  for  Measure. 

"  I  gave  a  beggar  from  my  little  store — 

Of  well-earned  gold. 
He  spent  the  shining  ore,  and  came  again, 

And  yet  again. 
Still  cold  and  hungry  as  before. 

I  gave  a  thought,  and  through  that  thought  of  mine 
He   found  himself  a  man — bold,   clothed,  divine. 
And  crowned  with  blessings  manifold. 

And  now  he  begs  no  more." 

Though  the  Brotherhood  Movement  is  of  com- 
paratively modern  growth,  any  one  who  desires  to 
understand  clearly  its  significance  and  the  part  that 
it  is  undoubtedly  destined  to  play  in  the  future  of  our 
religious  life  must  follow  the  trend  of  events  as  they 
have  occurred  during  at  least  a  couple  of  centuries. 
There  has  undoubtedly  been  an  evolutionary  pro- 
cess at  work,  or  rather,  "That  God  who  ever  lives 
and  loves  "  has  been  at  work  in  our  land  with  a 
clear  and  definite  purpose  in  view,  leading  us  on  to 
that  "One  far  off  divine  event  to  which  the  whole 
creation  moves."  In  this  gradual  dev^pment 
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towards  a  perfected  humanity  the  Brotherhood 
MovemenL  represents  the  latest^  tRough  Ey^no 
means  the  last,  phase.  It  is  the  natural  outcome  of 
that  sequence  of  events  which  began  some  two 
hundred  years  ago.  What  was  the  state  of  Eng- 
land at  that  time?  From  whatever  standpoint  it  is 
viewed,  it  was  in  a  most  deplorable  condition.  The 
Democracy  of  England  were  then  practically  serfs. 
From  the  religious  standpoint  the  condition  of  the 
people  was  sad  in  the  extreme,  scarcely  any  interest 
whatever  being  taken  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the 
masses  of  the  people.  The  few  that  were  brought 
under  religious  influences  had  doctrines  of  a  most 
remarkable  character  proclaimed  to  them.  They 
were  generally  taught  that  the  Almighty  had 
selected  one  here  and  there  out  of  the  great  mass  of 
humanity  who  were  predestined  to  be  saved,  and 
the  rest  were  doomed  to  eternal  perdition  from  their 
birth.  It  was  at  this  period  that  that  memorable 
meeting  was  held  in  a  small  room  in  Aldersgate 
Street  in  the  city  of  London  attended  by  a  handful 
of  men,  the  effect  of  which  has  played  so  important 
a  part  in  the  religious  life  of  the  world.  One  of 
those  present  subsequently  made  an  entry  in  his 
diary  to  this  effect — 

"In  the  evening  I  went  very  unwillingly  to 
a  society  in  Aldersgate  Street,  where  one  was 
reading  Luther's  preface  to  the  Epistle  to  the 
Romans.  About  a  quarter  before  nine,  while 
he  was  describing  the  change  which  God 
works  in  the  heart  through  faith  in  Christ,  I 
felt  my  heart  strangely  warmed.  I  felt  I  did 
trust  in  Christ,  Christ  alone,  for  salvation ; 
and  an  assurance  was  given  me  that  He  had 
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taken  away  my  sins,  even  mine,  and  saved 
me  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death.  I  began 
to  pray  with  all  my  might  for  those  who  had 
in  a  more  especial  manner  despitefully  used 
me  and  persecuted  me.  I  then  testified  openly 
to  all  there  what  I  now  first  felt  in  my 
heart." 

Subsequently  John  Wesley,  who  had  made  that 
remarkable  entry  in  his  Journal,  through  the  earnest 
and  prayerful  study  of  the  New  Testament  and 
under  the  enlightening  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
grasped  the  fact  that  when  Jesus  Christ  died  on 
Calvary  He  died  for  everybody.  He  also  realized 
the  logical  outcome  of  this  truth,  and  declared  un- 
flinchingly that  every  man  is,  in  consequence, 
equally  valuable  and  precious  in  the  sight  of  God. 
The  blacksmith  at  the  anvil,  the  labourer  at  the 
plough  were  as  precious  and  valuable  in  God's  sight 
as  the  king  on  the  throne.  It  was  the  bold,  fearless 
and  constant  proclamation  of  this  truth  for  years  by 
Wesley  and  the  evangelicals  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury that  raised  the  peasants  and  artisan  class  of 
England  to  a  sense  of  their  value  and  gave  them 
that  spirit  of  manly  independence,  that  love  of  free- 
dom and  liberty  which  are  so  characteristic  of  the 
British  race. 

Another  step  in  the  evolutionary  development  of 
religious  life  and  activity  occurred  when  there  was 
.put  into  the  mind  of  Robert  Raikes  of  Gloucester 
the  idea  to  get  the  boys  and  girls  together  on 
Sundays  and  teach  them  something  of  the  truths  of 
Christianity  and  make  them  somewhat  familiar  with 
the  teaching  of  the  Bible.  The  founding  of  the 
Sunday  School  system  by  Raikes  has  had  a  marvel- 
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lous  influence  on  the  destinies  of  our  country.  One 
outcome  of  the  general  popularity  and  esteem  of  our 
Sunday  Schools  has  been  that  the  masses  of  the 
people  have  from  their  youth  inherited  a  regard  and 
esteem  for  Christianity  and  a  deep-seated  reverence 
for  the  word  of  God.  It  is  largely  owing  to  this 
fact  that  although  the  working  classes  of  our  land 
are  in  the  main  alienated  from  our  Churches  they 
are  not  alienated  from  Christianity. 

Another  vital  step  was  taken  in  the  advancement 
of  the  people  just  over  a  hundred  years  ago.  At 
that  period  of  our  nation's  history  general  educa- 
tion was  looked  upon  as  the  special  and  exclusive 
privilege  of  the  rich.  Even  schools  that  had  been 
founded  for  the  education  of  f>oor  children  had  been 
diverted  from  their  original  purpose,  and  it  was 
very  seldom  that  the  children  of  the  poor  had  the 
opportunity  of  learning  even  to  read  and  write.  It 
was  then  that  God  inspired  Robert  Lancaster  the 
Quaker  with  the  idea  that  it  would  be  a  grand  thing 
for  the  country  if  every  boy  and  girl  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  acquiring  at  least  the  elements  of  educa- 
tion. He  therefore  conceived  the  idea  of  placing  a 
day  school  within  the  reach  of  every  child  in  the 
land.  His  efforts  were  to  a  large  extent  frustrated 
at  the  time,  but  the  seed  had  been  sown,  and  in 
1870  another  Quaker,  the  late  Right  Hon. 
W.  E.  Forster  succeeded  in  passing  into  law  the 
Education  Act  with  its  compulsory  clauses,  thus 
securing  to  every  child  in  the  land  the  right  to  an 
elementary  education.  As  a  result  we  have  to-day 
in  England  for  the  first  time  in  history  a  democracy 
who  have  the  ability  to  read  and  think  for  them- 
selves. 

In  1875  ynhn  Rl^rkhap  of  West  Bromwich  got 
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hold  of  a  brilliant  idea.  It  was  the  same  inspiring  1 
thought  that  G.  K.  Chesterton,  one  of  our  most 
brilliant  thinkers  and  authors,  is  continually  din- 
ning info  our  ears,  that  a  Christian  ought  not  to 
be  a  morose,  sad  or  pessimistic  individual,  but  one 
of  the  happiest,  one  of  the  jolliest  fellows  alive; 
that  religious  ways  should  be  ways  of  pleasantness. 
This  is  how  it  came  about.  Mr.  Blackham  was  a 
deacon  of  the  Ebenezer  Congregational  Church, 
and  was  also  actively  engaged  in  the  early  morning 
Adult  School  Movement  throughout  the  Black 
Country.  He  had  often  pondered  over  the  problem 
of  how  to  regain  and  reclaim  the  lost  older  scholars 
from  our  Sunday  schools.  "About  this  tirne,"  says 
Mr.  Blackham,  "Moody  came  to  Birmingham,  and 
1  went  to  hear  him,  but  the  Town  Hall  was  so  full  I 
could  not  gain  admission.  I  asked  where  I  could 
see  the  largest  Bible-class  at  work.  Following  the 
directions  given  to  me,  I  came  to  a  room  where 
about  thirty  fine  young  fellows  were  assembled, 
listening  to  their  teacher,  a  magnificent  man,  with 
a  marvellous  store  of  information.  His  address  was 
so  long  and  so  good,  that  my  head  and  back  ached 
with  the  prolonged  attention.  I  went  home  still 
pondering  the  problem.  I  wondered  how  it  was 
that  Moody  could  get  an  audience  of  four  thousand, 
while  this  splendid  Bible-class  leader  could  only 
draw  about  thirty,  and  as  I  thought  upon  this  the 
first  light  broke  in,  and  I  saw  clearly  why  we  had 
failed,  and  how  we  might  succeed.  I  learnt  how 
not  to  do  it.  I  realized  that  if  the  men  were  to  be 
won,  we  must  give  them  a  service  neither  too  long 
nor  too  learned.  We  must  avoid  dulness,  pro- 
lixity, gloom  and  constraint."  Now,  Mr.  Blackham 
is  a  man  who  has  visions. 
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When  this  idea  fairly  gripped  him,  there  at  once 
rose  in  his  mind  what  he  describes  as  his  "first 
vision."  He  distinctly  saw  that  if  the  idea  was  only 
carried  out  on  the  lines  indicated,  there  was  a  pos- 
sibility of  getting  together  a  class  of  three  thousand 
men,  and  he  felt  certain  that  God  would  show  him 
how  to  realize  this  vision.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Sunday  School  officials,  which  the  superintendent 
called  at  his  request,  he  made  known  his  idea,  and 
offered  to  make  the  experiment,  on  condition  that 
they  would  support  him  with  their  prayers,  and 
give  him  an  entirely  free  hand.  They  readily  con- 
sented. It  is  well  worth  recalling  to  mind  the  fact 
that  the  first  P.S.A.  meeting  was  called  together 
without  any  form  of  public  advertisement,  neither 
posters  nor  handbills  being  used.  Mr.  Blackham 
devoted  all  his  spare  time  during  the  previous  week 
talking  to  every  man  he  met  in  the  street  who,  he 
thought,  was  an  old  Sunday  School  scholar  and 
did  not  attend  any  religious  service.  This  button- 
holing method,  which  proved  so  successful  in  the 
first  instance,  is  still  prosecuted  in  almost  every  suc- 
cessful society.  It  was  whilst  he  was  tackling  the 
men  in  the  street  in  this  fashion  that  Mr.  Blackham 
stumbled  accidentally,  or,  as  he  would  say.  Provi- 
dentially, on  the  title  which  afterwards  became  so 
popular.  He  wanted  to  tell  the  men  what  sort  of  a 
meeting  he  would  conduct,  and  it  occurred  to  him 
to  tell  them  that  it  would  be  a  pleasant  meeting. 
"Look  here,"  he  said,  "I  am  going  to  start  a 
Pleasant  Sunday  Afternoon  Class :  it  will  be  short 
and  bright,  and  will  only  last  three-quarters  of  an 
hour.  Will  you  come  next  Sunday  and  see  how 
you  like  it  ?  "  On  the  Sunday  afternoon  following 
his  week  of  personal  invitations  the  first  meeting 
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was  held,  when  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  turned 
up. 

The  words  "Brief,  Bright  and  Brotherly" 
occurred  to  Mr.  Blackham  as  happily  expressing 
the  special  features  of  the  work,  together  with  the 
Scriptural  motto,  "One  is  your  Master,  even  Christ, 
and  all  ye  are  brethren."  So  successful  was  the 
first  P.S  A.  society,  that  immediately  afterwards 
others  sprang  up  in  the  vicinity,  until  the  Midlands 
could  boast  of  several  hundreds,  man)nDf_them  with 
a  very  large  membership.  It  was  in  A885  l/hat  Mr. 
Blackham  received  his  first,.. call  tcic:t^_  nationaL, 
advocacy  of  the  movement.  He  was  attending  some 
meetln'gs~at~  WeTIihgton,  conducted  by  the  late 
Rev.  George  Miiller  of  Bristol,  when  a  number  of 
religious  workers  met  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Cranage, 
and  Mr.  Blackham  was  led  to  speak  of  the  P;S.A., 
and  of  the  success  it  had  achieved  in  West  Brom- 
wich.  Mr.  Henry  Thorne,  the  travelling  Secretary 
of  the  Y.M.C.A.,  turned  to  him  and  said,  "Mr. 
Blackham,  you  ought  to  tell  this  story  throughout 
the  land."   He  replied,  "  I  shall  never  seek  the  office 

nf  jvrnp3g^nHist  f>f  tl^P  rofw^MTipntv^hiif   if   I   felt  the 

call  from  God,  I  would  go?'  Mr.  Thorne  then 
asked  him  if  he  would  inaugurate  the  work  in  Derby 
if  invited,  and  he  consented.  At  Derby  a  flourish- 
ing society  was  started,  and  shortly  after  the  move- 
ment spread  to  Nottingham,  Leicester,  Sheffield^ 
Manchester,  and  other  provincial  towns.  In  (I»88 
Mr.  Blackham  was  called  to  start  a  society  at  Tot- 
tenham, which  is  still  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
and  the  pioneer  society^ofjiearly  four  hundred  now 
existin'^TiTtfieinetropolisi!  Fhave  referred  to  Mr. 
Blackham 's  first  vision:  At  the  National  Confer- 
ence held  at  Liverpool  he  told  me  that  he  had  had 
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another  vision ;  one  of  five  millions  gathered  to- 
gether in  the  societies  r($unH~Th«--«p©»-  Bible  every 
Sunday  afternoon.  This  may  seem  optimistic,  but 
it  is  only  the  optimist  who  lives  to  see  his  dreams 
come  true.  "At  the  very  outset,"  said  Mr.  Black- 
ham,  "I  attributed  all  our  success  to  prayer. 
Prayer  is  our  sheet  anchor,  and  if  we  continue  in 
prayer,  the  vision  of  the  five  millions  will  be  real- 
ized, for  with  God  all  things  are  possible." 

In  order  to  understand  how  the  Brotherhood 
Movement  is  influencing  the  Democracy  at  the 
present  time,  and  to  realize  something  of  its  pheno- 
menal success  in  drawing  men  by  thousands  to  a 
distinctly  religious  service  every  Sunday  afternoon 
it  is  necessary  to  have  a  clear  conception  of  the 
position  they  occupy  to-day  in  the  political  life  of 
the  nation.  If  we  take  the  same  period  that  we 
have  already  covered  and  examine  the  political  life 
of  the  country  we  shall  see  that  in  this  respect  there 
had  also  been  a  gradual  development.  What  was 
the  condition  of  the  country  politically  two  cen- 
turies ago?  Political  power  was  then  almost  ex- 
clusively in  the  hands  of  the  aristocracy  and  land- 
owning classes.  To  them  was  given  the  priceless 
privilege  of  making  the  laws  of  the  land.  Now 
those  who  are  invested  with  such  power  have  the 
opportunity  of  working  untold  harm  or  infinite 
good  to  the  people.  All  depends  on  the  spirit  in 
which  the  power  is  exercised.  There  is  only  one 
of  two  ways  in  which  political  pHDwer  can  be  used. 
It  will  be  used  either  selfishly  or  unselfishly  :  either 
with  an  eye  to  one's  own  self-interest,  or  in  the 
interest  of  the  community  as  a  whole;  it  will  be 
used  for  one's  own  selfish  ends  and  purposes,  or  in 
that  spirit  of  self-sacrificing  love  that  clearly  in- 
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dicates  the  spirit  of  Christianity.  How  did  the 
aristocracy  and  land-owning  classes  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century  use  their  political  power?  Had  it 
been  in  the  unselfish  spirit  that  is  an  essential  char- 
acteristic of  Christianity  and  the  legislation  passed 
had  been  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  at  large,  Eng- 
land would  have  been  a  "Merrie  England"  indeed 
to-day.  Had  they  decided  to  go  on  the  lines  of 
making  the  laws  of  the  land  harmonize  with  the 
principles  taught  by  Christ  their  action  would  have 
been  an  untold  blessing  to  their  own  and  future 
generations.  They  legislated,  however,  in  a  spirit  of 
sordid  selfishness.  During  the  time  they  held  un- 
limited sway  they  annexed  to  themselves,  by  private 
Acts  of  Parliament  passed  by  themselves,  millions  of 
acres  of  the  common  land  of  the  country,  thereby 
making  themselves  richer  who  were  already  rich, 
and  dragging  many  of  the  poor  down  to  abject 
poverty.  Now  it  is  an  eternal  law  that  whenever 
men  misuse  any  talent,  gift  or  privilege  with  which 
they  are  endowed,  the  time  comes  sooner  or  later 
when  they  are  deprived  of  it.  Jesus  Christ  uttered 
an  eternal  truth  when  He  declared,  "  Take  therefore 
the  talent  from  him  and  give  it  unto  him  that  hath 
ten  talents."  Take  it  from  the  man  who  refuses  or 
neglects  to  use  it  for  the  benefit  and  welfare  of  the 
race,  and  give  it  to  him  that  will  devote  it  to  the 
interests  of  humanity  and  in  harmony  with  the 
divine  will  and  purpose.  It  was,  therefore,  a  natural 
sequence  that  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century 
the  aristocracy  and  land-owning  classes  lost  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  political  power.  It  was  trans- 
ferred in  the  main  from  them  to  the  commercial  and 
middle  classes.  How  did  they  use  it?  In  what 
spirit  did  they  legislate  ?  Let  us  frankly  recognize 
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the  magnificent  debt  we  owe  to  them.  It  is  to  the 
legislation  passed  during  the  nineteenth  century, 
when  the  commercial  and  middle  classes  held  sway, 
that  we  owe  the  fact  that  slavery  is  illegal  under 
the  British  flag.  This  liberty  was  purchased  at  a 
great  price,  but  has  been  one  of  the  great  events  in 
the  world's  history  making  for  the  freedom  of  the 
race.  To  them  we  are  mainly  indebted  for  our 
inestimable  privilege  of  civic  and  religious  liberty. 
Notwithstanding  numerous  restrictions  it  is  now  an 
acknowledged  principle  of  the  State  that  all  men 
should  be  free  to  exercise  the  rights  of  citizenship 
and  to  adopt  whatever  form  of  religion  is  in  har- 
mony with  their  own  conscience.  This  has  been 
secured  by  the  various  laws  passed  during  the  nine- 
teenth century  when  the  commercial  and  middle 
classes  held  the  political  power.  But  in  the  realm 
of  economics,  unfortunately,  they  took  the  opposite 
course.  In  this  direction,  so  vitally  essential  for  the 
well-being  of  the  nation  that  an  unselfish,  that  is, 
a  Christian  policy  should  be  pursued,  they  acted, 
as  did  their  predecessors,  selfishly.  If  we  examine 
the  laws  passed  during  the  nineteenth  century 
relating  to  trade,  commerce  and  industry,  we  shall 
find  that  they  generally  bear  the  impress  of  the 
commercial  and  competitive  spirit  of  the  time.  The 
underlying  principle  of  the  school  of  political 
economy  by  which  they  were  dominated  was  to 
make  the  country  rich,  irrespective  of  moral  con- 
siderations as  to  how  the  wealth  was  created,  and 
without  any  regard  to  the  fair  and  just  and  equitable 
distribution  of  it  when  it  was  created.  They  meant 
to  make  Britain  the  richest  country  in  the  world, 
and  they  succeeded.  But  the  popular  proverb  of 
the  day  clearly  expresses  the  spirit  in  which  they  set 
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to  work.  It  was  a  case  of  "Every  man  for  himself 
and  the  devil  take  the  hindmost."  The  result  of 
this  policy  is  staring  us  in  the  face  to-day.  Whilst 
the  country  is  richer  in  the  aggregate  than  she  has 
ever  been  in  any  previous  period  of  her  history,  we 
have  the  cancers  of  unemployment,  bad  housing, 
sweated  industries,  and  extreme  poverty  sucking  the 
nation's  life-blood.  In  spite  of  our  inordinate 
wealth  we  have,  according  to  Mr.  Chiozza  Money's 
calculation,  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  the  popula- 
tion who  may  fairly  be  described  as  Rich;  three 
and  three-quarters  of  a  million  who  are  Comfort- 
able; whilst  thirty-eight  millions  are  Poor. 

The  country  has  indeed  grown  rich,  but  the 
riches  have  got  into  the  hands  of  a  few,  whilst  the 
mass  of  the  people  are  in  a  chronic  state  of  poverty. 
It  was  against  the  system  of  political  economy 
which  dominated  the  policy  of  the  Legislature 
during  the  nineteenth  century,  when  the  com- 
mercial and  middle  classes  held  sway,  that  John 
Ruskin,  in  his  epoch-making  book,  Unto  this  Last, 
poured  out  the  vials  of  his  wrath.  It  was  a  policy 
of  selfishness,  and  the  inevitable  happened. 
"Take  therefore  the  talent  from  him  and  give  it 
unto  him  that  hath  ten  talents."  At  the  end  of 
the  nineteenth  century  political  power  passed 
from  their  hands  to  those  of  the  Democracy.  It 
may  be  an  unpalatable  morsel  to  some,  but  it  is  a 
sterling  fact,  and  one  that  cannot  be  too  strongly 
emphasized,  that  from  seventy  to  eighty  per 
cent,  of  the  voting  strength  of  the  country  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  working  classes.  The  question  now 
is,  How  are  they  going  to  use  it  ?  Will  they  use  it 
selfishly  like  the  aristocracy  and  the  commercial 
and  middle  classes  ?    Theirs  was  the  era  of  class 
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legislation,  and  class  legislation  has  been  one  of 
the  great  curses  of  the  country,  and  if  the  working 
classes  with  the  political  power  in  their  hands 
should  legislate  for  themselves  alone  and  not  in  the 
interests  of  the  entire  nation,  instead  of  things 
improving  they  will  get  worse.  My  firm  conviction 
is  that  they  will  not  so  legislate,  for  the  reasons  that 
I  have  outlined.  Whatever  apathy  and  indifference 
towards  Christianity,  or  even  hostility,  may  be 
manifested  here  and  there,  the  Democracy  of  our 
land  as  a  whole  are  permeated  with  the  great  idea 
that  John  Wesley  proclaimed.  They  realize  the 
fact  that  as  the  logical  outcome  of  the  Atonement  on 
Calvary  every  man  is  of  equal  value  in  the  sight 
of  God.  As  the  outcome  of  our  Sunday  School 
system  their  minds  have  been  indoctrinated  with 
religious  principles  and  ideas,  and  as  a  result  of 
our  educational  system,  especially  since  the  Act  of 
1870,  we  have  in  them  a  body  of  intelligent  and 
fairly  educated  men.  It  is  here  where  the  Brother- 
hood Movement  comes  in.  It  seeks  to  apply  the 
principles  of  Christianity  to  every  phase  of  life. 
Our  men  go  to  the  New  Testament  not  only  for 
their  theology,  but  for  their  politics,  aye,  and  for 
their  political  economy  too.  Through  the  medium 
of  the  large  gatherings  of  men  Sunday  by  Sunday 
throughout  the  year  the  Democracy  are  speedily 
being  permeated  with  the  great  principles  of  Chris- 
tianity. To  the  enlightened  and  enfranchised 
Democracy  we  send  a  clear  clarion  call  urging  them 
to  stand  by  the  principles  taught  by  the  Carpenter 
of  Nazareth,  whose  Gospel  is  one  of  emancipation^ 
and  liberty. 
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"  Not  once  or  twice  in   our  rough   island  story, 
The  path  of  duty  was  the  way  to  glory  : 
He  that  walks  it,  only  thirsting 
For  the  right,  and  learns  to  deaden 
Love  of  self,  before  his  journey  closes, 
He  shall  find  the  stubble  thistle  bursting 
Into  glossy  purples,  which  outredden 
All  voluptuous  garden-roses. 

Not  once  or  twice  in  our  fair  island  story, 

The  path  of  duty  was  the  way  to  glory  : 

He,   that  ever  following  her  commands. 

On  with  toil  of  heart,  and  knees  and  hands, 

Through  the  long  gorge  to  the  far  light  has  come 

His  path  upward,   and  prevailed, 

Shall  find  the  toppling  crags  of  Duty  scaled 

Are  close  upon   the  shining  tablelands 

To  which  our  God  Himself  is  moon  and  sun." 

Tennyson. 
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"Round  the  cape  of  a  sudden  came  the  sea, 
And  the  sun  looked  over  the  mountains'  run : 
And  straight  was  a  path  of  gold  for  him, 
And  the  need  of  a  world  of  men  for  me." 

Browning. 

"Ahl  brothers,  let  us  work  our  work  for  love 
Of  what  the  God  in  us  prevails  to  do  I 
And  if,  when  all  is  done,  the  unanswering  void 
And  silence  weigh  upon  our  souls,  remember 
The  music  of  a  lonely  heart  may  help 
How  many  lonely  hearts  unknown  to  him ! 
The  seeming  void  and  silence  are  aware 
With  audience  august,  invisible, 
Who  yield  thank-oifering,  encouragement, 
And  strong  co-operation  ;  the  dim  deep 
Is  awful  with  the  God  in  whom  we  move, 
Who  moulds  to  consummation  where  we  fail. 
And  saith  '  Well  done !  '  to  every  faithful  deed. 
Who  in  Himself  will  full  accomplish  all." 

Hon.  Roden  Noel. 

The  Brotherhood  Movement  is  essfintiaUy  demo-  J.  I 
cratic.     A  large  proportion  of  the  men  who  are  [/| 
identified  with  it  have  drunk  deeply  of  that  well  of 
water  which  has  its  origin  in  the  memorable  saying 
of  Christ — 

"Ye  know  that  the  princes  of  the  Gentiles 
exercise  dominion  over  them,  and  they  that 
are  great  exercise  authority  upon  them.  But 
it  shall  not  he  so  among  you:  but  whosoever 
will  be  great  among  you  let  him  be  your 
minister,  and  whosoever  will  be  chief  among 
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you  let  him  be  your  servant.  Even  as  the 
Son  of  Man  came  not  to  be  ministered  unto 
but  to  minister  and  to  give  His  life  a  ransom 
for  many." 

It  would  be  difficult  to  find,  in  the  whole  range 
of  literature,  a  more  democratic  pronouncement 
than  that.  It  is  one  of  the  foundation  stones  of  the 
movement.  There  can  be  no  "bosses"  in  any 
organization  that  holds  fast  to  a  principle  of  that 
character.  Those  who  are  sometimes  termed 
"  leaders  "  of  the  movement  clearly  understand  that 
the  position  to  which  they  have  been  called  is  not 
one  of  government  but  of  service. 

On  the  third  Sunday  in  March  there  is  celebrated 
annually  what  is  termed  National  Brotherhood 
Sunday.  There  are  two  essential  characteristics 
associated  with  it,  and  whoever  has  a  clear  grasp 
of  these  has  a  pretty  fair  idea  of  the  twp  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  movement.  How  they 
came  to  be  associated  with  the  annual  demoiostra- 
tion  is  a  story  worth  knowing.  It  was  in  ^^»tjiat 
the  first  of  the  Annual  National  Conferences  was 
held,  London  being  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and 
the  Rev.  F.  B^^^Me^^,  B.A.,  the  first  national 
president.  One  oTthe  great  outstanding  features 
of  this  conference  was  a  public  meeting  held  in 
the  City  Temple.  The  building  was  crowded  to  its 
utmost  capacity,  over  three  thousand  people  being 
present,  and  several  hundreds  being  unable  to 
obtain  admission.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  meeting 
was  unbounded.  One  of  the  hymns  chosen  was 
new  to  most  of  those  present,  but  it  was  sung  to 
the  tune  of  "Pentecost,"  and  went  with  astonishing 
swing  and  vigour.     It  was  just  one  of  those  things 
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that  happened  to  "catch  on."  Delegates  from 
provincial  Brotherhoods  carried  it  back  with  them, 
and  it  soon  became  one  of  the  most  popular  hymns 
among  the  societies.  It  has  had  such  an  influence 
in  the  movement  that  it  is  worth  quoting  in  full. 

"  Fling  out  the  banner  I     Let  it  float 
Skyward  and  seaward,  high  and  wide ; 
The  sun  that  lights  its  shining  folds, 
The  Cross  on  which  the  Saviour  died. 

Fling   out   the  banner  I     Angels   bend 
In  anxious  silence  o'er  the  sign, 
And  vainly  seek  to  comprehend 
The  wonders  of  the  love  Divine, 

Fling  6ut  the  banner !     Heathen  lands 
Shall  see  from  far  the  glorious  sight, 
And  nations  crowding  to  be  born 
Baptize  their  spirits  in  its  light. 

Fling  out  the  banner !     Let  it  float 
Skyward  and  seaward,  high  and  wide, 
Our    glory    only   in    the   Cross, 
Our  only  hope  the  Crucified, 

Fling  out  the  banner !     Wide  and  high. 
Seaward  and  skyward  let  it  shine  : 
Nor  skill,  nor  might,  nor  merit  ours. 
We  conquer  only  in  that  sign," 

The  hymn  represents  the  spiritual  force  of  the 
movement.  By  no  stretch  of  the  imagination  can 
it  be  called  a  great  poem,  but  in  simple  rhyme  and 
rhythm,  and  with  a  vigour  and  vim  that  are  so 
essential  in  a  real  live~TTTOV^ment^it  emphasizes 
tlie  great  fact  whichled  Christ  to  suffer  death  on 
Calvary,  his  self-sacrificing  love  for  humanity.  It 
also  represents  the  spirit  that  animates  those  who 
have  discovered  for  themselves  the  meaning  of  the 
Cross  and  who  under  its  inspiration  are  willing  to 
go  forth  devoting  themselves  to  the  service  of  their 
fellows. 

The  hymn  if  sung  slowly  and  by  a  small  audi- 
Q 
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ence  will  have  a  painfully  depressing  effect,  but 
sung  by  a  meeting  of  men  in  a  crowded  building 
and  in  fairly  quick  measure  it  becomes  an  inspira- 
tion. Some  time  after  the  London  Conference  a 
young  man  who  was  going  out  to  China  as  a 
medical  missionary  gave  the  address  one  Sunday 
afternoon  at  the  Wanstead  Brotherhood.  The 
happy  thought  occurred  to  the  officers  to  present 
him  with  a  medicine  chest  on  behalf  of  the  Brother- 
hood. When  this  was  mentioned  to  the  members, 
it  was  taken  up  with  enthusiasm,  the  men  not  only 
freely  subscribing  for  the  purpose  of  the  medicine 
chest,  but  also  undertaking  to  keep  it  well  supplied 
with  medicines  from  year  to  year.  This  has  been 
regularly  done,  and  by  this  and  other  means  a  con- 
stant course  of  communication  kept  up  between  the 
missionary  and  those  associated  with  him  in  China 
and  the  members  of  the  Brotherhood.  Then  Mr. 
R.  J.  Harry,  secretary  of  the  Brotherhood,  con- 
ceived a  brilliant  idea,  the  outcome  of  which  was 
an  arrangement  for  the  mission  workers  and 
adherents  in  China  to  hold  a  meeting  somewhat 
of  the  same  character  as  the  Brotherhood  meeting 
in  London,  and  at  the  time  corresponding  to  four 
o'clock  Greenwich  time  to  sing  the  Brotherhood 
hymn,  "Fling  out  Jhe  hflnner/^'  A  relative  of  one 
oTlhe  members  residing  in  South  Africa,  hearing 
of  the  arrangement,  fell  in  with  the  same  idea. 
Then  it  was  made  known  through  the  religious 
press  that  this  was  being  done,  and  the  sugges- 
tion made  that  other  societies  might  fall  into 
line.  The  response  to  this  was  most  remarkable. 
Nearly  every  society  in  London  took  part.  The 
secretary  of  the  Liverpool  Federation  circularized 
all  his  societies,  sending  them  printed  copies  of  the 
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hymn,  and  between  forty  and  fifty  of  them  joined 
in  the  celebration.  Brotherhoods  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  in  Canada,  and  even  in  Australia,  united 
in  the  effort,  so  that  on  that  particular  Sunday  after-  n 
noon  there  was  such  a  blending  of  voices  in  many 
parts  of  the  world  uniting  in  singing  the  same 
hymn,  the  like  of  which  had  never  occurred  before. 
It  was  quite  evident  that  here  was  an  idea  which 
might  be  turned  to  excellent  account  in  promoting 
the  unity  and  solidarity  of  the  movement. 

The  singing  of  the  hymn  simultaneously  had 
struck  the  imagination  of  such  a  large  body  of  the 
membership  that  subsequently  the  matter  was 
brought  before  the  National  Executive,  and  it  was 
decided  to  endeavour"^to  make  it  general. 

Then,  on  the  top  of  this,  Mr.  L.  Clay  ton JRjjjge,  ^ 
the  honorary  organizing  secretary  of  the  National 
Council,  who  has  been  mainly  instrumental  in  link- 
ifig  up'the  societies  in  the  country  into  county  and 
district  federations,  conceived  the  happy  idea  of 
having  a  penny  collection.  He  had  gone  carefully 
into  the  matter,  and  made  the  discovery  that  a  sub- 
scription throughout  the  whole  movement  of  a 
penny  per  member  per  annum  would  provide  ample 
funds  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  local  federa- 
tions, and  also  of  the  National  Council.  The  fact  that 
the  work  of  so  great  a  movement  can  be  conducted 
on  such  a  ridiculously  small  sum  as  a  penny  per 
member  per  annum  is  largely  owing  to  the  fact  that 
there  are  noj>aid.officer.ajKhaJteYe£j.n_the  movement. 
All  the  work  is  done  in  a  spirit  of  true  ChnstianT* 
self-sacrifice  out  of  pure  love  for  God  and  humanity. 
The  suggestion  was  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  federation  officers,  and  ultimately  before  the 
National  Council,  and  finally  adopted.    The  penny 
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is  often  spoken  of  as  the  democratic  coin,  and  it 
certainly  indicates  the  democratic  character  of  the 

_5^  Brotherhood  Movement, ToFthis  peffny  cuiiLiibuteCr^ 
by "  all  the  members~noF  only  provides  sufficient 
funds  for  carrying  on  the  ordinary  work  of  the 
federations  and  National  Council,  but  enables  the 
treasurer  to  pay  out  to  the  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive their  travelling  expenses  whenever  they  are 
called  upon  to  attend  an  Executive  meeting.  By  this 
means  the  National  Council  becomes  as  representa- 
tive in  character  as  possible.  No  man  is  debarred 
from  being  a  member  of  the  National  Executive 
because  he  cannot  afiford  to  attend  its  meetings,  and 
thus  the  highest  positions  of  this  great  movement 
are  freely  open  to  the  most  worthy  men,  irrespective 
of  the  length  of  their  purse  or  their  social  position. 
As  a  matter  of  diplomacy  it  was  perceived  that 
the  best  time  to  take  the  collection  is  when  the  men 
are  at  a  white  heat  of  enthusiasm,  consequently  it 
is  generally  arranged  to  sing  the  hymn  at  3.30 
precisely  Greenwich  time,  and  immediately  at  the 
close  for  the  collection  to  be  taken  up.  It  doubtless 
appears  to  be  a  pretty  sentiment  for  men  in  different 
parts  of  the  world  to  take  part  in  a  proceeding  of 
this  character,  but  then  the  world  is  largely 
governed  by  sentiment,  and  this  is  one  of  those 
little  touches  of  nature  that  prove  the  whole  world 
to  be  kin.     When   the  celebration   took  place   in 

_^_j:r7     ^MtrcTTiQltrit^as  not  only  fairly  general  through- 

out  ^GreatrBntain,  but  was  also  taken  part  in  on 

the  Continent,  in  Canada  and  the  United  States, 

in  Australia,   New  Zealand,   South  Africa,   West 

^  y    Africa,,  India  and  China,  thus  belting  the"  world 

♦  "       with  Christian  son^. 

fhe  underlying  idea  of  financing  the  movement 
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in  this  fashion  and  thus  making  it  self-supporting 
is  to  avoid  the  pitfall  into  which  so  many  organiza- 
tions have  fallen,  of  being  under  the  necessity  of 
going  cap  in  hand  to  rich  men  for  money,  thus 
sapping  the  spirit  of  independence  and  self-govern- 
ment which  are  vitally  essential  to_a  democratic, 
organization.  Another  auxiliary  source  of  revenue, 
wliich,  like  the  democratic  penny,  is  contributed 
by  the  members  themselves,  though  in  this  case 
indirectly,  is  the  income  from  The  Fellowship 
Hymn  Book.  This  publication  is' 'the  joint  "piTj"-^ 
perly  of  the  National  Rrnfherhood  Council  and  the 
Adult  School  National  Council,  the  profits  going 
to  the  respective  organizations  in  proportion  to 
their  sales.  This  Fellowship  Hymn  Book,  besides  1 1 
being  a  source  of  revenue,  has  done  niuch  to  "moutd^ 
the  character  oT~thp!  mnvpmpnf..-  The  compilers 
proceeded  on  the  lines  of  including  in  the  book 
about  a  hundred  of  the  great  standard  hymns  of  the 
-^  Church  Universal,  such  as  "  Guide  me,  O  Thou 
Great  Jehovah,"  "Rock  of  Ages,"  "Jesu,  lover  of 
my  soul,"  "Lead,  kindly  Hght."  A  similar  number 
were  to  be  of  a  popular  character  such  as  became 
general  during  the  Moody  and  Sankey  movement, 
stirring  hymns  with  a  good  swinging  chorus.  A 
third  section  is  devoted  to  hymns  expressive  of  the 
modern  trend  of  thought  among  those  who  are 
striving  for  the  realization  of  the  Kingdom  of  God 
on  earth,  who  have  grasped  the  significance  of  the 

social  as  well   a<;  fhp  spirifnal   aspect  of  the  tf^rh^ 


irig  of  Chns^and  are  seekingits  application  _tg_ 
e^^ry  pHase_oLiife.     Hence  there  afeTricluded  in 
the  book  eTgoodly  array  of  hymns  of  the  character 
of  "When  wilt  Thou  save  the  people?"  "Judge 
eternal,  throned  in  splendour,"  "England,  arise!  " 
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"King  of  the  City  splendid,"  "These  things  shall 
be:  a  loftier  race,"  "The  Carpenter  of  Galilee," 
"Sons  of  Labour  dear  to  Jesus."  Thus  there  is 
blended  in  one  book  the  loftiest  spiritual  ideas 
and  the  hopes  and  aspirations  of  modern 
-S^      Democracy.  _,_=_— ^ 

In  its  organization  the  same  spirit  permeates  the 
entire  movement.  Every  society  and  every  federa- 
tion is  strictly  autonomous.  The  individual 
member  of  a  society  is  rightly  regarded  as  the  unit, 
a  Brotherhood  being  a  body  of  men  banded 
together  for  mutual  help  and  sympathy  in  the  bonds 
of  Christian  fellowship  and  service,  meeting  to- 
gether and  working  together  all  on  an  equal  foot- 
.  ing  in  the  spirit  of  Christ's  declaration,  which  is 
JY  the  general  motto  of  the  movement :  "JDne  is  your 
1 1  Master,  even  Christ,"^nd  all  ye  areTjrothers."  No 
1 1  external  authority  exefcises  control  over  the  society. 
It  is  left  free  to  manage  its  own  affairs  and  adapt 
itself  to  meet  its  own  particular  circumstances.  It 
^  is  a  common  rule  forihe  societV-iH-^ssemble  once  a 
year  in  general  meeting,  whenan  account  of  the. 
yem^.  work  is  laid  beforeJJifijnejTibers,  the  financial 
statement  submitted,  and  the  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  elected.  The  election  takes  place  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  "one  man,  one  vote,"  and  usually  every 
officer  submits  himself  to  the  general  vote  of  the 
members.  There  are  numerous  instances  where 
the  minister  of  the  church  in  which  the  Brotherhood 
meets  is  a  man  who  is  heart  and  soul  in  sympathy 
with  the  movement;  some  of  them  are  red-hot 
enthusiasts.  They  join  in  not  as  ministers,  but  as 
men.  They  submit  themselves  for  election  every 
year,  and  it  is  invariably  the  case  that  they  are 
elected    president.     The    esteem,    the    enthusiastic 
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devotion,  the  love  the  men  display  towards  a 
minister  of  this  stamp  is  an  interesting  feature  of 
the  movement. 

A  grouping  together  of  the  societies  in  a  county 
or  district  constitutes  a  federation.  Here  again 
the  de.mncxSit'^r  priru^ple  prevails.  Representatives 
to  the  federation  are  elected  by  the  various  societies 
in  proportion  to  their  membership.  It  is  almost 
invariably  the  case  that  the  president  and  secretary 
of  a  society  are  among  those  so  elected.  In  this  way 
a  federation  meeting  generally  consists  of  the  men 
who  form  the  heart  and  brain  of  the  movement  in 
the  district.  Generally  the  federation  meets  quar- 
terly, when  the  ordinary  business  routine  is  gone 
through,  having  been  previously  considered  in 
detail  by  an  executive  committee,  and  in  the  case 
of  large  federations  by  departmental  committees. 
Then  a  conference  is  held,  when  the  topic  under 
consideration  always  has  a  bearing  on  the  render- 
ing of  efficient  service  to  existing  societies,  the 
carrying  on  of  propaganda  work  with  a  view  of 
assisting  in  the  formation  of  societies  where  there 
are  none,  and  the  furtherance  of  the  great  principles 
and  ideals  for  which  the  movement  exists.  No 
federation  interferes  with  the  local  affairs  of  any 
society,  and  only  acts  in  an  advisory  capacity. 

The  National  Council,  which  meets  annually  in 
conference,  is  composed  of  members  elected  by  the 
federations  and  societies  in  proportion  to  their 
membership.  A  new  order  of  things  comes  into 
force  at  the  1910  Conference^  which  will_have  the 
rttppt  nOhormijjhly  demnrrpjjrijT^^^  Jthejnovement 
The_NationaLExecutivgnDonsists_of  seventy  mem- 
bers  and  the^  officers.  The  officers  are  elected  by 
baltomrtheTonferences  on  previous  nomination  by 
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any  federation  or  society.  Of  the  seventy  members 
fifty-three  are  elected  directly  by  the  federations  and 
fourteen  are  elected  at  the  conference.  Thus  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  members  of  the  National  Execu- 
tive are  directly  elected  to  the  position.  The  execu- 
tive has  power  to  co-opt  not  more  than  three 
members.  No  one  is  debarred  from  serving  on  the 
executive.  Poverty  or  social  status  is  no  barrier. 
No  matter  in  what  part  of  the  country  meetings  are 
held,  the  railway  fare  of  members  attending  is  paid 
and,  when  necessary,  hospitality  offered.  The 
highest  position  in  the  whole  movement  is  open  to 
the  poorest  and  most  humble  individual. 
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"We  call  those  poets  who  are  first  to  mark 
Through  earth's  dull  mist  the  coming-  of  the  dawn, — 
Who  see  in  twilight's  gloom  the  first  pale  spark, 

While  others  only  note  that  day  is  gone ; 
For  him  the  Lord  of  Light  the  curtain  rent 
That  veils  the  firmament." 

Oliver  Wendell  Holmes. 

*'  Hoary-headed  Selfishness  has  felt 
Its  death-blow,  and  is  tottering  to  its  grave; 
A  brighter  morn  awaits  the  human  day 
When  every  transfer  of  earth's  natural  gifts 
Shall  be  a  commerce  of  good  words  and  works ; 
When  poverty  and  wealth,  the  thirst  of  fame. 
The  fear  of  infamy,  disease  and  woe, 
War  with  its  million  horrors,  and  fierce  hell 
Shall  live  but  in  the  memory  of  Time." 

Shelley. 


CHAPTER    VIII 

THE  BROTHERHOOD   MESSAGE 

"Who  is  it  speaks  of  defeat? 

I  tell  you  a  cause  like  ours 
Is  greater  than  defeat  can  know  : 

It  is  the  power  of  powers  1 
As  surely  as  the  earth  rolls  round, 

As  surely  as  the  golden  sun 
Brings  the  great  world  sea-wave, 

Must  our  cause  be  won ! 
What  is  defeat  to  us, 

Learn  what  a  skirmish  tells, 
While  the  great  Army  marches  on 

To  storm  earth's  hells!  " 

Francis  Adams. 

"The  Caesars  and  the  Alexanders  pass; 
While  he  that  drank  the  hemlock,  He  that  drank 
The  Cup  more  dread  on  Calvary's  hill,  remain 
Servants  and  Conquerors  of  the  mighty  world." 

William  Watson. 

*  We  meet  on  holy  ground  to-day.  For  the  first 
time  in  our  history  as  an  organized  body  we  meet 
in  Wales,  a  land  famous  for  its  great  preachers  and 
religious  revivals.  One  of  my  happiest  memories 
is  the  getting  possession  of  a  life  of  Christmas 
Evans  just  at  the  time  I  was  beginning  to  take  an 
intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  I  recall 
with  gratitude  the  powerful  influence  it  had  on  me 
in  those  days.  I  love  to  think  of  him  still  as  the 
son   of  a  poor  shoemaker,   whose   matchless   elo- 

*  Presidential  address  delivered  at  the   National  Confer 
ence  of  P.S.A.  Brotherhoods  and  Kindred  Societies  held 
Cardiff,  September  1909. 
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quence  drew  enormous  crowds  to  hear  him  in  all 
parts  of  Wales.  His  converts  were  counted  by 
thousands,  and  yet,  for  many  years,  his  salary  was 
but  £iT  a  year.  For  a  few  years  he  ministered  to 
a  church  here  in  Cardiff,  but  is  said  to  have 
resigned  on  the  ground  that  "the  people  were  too 
democratic."  Preceding  him  was  Griffith  Jones, 
who  followed  up  the  great  revival  of  the  early  part 
of  the  eighteenth  century  by  founding  over  three 
thousand  schools  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  "to 
teach  the  people  to  read  the  Bible  in  the  only  lan- 
guage they  could  understand."  He  was  himself  "a 
man  mighty  in  the  Scriptures,"  and  under  his 
preaching  Daniel  Rowlands  was  converted,  who 
became  one  of  the  most  eloquent  and  powerful 
preachers  in  Wales,  and  co-founder  with  Howell 
Harris  of  the  Welsh  Calvinistic  Methodist  Church. 
Who  does  not  remember  the  name  of  Mary  Jones 
the  Welsh  servant  girl,  whose  passionate  desire  to 
secure  a  copy  of  the  Scriptures  was  one  of  the 
powerful  influences  that  led  to  the  formation  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  She  saved  up 
her  coppers  for  several  years  until  she  possessed 
sufficient  to  purchase  a  Bible,  and  then  tramped 
twenty-eight  miles  to  secure  it,  only  to  find  that  she 
was  too  late,  as  every  copy  was  bespoke.  This  led 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Charles  to  plead  in  London  for 
the  founding  of  a  society  to  supply  Wales  with 
Bibles.  Another  Welsh  minister.  Rev.  Joseph 
Hughes,  asked,  "If  for  Wales,  why  not  for  the 
kingdom  ?  Why  not  for  the  world  ? "  And  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  one  of  the  most 
powerful  factors  making  for  Christian  civilization, 
came  into  being.  The  echoes  of  the  latest  revival 
have  not  yet  died  away,  and  as  we  call  to  mind  the 
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name  of  Evan  Roberts,  the  man  who  will  undertake 
nothing  unless  he  is  convinced  he  is  led  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  we  think  of  him  with  affectionate 
regard  and  esteem.  Thinking  of  Evan  Roberts 
and  what  happened  in  Wales  so  recently,  we  realize 
that  the  fire  still  burns.  As  we  trace  the  religious 
history  of  Wales  throughout  the  centuries  right 
down  to  our  own  day,  we  are  forcibly  reminded  of 
the  bush  that  Moses  saw  which  burned  with  fire 
and  was  not  consumed,  and  we  seem  to  hear  the 
words  as  we  gather  here  to-day,  "Take  off  thy 
shoes  from  off  thy  feet  for  the  place  whereon  thou 
standest  is  holy  ground." 

"all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men" 

We  have  come  here  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  among  those  we  represent  are  to  be  found  men 
and  women  of  almost  all  classes  and  almost  every 
shade  of  opinion.  In  this  Brotherhood  Movement 
are  to  be  found  colliers  and  costermongers,  gas- 
workers  and  general  labourers,  scavengers  and 
chimney-sweeps,  dockers  and  navvies,  and  others 
of  the  worst  paid  but  most  honourable  callings. 
Here,  we  may  say  in  the  words  of  Tennyson, 

"Plowmen,  shepherds,  have  I  found,  and  more  than  once, 
and  still  could  find 
Sons  of  God,  and  Kings  of  men  in  utter  nobleness  of  mind." 

There  are  doctors  and  lawyers,  school-masters  and 
university  professors,  teachers  and  preachers, 
clerks  and  tradesmen,  authors  and  journalists ;  men 
whose  supreme  joy  in  life  is  to  devote  their  God- 
given  talents  and  abilities  to  the  service  of  their 
fellow-men. 

We  have  amongst  us  representatives  of  various 
public  bodies,    town   and  county   councillors  and 


158  BROTHERHOOD  AND  DEMOCRACY 

aldermen,  members  of  urban  district  and  parish 
councils,  members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
we  are  hoping,  some  day,  to  capture  the  House  of 
Lords,  if  it  doesn't  expire  before  we  get  there.  At 
any  rate  we  have  visions  of  a  time  for  which  we  are 
striving  when  all  the  members  of  every  public  body 
throughout  the  land  will  be  persons  with  no  axe  of 
their  own  to  grind;  men  and  women  who  are  not 
on  the  make,  but  animated  with  the  self-sacrificing 
spirit  of  Christ,  devoting  themselves  to  the  service 
of  God  and  Humanity. 

Almost  every  phase  of  religious  thought  is  repre- 
sented. We  have  broken  down  the  denominational 
barriers  that  have  separated  good  men  from  each 
other,  and  here,  in  one  fold^are  tQ-b«-f<?"nd  me"  '^f ,, 
all  denominations.  We  !^ve  Methodists  of  all 
classes,  W'esleyan  Methodists,  Primitive  Method- 
ists, United  Methodists  and  Independent  Method- 
ists; Presbyterians  of  all  sorts  are  with  us,  includ- 
ing those  of  the  Established  Church  and  the  United 
Free  Church.  There  are  Baptists  and  Congrega- 
tionalists,  Quakers  and  Plymouth  Brethren,  a 
sprinkling  of  Anglicans,  with,  here  and  there,  one 
who  has  been  reared  in  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church.  The  reverent  Agnostic  is  not  outside  the 
pale,  for  in  the  true  spirit  of  our  movement  we 
have  thought  of  him  as  Carlyle  reasoned  concern- 
ing Voltaire, 

"If  he  be  a  seeker  after  truth  is  he  not  our  brother  and  to 
be  pitied? 
And  if  he  be  not  a  seeker  after  truth,  is  he  not  our  brother 
still,  and  to  be  pitied  the  more?" 

We  are  a  united  body.  Every  Sunday  you  may 
picture  us  in  a  gigantic  procession,  over  half-a- 
million  strong  in   Great  Britain  alone,   marching 
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together  step  by  step  and  shoulder  to  shoulder  to 
our  Rrofh'^*'^'^'^^  rnegHng<;  There  is  a  unity  of 
purpose  that  binds  us' aft  together.  We  derive  our 
inspiration  from  the  same  source.  We  all  strive 
after  the  same  ideal.  What  is  it  that  has  brought 
about  this  unity  of  heart  and  purpose  ? 

"  In  the  beauty  of  the  lilies  Christ  was  born  across  the  sea, 
With  a  glory  in  His  bosom  that  transfigures  you  and  me, 
As  He  died  to  make  men  holy,  we  now  live  to  make  men 
free, 
Our  God  is  marching  on." 

Where  do  we  stand  to-day?  It  is  now  four 
years  since  the  National  Council  \yas  formed  at  a 
memorable  Conference  held  ifeit  J^irmi"g^'*rP.  The 
good  ship  was  launched  in  fear  and  trembling,  but 
not  without  hope  and  faith.  When  our  first  pilot 
stepped  on  board  our  hearts  beat  high  with  hope, 
for  everybody  had  confidence  in  F.  B.  Meyer.  His 
marvellous  blend  of  humour  and  patFos  together 
with  his  skilful  diplomacy  were  of  inestimable 
service  to  the  movement  during  the  two  years  he 
was  at  the  head,  and  we  made  excellent  progress. 
When  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Wakexley  took  the  helm  he*' 
proved  a  worthy  successor.  As  founder  and  presi- 
dent of  one  of  the  largest  Brotherhoods  in  the  world 
with  a  membership  of  two  thousand  five  hundred, 
he  was  no  novice  at  the  business,  and  his  geniality 
and  good  humour,  his  robust  common  sense  and 
his  faith  in  the  movement  have  been  to  us  an 
inspiration.  During  these  three  years  the  move- 
ment has  made 

MARVELLOUS   PROGRESS 

The  London^jgderation  has  increased  at  the  rate  of 
a  new  society  every  week.    InC^cQtla^LS^e  g''"wf h  _ 
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has  been  equally  phenomenal.    In  Edinburgh,  Glas- 
gow; StifTing,""  Hawick,  Lereh,  and  in  most  of  the 
towns   in   the   lowlands   new   societies   have   been 
started  which   in  a  few  months  have   risen   to  a 
membership  of  several  hundreds,  and  in  some  cases 
exceeding  a  thousand.     It  has  been  like  a  religious 
^  revival  of  such  a  character  as  to  justify  Professor 
George  Adam  Smith's  remark  that,  "Nothing  has 
been  seen  like  it  since  thejielaibnatinn.!l  T^attgily 
we  "have   seen   a   remarkable   development  of   the 
^  Sisterhood  side  of  the  movement.      Meetings  for 
women  only  held  chiefly  on  a  week  evening,  con- 
ducted and  managed  by  the  women  themselves  are 
springing  up  in  number  and  in  size  that  is  simply 
astounding.     The  work  of  linking  up  the  societies 
into  county  and  district  federations  has  proceeded 
apace,  and  now  there  is  not  a  society  in  the  country 
that   cannot   by    affiliation    to    a    local    federation 
become    automatically    an    organic    part    of    the 
National    Council.     The    movement^  hag    sprpaH 
abxoad,     France  and  Belgium  hay£__h£eii_im:aded 
by  Brotherhood  enthusiasts,  and  already  the  move- 
ment IS  taking  root  in  thosg  countries.     Members 
of  our  societies  who  have  emigrated^  "have  set  the 
movement  going  in  the  land  of  their  adoption,  and 
now    there    are    numerous    societies    in    Canada, 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  the  United  States,  South 
Africa,  <3^e§lAfnca^nd  other  distant  lands^_  We 
-^  are  rap\d^r  hpUingl^e-ffiQrldjiaJth  the  aciiLiiinjiil  of 
(fTTnutercnl  hroth^jmo^^nd  sjpeeding  the  timejvhen 

"The  war  drum  shall  throb  no  longer^  and  the  battle  flag  be 
furled 
In  the  Parliament  of  man,  the  Federation  of  the  world." 

During  the  three  years  that  Mr.  Meyer  and  Mr. 
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Wakerley  have  led  us  we  have  safely  passed 
through 

THE  CRITICAL   STAGES 

that  invariably  beset  all  good  movements.  We 
have  had  to  face  the  three  elements  of  misunder- 
standing, misrepresentation  and  opposition,  and 
we  have,  to  a  large  extent,  lived  them  down. 
The  taunt  was  hurled  at  us  that  our  Sunday 
afternoon  meetings  were  simply  entertainment^, 
and  that  we  only  got  our  large ''numbers  of  men 
together  because  they  came  to  be  amused.  Our 
answer  was,  "Come  and  see."  It  often  hap- 
pened, in  quite  a  literal  sense,  that  "Those  who 
came  to  scoff,  remained  to  pray."  The  charge  of 
being  political  rather  than  religious  was  made ;  the 
charge  coming,  I  fear,  from  persons  knowing  little 
of  either  religion  or  politics. 

Our  celebrated  Sheffield  resolution  requesting 
our  societies  not  to  allow  any  candidate  for  Parlia- 
ment or  for  any  local  administrative  authority  to 
appear  on  a  Brotherhood  platform  within  a  fort- 
night of  an  election,  has  been  loyally  observed. 
The  principle  of  steering  clear  of  party  political 
complications  was  well  illustrated  the  other  day, 
when  a  large  federation  was  requested  to  appoint 
a  speaker  at  a  demonstration  convened  by  one  of 
the  political  parties  of  the  state.  The  federation 
whilst  enthusiastic  in  favour  of  the  objects  of  the 
demonstration,  passed  a  resolution  unanimously 
declining  to  appoint  a  speaker  on  the  ground  that 
the  meeting  was  under  the  auspices  of  a  political 
party.  Our  concern  is  to  make  good  citizens,  and 
get  men  to  look  upon  the  use  of  their  vote  as  a 
religious  act,  and  quite  irrespective  of  the  conveni- 
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ence  of  political  parties  not  only  to  pray  for  the 
coming  of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  but  to  work  and 
vote  for  its  realization.  Then  again,  we  have  been 
charged  with  being  hostile  to  the  Churches.  "This 
was  the  most  unkindest  cut  of  all."  Most  of  our 
meetings  are  held  in  places  of  worship,  many  of 
the  handsomest  churches  in  the  land  have  been 
thrown  freely  open  to  us,  and  to-day  nearly  two 
thousand  places  of  worship,  of  various  denomina- 
tions, are  placed  freely  at  our  disposal.  Instead  of 
being  enemies  to  the  Churches  we  can  conscienti- 
ously adapt  the  words  of  John  Wesley  and  say, 
"  We  are  the  friends  of  all  and  the  enemies  of  none." 
Having  safely  passed  through  the  period  of 
misunderstanding  and  misrepresentation, 

WHAT   IS   OUR   POSITION  TO-DAY? 

Is  there  any  great  danger  confronting  us  now? 
There  are  people  inside  the  movement  and  others 
who  are  looking  on  from  the  outside  who  fear 
we  are  face  to  face  with  a  greater  danger  still. 
They  seem  to  discern  a  tendency  for  the  move- 
ment to  split  up  into  two  distinct  sections 
that  may  ultimately  develop  into  two  rival  and 
hostile  camps.  There  is  something  to  be  said  for 
this  view.  It  is  a  phase  in  our  history  that  is 
going  to  be  the  great  test  of  our  strength  and 
durability.  It  may  severely  try  our  faith,  faith  in 
the  mission  to  which  we  believe  we  have  been 
called,  and  faith  in  ourselves  as  to  our  ability  and 
fitness  for  the  work.  At  the  same  time  it  is  afford- 
ing us  a  golden  opportunity  which,  if  we  boldly 
seize  and  turn  to  the  best  advantage,  will  lead  us 
on  to  greater  victories  than  we  have  ever  dreamed 
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of,  making  our  Brotherhood  Movement  a  great 
and  important  factor  among  those  forces  that  are 
creating  a  Democracy  permeated  with  the  life  and 
spirit  of  Christianity. 

Now  what  is  the  real  position  ?  We  have  in  our 
ranks  what  on  the  surface  appear  to  be  two  distinct 
schools  of  religious  thought.  It  is  quite  a  common 
thing  for  secretaries  of  societies  in  different  parts 
of  the  country  in  communicating  with  a  speaker 
concerning  the  subject  matter  of  his  address,  to  be 
very  emphatic  in  reminding  him  that  their  meet- 
ings are  of  a  distinctly  religious  type,  that  they  are 
accustomed  to  addresses  of  an  evangelical  char- 
acter, and  the  hope  is  expressed  that  he  will  give 
them  nothing  But  the  old  Gospel.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  are  secretaries,  equally  numerous,  writ- 
ing from  all  parts  of  the  country,  who  will  be  as 
earnest  in  their  request  for  an  address  on  some 
social  question  which  they  are  anxious  to  have 
dealt  with  from  the  standpoint  of  Christian  teach- 
ing. The  Divine  solution  of  social  problems  is  the 
phase  of  thought  in  which  they  declare  their  men 
are  most  keenly  interested.  Thus  we  have  in  our 
midst  a  large  body  of  men  who  regard  their 
supreme  mission  to  be  the  proclamation  of  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  for  the  salvation  and  redemp- 
tion of  the  individual  as  the  one  great  purpose  for 
which  the  society  exists.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
is  a  body  of  men  who  are  appalled  at  the  social 
problems  that  confront  us  to-day  in  the  wretched- 
ness, cruelty,  oppression,  misery  and  wrong  that 
abound.  They  feel  that  things  are  not  in  harmony 
with  the  Divine  will ;  they  have  a  vision  of  a 
brighter  and  better  day,  a  golden  age,  or  as  one  of 
the  early  apostles  described  it,  "A  reconstitution  of 
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all  things,"  and  they  conceive  their  mission  to  be 
to  strive  for  its  speedy  realization  so  that  every  man 
shall  at  least  have  the  opportunity  of  living  the  life 
God  intended  him  to  live.  The  question  that  faces 
us  to-day  is  this  :  Are  these  two  schools  of  religious 
thought  and  purpose  separate  and  divergent,  and 
will  they  in  course  of  time  each  go  its  own  way 
splitting  our  movement  into  two  hostile  factions, 
paralyzing  it  in  its  work  of  permeating  the  Demo- 
cracy of  our  land  with  the  principles  and  ideals  of 
Jesus  Christ? 


EVANGELICAL  CHRISTIANITY  AND  SOCIAL  REFORM 

My  firm  conviction  is  that  we  have  nothing  to 
fear  in  this  respect  if  we  will  only  look  at  the  matter 
in  the  light  of  New  Testament  teaching.  Strange 
to  say,  the  position  the  Brotherhood  Movement 
occupies  in  this  matter  to-day  is  peculiarly  analo- 
gous to  that  of  the  early  Christian  Church  in  the 
first  century.  Judging  from  the  New  Testament 
records,  there  appeared  to  be  growing  up  among 
the  early  Christians  two  distinct  parties  represent- 
ing exactly  the  same  two  phases  of  religious 
thought  that  characterize  our  movement  to-day. 
The  writings  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  the  eminent 
scholar  and  theologian,  whose  miraculous  con- 
version when  on  the  way  to  Damascus  is  one  of 
the  outstanding  events  in  the  world's  history,  show 
that  his  whole  mind  and  soul  seemed  to  be  perme- 
ated with  those  Christian  ideas  which  have  become 
associated  in  our  minds  as  evangelical  truths.  The 
salvation  of  the  individual  through  faith  in  the 
atoning  sacrifice  of  Christ  appears  to  be  his  one 
all-absorbing  theme.     "This   is  a  faithful   saying 
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and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Christ  Jesus 
came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners."  "  God  forbid 
that  I  should  glory  save  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ."  The  great  doctrine  of  justification 
by  faith  which  Martin  Luther  propagated  with  so 
much  success  was  inspired  by  the  Pauline  saying, 
"Being  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  by  whom  also  we 
have  access  into  this  grace  wherein  we  stand  and 
rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God."  But  there 
was  another  school  of  religious  thought  among  the 
early  Christians,  that  represented  by  the  Apostle 
James,  and,  on  the  surface,  this  appears  to  be  in 
violent  contrast  to  the  teaching  of  Paul.  James,  let 
us  remember,  was  one  who  certainly  must  have 
been  intimately  acquainted  with  the  mind  of  Christ, 
for  he  was  his  own  brother  according  to  the  flesh. 
Yet  when  we  examine  the  teaching  of  James  we 
find  that  he  is  quite  as  much  concerned  with  social 
questions  as  with  the  spiritual  aspect  of  things. 
"  What  doth  it  profit,  my  brothers,  if  a  man  say  he 
hath  faith  and  hath  not  works,  can  faith  save 
him  ?  .  .  .  Faith  if  it  hath  not  works  is  dead." 

He  describes  a  scene  of  a  rich  man  coming  into 
the  synagogue  with  a  gold  ring  and  clad  in  goodly 
apparel,  and  also  a  poor  man  shabbily  dressed,  and 
he  says  that  if  preference  is  given  to  the  rich  man 
and  the  poor  man  is  snubbed  by  causing  him  to 
sit  in  an  obscure  place,  they  are  to  be  condemned 
for  their  unbrotherly  conduct  and  their  evil 
thoughts.  He  carries  his  idea  still  further,  even 
obtruding  his  social  teaching  in  the  realm  of 
industry,  denouncing  most  vigorously  unfair  deal- 
ings of  masters  with  their  servants.  The  holding 
back  of  wages  earned  by  workmen  instead  of  pay- 
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ing  them  promptly  is  an  evil  thing  in  the  sight  of 
God.  "Behold  the  hire  of  the  labourers  who  have 
reaped  down  your  fields,  which  is  of  you  kept  back 
by  fraud,  crieth ;  and  the  cries  of  them  which  have 
reaped  are  entered  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  the 
Sabaoth."  Thus,  apparently,  there  was  springing 
up  among  the  Christians  a  tendency  for  the  Church 
to  split  up  into  two  separate  and  rival  factions. 
How  was  the  matter  dealt  with?  There  was  one 
man  among  them  notorious  for  his  burning  zeal 
and  loyalty  to  Christ,  for  his  diplomatic  handling 
of  difficult  questions,  for  strong  common  sense  and 
a  vigorous  power  of  expression  that  drove  the  truth 
home  to  all  whom  he  reached  by  voice  or  pen.  He 
was 

A   WEATHER-BEATEN   OLD   FISHERMAN, 

and  it  appears  that  he  paid  a  visit  to  Paul  during 
his  imprisonment  at  Rome,  and  here  Peter  and 
Paul  conferred  together.  Subsequently,  Peter's 
two  letters  conveying  his  ideas  were  sent  forth  to 
the  Churches  so  that  both  the  followers  of  Paul, 
the  evangelical,  and  of  James,  the  social  reformer, 
should  understand  the  position  as  he  saw  it.  The 
manner  in  which  he  handled  the  difficult  problem 
of  uniting  and  cementing  together  these  two 
different  forces  is  one  of  the  masterpieces  of 
diplomacy. 

First  of  all  he  seems  to  direct  his  attention  to 
those  who  were  enamoured  of  the  teaching  as 
prominently  set  forth  by  Paul.  Yes  !  he  seems  to 
say,  it  is  quite  true,  as  brother  Paul  says,  that  Jesus 
Christ  died  for  the  salvation  of  the  individual,  and 
that  through  the  merits  of  His  death  and  the  power 
of   His  resurrection  we  can   with  confidence  look 
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forward  to  a  life  of  eternal  bliss  when  this  mortal 
life  is  ended.  "Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  according  to  His 
abundant  mercy  hath  begotten  us  again  unto  a 
lively  hope  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from 
the  dead  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefiled, 
and  that  fadeth  not  away."  He  reminds  them  that 
they  were  "not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things 
such  as  silver  and  gold  from  their  vain  conversa- 
tion received  by  tradition  from  the  fathers,  but 
with  the  precious  blood  of  Christ  as  of  a  lamb  with- 
out blemish  and  without  spot."     Then  with 

A  MASTER   STROKE  OF  TACT, 

whilst  reminding  them  that  they  have  obtained  like 
precious  faith  with  him  through  the  righteousness 
of  God  and  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  he  urges 
them  to  "Give  all  diligence,  adding  to  your  faith, 
virtue;  and  to  virtue,  knowledge;  and  to  know- 
ledge, temperance;  and  to  temperance,  patience; 
and  to  patience,  godliness;  and  to  godliness, 
brotherly  kindness;  and  to  brotherly  kindness, 
charity."  Without  hurting  their  feelings  in  the 
slightest  degree  he  has  led  them  to  see  that  if  they 
are  to  fulfil  God's  conception  of  them  they  must 
not  rest  content  by  simply  exercising  faith  in  what 
Christ  has  done  for  them.  They  must  add  to  their 
faith  those  qualities  of  sacrifice  and  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  others  that  will  make  for  a  redeemed 
and  perfected  humanity.  Then  turning  to  the  fol- 
lowers of  James  he  deals  quite  as  skilfully  with 
them.  Yes  I  he  seems  to  say,  you  are  quite  right ! 
It  is  not  God's  will  that  this  should  be  a  world  of 
injustice  and  oppression,  and  cruelty  and  misery. 
God  intended  this  world  to  be  a  place  of  happiness 
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and  joy  where  the  golden  rule  shall  obtain,  "What- 
soever ye  would  that  men  should  do  unto  you  do  ye 
even  so  to  them."  In  a  brilliant  piece  of  metaphor 
that  is  an  inspiration  to  those  who  have  got  a  clear 
conception  of  the  truth  he  endeavoured  to  convey, 
he  declares  that  everything  that  is  in  the  world  that 
is  contrary  to  the  Divine  will,  all  that  is  false, 
injurious  and  unjust,  shall  be  utterly  destroyed;  it 
shall  be  as  though  it  were  burnt  up  by  fire.  But 
from  the  very  fact  of  its  being  God's  intention  to 
bring  about  a  new  order  of  things  in  which  justice 
from  man  to  man  shall  be  the  dominant  character- 
istic, he  asks,  "Seeing  then  that  all  these  things 
shall  be  dissolved,  what  manner  of  persons  ought  ye 
to  be  in  holy  conversation  and  godliness?"  You 
are  quite  right,  he  seems  to  say,  "  We,  according  to 
His  promise,  look  for  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth 
wherein  dwelleth  righteousness."  "Wherefore,  be- 
loved, seeing  that  ye  look  for  such  things,  be  dili- 
gent that  ye  may  be  found  in  Him  in  peace,  with- 
out spot  and  blemish."  He  reminds  those  who  are 
striving  for  the  remedying  of  the  world's  wrongs 
that  you  cannot  have  your  heaven  upon  earth  unless 
the  hearts  of  the  men  themselves  who  are  to  live 
in  it  beat  true.  Peter's  message  is  a  skilful  and 
harmonious  blending  of  the  two  religious  ideas. 
Strive  for  the  realization  of  the  Kingdom  of  God 
on  earth,  and  at  the  same  time  work  earnestly  to 
make  men  worthy  citizens  of  the  City  of  God. 


A   REDEEMED   AND    PERFECTED    HUMANITY 

Now   let   us   look   at   the   same   question   as    it 
appeared    to   the    mind    of   another   of   the    great 
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thinkers  of  the  early  Church,  the  Apostle  John. 
In  that  marvellous  literary  composition,  the  Book 
of  Revelation,  next  to  the  Book  of  Job  one  of  the 
most  wonderful  things  ever  written  with  mortal 
pen,  we  have  a  poetic  setting  of  the  problem  and 
its  solution  that  is  of  inestimable  value  to  us  of  the 
Brotherhood  Movement  to-day.  John  sets  before  us 
two  separate  and  distinct  pictures  of  the  followers  of 
Jesus  Christ.  In  the  first  place,  he  depicts  them  as 
a  great  host  who  have  experienced  the  redeeming 
power  of  His  life  and  death.  Their  lives  have 
been  thoroughly  transformed  by  the  mighty  power 
and  influence  the  sacrifice  on  Calvary  effects  when 
its  truth  once  fairly  grips  a  man.  A  life  of  selfishness 
has  been  converted  into  a  life  of  self-sacrificing  love 
for  the  sake  of  others.  These  are  portrayed  as  ascrib- 
ing their  wonderful  transformation  to  one  supreme 
cause,  the  mighty  power  of  the  Cross.  "Unto  Him 
who  hath  loved  us  and  washed  us  from  our  sins 
in  His  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  Kings  and 
Priests  unto  God  and  His  Father,  to  Him  be  glory 
and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever."  Subsequently,  in 
a  picture  of  the  sublimest  poetic  imagery,  John 
depicts  the  same  host  of  redeemed  souls  in  another 
aspect.  In  the  first  picture  they  are  described  as 
having  conquered  self  through  the  redeeming  and 
transforming  power  of  the  Cross.  In  the  second 
picture  he  describes  the  same  people  as  conquerors 
of  the  world.  In  the  right  hand  of  Him  that  sat 
on  the  throne  was  the  book  of  the  mystery  of  life. 
That  book  contained  the  solution  to  every  problem 
that  had  ever  exercised  the  mind  of  man.  It  ex- 
plained the  mystery  of  human  life,  its  origin,  its 
meaning  and  purpose,  its  destiny;  it  answered  the 
old  world  question,   "If  a  man  die  shall  he  live 
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again  ?  "  In  it  was  the  answer  to  every  question 
that  men  in  any  age  of  the  world's  history  should 
grapple  with.  The  solution  of  the  problems  of  the 
present  day  was  to  be  found  there — the  problem  of 
poverty,  the  unemployed  problem,  the  housing 
question,  the  sweating  system,  the  drink  evil,  the 
problem  of  Sunday  labour,  the  gambling  curse,  and 
all 

THE  SOCIAL  EVILS  THAT  ARE  BLIGHTING 

and  demoralizing  society  at  the  present  time.  John 
was  heart-broken  as  he  pondered  over  the  curse  of 
misery  and  suffering  that  hung  like  a  black  pall 
over  the  human  race.  He  wept  because  no  one  on 
earth,  in  heaven,  or  under  the  earth  could  be  found 
to  open  the  book  of  the  mystery  of  life  and  reveal 
its  contents  to  the  sons  of  men.  Then  his  attention 
was  drawn  to  a  strange  personality  who  was 
described  as  "The  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,"  who 
had  succeeded  in  opening  the  book,  a  Lion  typical 
of  strength,  power  and  majesty.  When  he  looked 
to  see  this  strange  personality  he  beheld  Him  as 
"a  Lamb  that  had  been  slain";  a  Lamb  typical  of 
innocence,  purity  and  sacrifice.  All  these  char- 
acteristics John  perceives  blended  in  the  same 
person,  who  alone  could  reveal  to  men  the  one 
great  secret  by  which  all  the  problems  of  life  can 
be  solved.  Then  when  the  great  host  of  those  whom 
John  had  previously  described  as  having  been 
redeemed  by  the  power  of  the  Cross  comprehended 
the  fact  that  by  the  power  of  the  Lion  of  the  tribe 
of  Judah,  the  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world,  the  social  salvation  of  the  race  could  be 
effected,  they  sang  a  new  song,  "Thou  art  worthy 
to  take  the  book  and  to  open  the  seals  thereof,  for 
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Thou  wast  slain  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by 
Thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  nation,  and 
people  and  tongue,  and  hast  made  us  unto  our  God, 
kings  and  priests,  and  we  shall  reign  on  the  earth.'' 
Nero,  one  of  the  vilest  monsters  that  ever  dis- 
graced the  stage  of  history  is  on  the  throne;  John, 
the  Apostle,  is  a  prisoner  on  the  Isle  of  Patmos; 
the  enemies  of  Christ  are  the  ruling  powers;  His 
followers  are  persecuted,  robbed,  thrown  to  the 
lions,  lighted  as  human  torches,  treated  as  the  filth 
of  the  world  and  the  offscouring  of  all  things.  It 
seems  as  though  it  were  a  permanent  fact  in  human 
history, 

"Truth   for  ever  on   the   scaffold,   wrong   for  ever  on   the 
throne." 

But  John  says  it  is  not  to  be.  The  position  will  be 
reversed  some  day.  Those  who  are  to  reign  on  the 
earth  are  those  who  have  been  redeemed  by  the 
transforming  power  of  the  self-sacrificing  love  of 
Christ  as  manifested  on  Calvary.  Listen  to  Gerald 
Massey's  interpretation  of  the  thought — 

"Through  all  the  long  dark  night  of  years 
The  people's  cry  ascendeth, 
And  earth  is  wet  with  blood  and  tears, 
But  our  meek  sufferance  endeth. 

The  few  shall  not  for  ever  sway, 

The  many  moil  in  sorrow ; 
The  powers  of  Hell  are  strong  to-day, 

The  Christ  shall  rise  to-morrow." 

So,  the  social  salvation  of  the  world,  according  to 
John's  teaching,  is  to  be  brought  about  by  precisely 
the  same  means  as  the  salvation  of  the  individual. 
Whether  we  aim  at  the  reformation  of  the  indi- 
vidual or  the.^^'ettempt^on  of^humarirryy^the  one 
vital  and  essenttaTiactor~tn  both  cases  is  the  Cross 
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of  Christ.  I  know  some  cautious  souls  will  ask, 
does  not  this  bring  us  face  to  face  with  the  question 
of  the  Atonement?  Does  it  not  therefore  neces- 
sitate the  formulating  of  a  creed  ?  And  if  we  start 
creed-making  where  shall  we  land  ourselves  ?  It 
certainly  does  bring  us  face  to  face  with  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Atonement,  and  I  am  heartily  glad  it 
does.  I  can  hardly  conceive  of  a  more  interesting 
or  fascinating  subject.  I  like  to  ponder  the  ques- 
tion from  the  standpoint  of  any  man  who  has  given 
it  reverent  study.  The  more  the  subject  is  studied 
the  more  fascinating  it  becomes,  the  more  powerful 
is  its  influence  for  good  in  the  building  up  of  the 
spiritual  life.  The  man  has  not  been  born  yet, 
however,  who  can  tell  the  world  all  that  the  sacrifice 
of  Christ  on  Calvary  means  to  the  human  race.  I 
think  Charles  Wesley  struck  the  right  note  when 
he  taught  the  world  to  sing — 

"  'Tis  mystery  all !     The  Immortal  dies  1 
Who  can  explore  His  strange  design? 
In  vain  the  first-born  seraph  tries 

To  sound  the  depths  of  Love  Divine  1 
'Tis  mystery  all !  let  earth  adore, 
Let  angel-minds  inquire  no  more." 

We  will  not,  therefore,  stultify  ourselves  by 
limiting  our  ideas  concerning  this  great  theme  to  a 
formulated  set  of  words.  We  will  seek  to  be  per- 
meated with  its  spirit  and  go  forth  on  our  mission 
to  preach  Christ  and  Him  crucified  as  the  Saviour 
of  the  individual  and  the  Redeemer  of  the  race. 

What  a  golden  opportunity  is  ours  !  It  has  been 
estimated  that  in  our  two  thousand  and  more 
societies  we  are  now  in  vital  touch  with  about  one- 
twelfth  of  the  adult  male  population  of  Great 
Britain.  We  have  caught  the  ear  of  Democracy  as 
no   single    religious   organization    has   ever   done 
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before.  And  besides  those  in  our  ranks  there  are 
thousands  more  who  are  looking  towards  our 
Brotherhood  Movement  with  wistful  eyes,  hopefully 
wondering  if  we  shall  be  faithful  to  our  mission, 
and  be  able  to  realize  the  ideal  for  which  the 
Almighty  has  undoubtedly  called  us  into  being,  the 
realization  of  a  Christianized  Democracy.  Let  us 
go  fortli,  my  brolTiers,  with  our 

DOUBLE-BARRELLED   MESSAGE 

It  is  a  message  to  the  man  who  is  down.  No 
matter  from  what  cause,  whether  it  be  his  own  fault 
or  through  wrongs  inflicted  on  him  by  others ;  he 
may  seem  to  have  lost  all  the  hope  and  joy  of  life ; 
he  may  have  become  a  drunken,  debased,  degraded 
sot,  but  if  we  have  caught  the  meaning  and  inspira- 
tion of  the  Cross  we  shall  realize  that  Christ  died 
even  for  him,  and  we  shall  stretch  out  to  him  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship  and  brotherhood  and  help 
to  set  him  on  his  feet  again.  We  shall  strive  to 
restore  him  to  the  position  God  originally  intended 
him  to  occupy,  "  Made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels 
and  crowned  with  glory  and  honour." 

IT  IS  A  MESSAGE  TO  THE   DEMOCRACY 


When  we  remember  that  to-day  from  seventy  to 
eighty  per  cent,  of  the  voting  power,  even  with  our 
restricted  franchise,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  working 
classes,  and  that  the  awakened  Democracy  are  striv- 
ing for  a  more  just  and  rational  order  of  things 
than  that  existing,  we  realize  the  vital  importance 
of  the  character  of  the  message  we  have  to  present 
to  them.  To  us  has  been  committed  the  inestimable 
privilege  of  declaring  to  the  awakened  Democracy 
of  our  land  that  it  is  by  the  spirit  of  the  Cross  that 
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society  as  well  as  the  individual  is  to  be  redeemed. 
All  our  social  evils  have  but  one  remedy,  the 
application  of  the  great  principle  represented  by  the 
life  Christ  lived  and  the  death  He  died,  the  prin- 
ciple of  self-sacrificing  love  for  the  good  of 
humanity.  Our  working  men  to-day  are  seeking  a 
solution  of  the  unemployed  problem.  Let  us 
remind  them  that  Jesus  Christ  insisted  on  the  fact 
that  every  man  should  have  the  opportunity  of 
earning  his  living,  not  simply  as  a  privilege,  but 
as  a  divine  right.  The  prayer  for  "our  daily 
bread  "  implies  the  right  to  the  opportunity  of  earn- 
ing it.  They  are  demanding  that  the  housing 
problem  be  vigorously  dealt  with.  They  declare, 
with  truth,  that  decency,  morality  and  religion  are 
impossible  when  people  are  worse  housed  than 
cattle.  We  must  tell  them  that  Christ  taught  us 
to  work  and  pray  for  every  one  to  have  such  an 
environment  that  they  would,  at  least,  have  the 
opportunity  of  living  a  decent  life  when  He  taught 
us  to  pray,  "Lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but 
deliver  us  from  evil."  And  so  with  the  drink  evil, 
the  gambling  disease,  the  sweating  system  and  all 
the  social  evils  by  which  a  few  men  make  them- 
selves rich  at  the  expense  of  the  degradation  and 
demoralization  of  the  many.  The  message  of  the 
life  and  death  of  Christ  is  that  by  eliminating  the 
spirit  of  selfishness  and  working  out  the  redemption 
of  the  race  in  the  spirit  of  self-sacrificing  love, 
victory  alone  is  sure.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of 
the  issue  if  this  message  is  proclaimed  to  the 
Democracy  and  received  by  them.  And,  my 
brothers,  the  day  is  coming.  "  God  shall  wipe  away 
all  tears  from  their  eyes,  and  there  shall  be  no 
more  death." 
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"NO  MORE  DEATH" 

The  majority  of  people  in  the  world  are  not 
living  to-day.  They  merely  exist.  They  have 
never  realized  the  joy,  the  beauty  and  grandeur  of 
life.  This  was  what  Christ  meant  when  He  said,  *'  I 
am  come  that  ye  might  have  life,  and  that  ye  might 
have  it  more  abundantly."  We  of  the  Brotherhood 
Movement  must  proclaim  the  message  to  the  men 
of  our  day,  telling  them  that  it  is  the  Divine  will 
and  purpose  that  every  one  born  into  the  world 
should  have  every  opportunity  of  living  a  full  life 
and  developing  their  God-given  talents  to  the 
utmost,  so  that  they  may  be  utilized  for  the  good  of 
the  race.  No  surer  sign  of  the  dawn  of  the  golden 
age  is  to  be  witnessed  than  the  fact  that  the  prophets 
of  to-day  are  proclaiming  it,  and  the  people  are 
responding  to  the  message,  that  our  poets  are  sing- 
ing of  its  advent,  and  the  people  are  taking  up  the 
song.  In  our  own  ranks,  one  gifted  with  the  poetic 
instinct,  Mr.  Jeffs,  President-elect  of  the  London 
Federation,  has  given  expression  to  the  optimistic 
view  of  the  men  of  the  Brotherhood  Movement — 

"  It  is  coming,   it  is  coming,   that  great  day  of  which  we 

dream ; 
The  eastward  hills  are  flushing  with  the  dawnlight's  rosy 

gleam ; 
Light  soon  shall  chase  the  shadows  from  the  deepest  glens 

away. 
And  earth   in   golden   sunshine  smile  in   glorious   summer 

day. 

My  soul,  be  still  and  listen  to  the  carol  in  the  sky  : 
Peace  on  the  earth,  goodwill  to  men,  glory  to  God  on  high  : 
Love  beats  down  hate,  truth  falsehood,  right  is  victor  over 

wrong. 
All  notes  of  discord  die  away,  the  world  is  filled  with  song. 
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The  Holy  City  cometh  down,  its  Ruler's  name  is  love; 
No  sigh  or  cry  of  sorrow  when  His  banner  waves  above, 
The  citizens  are  brothers,  every  heart  leaps  at  His  call, 
Their  joy  to  serve  each  other,  all  for  each  and  each  for  all. 

It  is  coming,  it  is  coming  I     What  can  check  the  light's 

increase  ? 
It  shall  be  very  joy  to  live  when  He  is  Prince  of  Peace. 
It   is   coming,    it   is   coming  I     Brothers,    look,    the   day's 

begun, 
Earth  shall  be  one  great  brightness  with  its  Saviour  for  its 

Sun." 


-Brotherhood  Men  Makf.  I.onuow 

"Blossom A-i  Thf  Rose" 
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"Learn  more  reverence,  Madam,  not  for  rank  or  wealth, 
that  needs  no  learning; 
That  comes   quickly — quick   as   sin   does  I    ay,   and  often 

works  as  sin ; 
But  for  Adam's  seed,  Man!     Trust  me,  'tis  a  clay  above 

your  scorning, 
With  God's  image  stamped   upon   it,   and  God's  kindling 
breath  within." 

Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning. 
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"And  each  shall  care  for  other, 
And  each  to  each  shall  bend, 
To  the  poor  a  noble  brother, 
To  the  good  an  equal  friend." 

Emerson. 

"An  ardent  spirit  dwells  with  Christian  love. 
The  eagle's  vigour  in  the  pitying  dove; 
'Tis  not  enough  that  we  with  sorrow  sigh, 
That  we  the  pleading  wants  of  man  supply ; 
That  we  in   sympathy  with  sufferers  feel, 
Nor  hear  a  grief  without  a  wish  to  heal ; 
Not  these  suffice  to  sickness,  pain  and  woe, 
The  Christian  spirit  loves  with  aid  to  go ; 
Will  not  be  sought,  waits  not  for  want  to  plead. 
But  seeks  the  duty,  nay,  prevents  the  need ; 
Her  utmost  aid  to  every  ill  applies 
And  plans  relief  for  coming  miseries." 

George  Crabbe. 

One  is  continually  coming  across  stories  of 
romantic  and  of  pathetic  interest  in  connection  with 
the  work  of  the  Brotherhood  Movement.  Having 
come  into  personal  contact  with  the  societies  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  and  made  a  record  of  all  the 
interesting  stories  that  one  has  heard,  the  truth  of 
which  is  vouched  for  by  men  on  the  spot,  a  great 
store  of  material  has  naturally  accumulated.  A  few 
"  leaves  from  my  notebook "  are  here  given  as 
stories  from  real  life,  illustrative  of  the  various 
phases  of  work  being  done  and  the  influence  exerted 
by  this  new  factor  in  the  religious  life  of  the  nation. 
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"  Long  Live  the  Brotherhood  " 

A  letter  lies  before  me  from  a  native  of  Mersea, 
a  small  fishing  village  on  the  Essex  coast,  which  is 
a  fine  tribute  to  the  unselfish  and  sacrificing  work 
that  the  men  of  the  Brotherhood  are  carrying  on.  It 
relates  to  the  opening  of  a  new  Brotherhood  recently 
started  in  the  village,  and  the  magnificent  help 
rendered  by  the  men  associated  with  the  great 
Brotherhood  in  the  city  of  Colchester.  The  writer 
says — 

"Many  of  those  present  won't  easily  forget  the 
first  day  of  the  Mersea  Brotherhood.  Your  Col- 
chester brothers  are  really  splendid  chaps.  We  were 
favoured  with  about  a  hundred  of  the  men — fine 
examples  of  the  movement,  all  separate,  all  sorts, 
labourers,  artisans,  assistants,  tradesmen  and 
others,  Churchmen,  Nonconformists,  non-church- 
goers. Yet  all  as  one,  one  in  aim  and  one  in  spirit. 
Several  of  the  men  walked  from  Colchester — nine 
miles  of  a  tramp,  eighteen  miles  there  and  back — 
others  rode,  many,  no  doubt,  at  some  sacrifice,  but 
yet  all  enthusiastic  to  help  on  the  Brotherhood 
Movement,  and  to  help  on  specially  our  new  enter- 
prise. It  did  one's  heart  good  to  hear  the  men 
sing,  and  to  see  their  attentive  faces  during  the 
solos  and  address.  The  president  was  one  with  the 
rank-and-file,  and  truly  they  showed  us  natives  a 
fine  example  of  a  united  brotherly  spirit.  And 
why,  sir,  shouldn't  we  all  have  an  interest  in  each 
other,  break  down  all  party  feeling,  and  be  all 
united  in  Mersea  for  the  uplifting  of  our  fellow 
man  ?  We  know  no  creed  at  our  meetings,  simply 
a  simple  Gospel,  so  that  churchmen  will  be  wel- 
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come.  We  know  no  political  party,  so  that  all 
parties  are  welcome,  but  we  are  organized  to  fight 
the  forces  of  evil  wherever  they  are  to  be  found. 
Therefore  we  wage  a  warfare  against  the  liquor 
traffic,  gambling  and  every  form  of  evil  which 
makes  against  the  moral  and  spiritual  welfare  of  our 
people.  Brothers  Potter  and  Burleigh,  the  ener- 
getic Colchester  secretary  and  president,  made  a 
splendid  chairman  and  speaker  respectively.  Truly 
their  whole  heart  is  in  it.  A  splendid  meeting 
resulted,  and  may  it  be  only  a  small  beginning  of 
many  better  ones.  Strife  is  dead !  Long  live  the 
Brotherhood  !  " 


The  Brotherhood  President  who  had  given 
HIM  "Six  Months  Hard" 

The  president  of  a  Brotherhood  which  was  re- 
cently formed  in  one  of  the  towns  in  the  south  of 
England  happens  to  be  an  alderman  and  ex-mayor 
of  the  borough.  In  his  capacity  as  magistrate  he 
is  constantly  being  brought  into  contact  with  the 
worst  of  characters,  and  it  is  often  his  painful  duty 
to  sentence  offenders  to  various  terms  of  imprison- 
ment. One  Sunday,  whilst  conducting  the  Brother- 
hood, a  man  crept  stealthily  into  the  meeting  who 
had  been  in  prison  several  times,  and  who  had  been 
sentenced  to  six  months'  imprisonment  by  the 
president  himself.  The  man  was  astounded  to  find 
in  the  conductor  of  this  religious  meeting  the  same 
person  whom  he  had  met  face  to  face  when  in  the 
dock.  His  astonishment  was  greater  still  when  not 
only  the  "Welcome"  members  of  the  society,  but 
even   the   president   himself,    gave   him    the   right 
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hand  of  fellowship.  The  outcome  of  this  recep- 
tion, together  with  the  gracious  influences  of  the 
meeting  into  which  he  had  strayed,  was  the  begin- 
ning of  a  turning-point  in  his  life.  He  was  induced 
to  throw  in  his  lot  with  the  Brotherhood,  and  to-day 
he  is  one  of  its  earnest  and  loyal  members.  Surely 
this  is  the  way  in  which  the  Master  Himself  would 
have  dealt  with  the  criminal  classes,  for  did  He  not 
himself  put  on  record  that  one  of  the  tests  of  a 
Christian  life  shall  be  the  principle  embodied  in 
His  saying,  "I  was  in  prison  and  ye  came  unto 
me "  ?  The  incident  throws  an  interesting  side- 
light on  the  good  Christian  work  that  is  often  being 
done  quietly  and  unostentatiously. 


"You  Hit  Me  This  Afternoon" 

Among  the  crowd  of  men  attending  a  Brother- 
hood meeting  one  Sunday  afternoon  was  one  who 
had  come  straight  out  of  the  public-house.  He  was 
not  exactly  drunk,  but  he  had  taken  sufficient  to 
make  him  disagreeable.  He  was  escorted  to  a  seat 
in  one  of  the  pews  after  having  had  a  brotherly 
grasp  of  the  hand,  and  a  hymn-book  was  placed 
before  him.  Two  members  of  the  Brotherhood  sat 
by  his  side  in  case  of  any  outbreak.  The  speaker, 
during  his  address,  made  one  or  two  references  to 
intemperance,  and  the  folly  and  wickedness  of 
drinking.  The  shaft  evidently  went  home,  for  the 
man  turned  up  at  a  church  where  the  speaker  was 
preaching  in  the  evening,  and  coming  into  the 
minister's  vestry  at  the  close  of  the  service,  said  he 
wanted  to  sign  the  temperance  pledge.  He  wasn't 
going  to  make  a  fool  of  himself  any  longer.    "You 
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hit  me  this  afternoon,"  he  said,  "and  by  God's  help 
I'll  never  touch  another  drop  as  long  as  I  live." 


"We'd  Better  Chuck  It,  Bill!" 

During  the  great  campaign  in  favour  of  the 
Licensing  Bill,  an  address  was  announced  at  one 
of  the  London  Brotherhoods  to  be  given  by  a 
speaker  in  support  of  the  Bill,  not  as  a  political 
measure,  but  as  an  Act  of  moral  and  social  justice, 
and  tending  to  promote  the  well-being  of  the 
people.  Several  members  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police  Force  are  members  of  this  particular  Brother- 
hood, and  invariably  attend — of  course,  in  plain 
clothes — whenever  they  are  off  duty.  Some  five  or 
six  of  them  were  present  on  this  particular  occasion. 
A  gang  of  public-house  roughs  turned  up  at  the 
meeting.  It  is  believed  they  were  hired  specially 
by  the  public-house  interest  to  create  a  disturbance. 
Just  before  the  meeting  commenced,  one  of  them 
was  observed  drawing  the  attention  of  his  "pals" 
to  the  place  where  the  plain-clothes  policemen  were 
sitting,  and  said,  "We'd  better  chuck  it,  Bill! 
Look  who  they've  got  here."  During  the  singing 
of  the  opening  hymn  the  roughs  all  filed  out  of  the 
place,  and  the  meeting  went  on  without  interrup- 
tion. 

How  THE  Drunken  Carter  was  Won 

A  carter,  whose  home  was  made  miserable  by  his 
drinking  habits,  was  visited  and  invited  to  the 
Brotherhood  meeting.  He  refused  to  come.  "Then 
I'll  call  for  you  at  2.15  next  Sunday."  "I  shall  be 
at  the  pub."    "Then  I'll  come  and  fetch  you."    The 


i88  BROTHERHOOD  AND  DEMOCRACY 

visitor  was  true  to  his  word.  He  found  the  carter 
in  the  public-house  with  half-a-pint  before  him, 
"You  see,  I've  come  for  you."  "But  I'm  not  com- 
ing! "  "Then,  if  you're  not  coming,  I'm  not 
going,"  said  the  visitor,  sitting  down  by  his  side. 
The  carter  was  taken  by  surprise.  He  reflected  for 
a  moment,  and  then  said,  "Well,  mates,  we  can't 
have  this  fellow  here,  can  we  ?  So  I  suppose  I  must 
go  with  him."  And  he  went.  "  What  do  you  think 
of  it,  Tom  ?  "  asked  the  visitor  at  the  close,  as  Tom 
went  out  with  wet  eyes.  "Oh,  it's  too  much  for 
me.  I  wish  it  was  every  night."  That  man  has 
given  up  the  drink,  and  has  been  the  means  of 
bringing  eleven  other  men  to  the  meeting.  This 
incident  is  not  exceptional,  but  typical. 


A  Brotherhood  Shave 

One  of  the  members  of  a  society  in  London, 
where  the  true  spirit  of  Christian  Brotherhood  is 
clearly  understood  by  the  men,  and  constantly  put 
into  practice,  had  passed  through  a  serious  illness. 
When  he  was  sufficiently  recovered  so  as  to  be  able 
to  sit  up  in  bed,  a  fellow  member,  a  barber  by  pro- 
fession, turned  up  one  morning  with  his  scissors 
and  shaving  tackle,  trimmed  his  hair  and  shaved 
him,  just  to  make  him  feel  comfortable.  The  sick 
brother  declared  that  this  kindly  and  thoughtful  act 
made  such  an  impression  on  him  that  he  believed 
it  did  him  far  more  good  than  the  doctor's  medicine. 

The  Buttonholer's  Trophy 

Among  the  many  interesting  incidents  that  have 
already  occurred  in  connection  with  the  experiences 
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of  the  Liverpool  Federation  Buttonhole  Brigade  is 
that  concerning  a  rough-looking  fellow  who  was 
accosted  one  Sunday  afternoon  in  a  public-house. 
It  afterwards  transpired  that  he  was  out  on  bail 
as  the  result  of  a  drunken  fracas  on  the  Saturday 
night  before.  He  was  attracted  by  the  band  lead- 
ing the  procession,  and  by  the  word  of  invitation 
given  by  a  Buttonholer  to  follow  on  to  the  meeting. 
As  he  left  the  public-house  in  response  to  the  invita- 
tion he  remarked  to  his  mates  that  he  had  had 
enough  of  the  old  Hfe,  and  was  going  to  "chuck  it." 
At  the  close  of  the  meeting  he  stopped  to  sign  the 
temperance  pledge.  He  returned  to  the  Sunday 
evening  service  at  the  church  where  the  Brother- 
hood meeting  was  held,  and  he  there  gave  his  heart 
to  God.  Despite  the  kind  offers  of  help  from 
friends  on  his  behalf,  he  elected  to  serve  his  term  of 
a  week's  imprisonment,  to  which  he  was  sentenced 
on  the  following  day,  saying  that  he  had  sinned, 
and  ought  to  suffer  imprisonment.  On  the  com- 
pletion of  his  sentence,  he  was  met  at  the  prison 
gate  by  one  of  the  Buttonholers,  who  took  him 
home  to  breakfast.  Every  ^Sunday  he  is  now  to  be 
found  in  his  place  at  the  Brotherhood,  and  at 
church. 


The  Finest  Brotherhood  in  the  Country 

The  marvellous  hold  the  Brotherhood  has  on  the 
men  who  attend  regularly  and  enter  thoroughly  into 
its  spirit  is  well  illustrated  by  a  story  the  National 
President  tells  of  a  recent  experience.  One  Sunday 
afternoon  he  had  been  addressing  the  great  East 
Ham  Brotherhood,  founded  by  the  Rev.  J.  E. 
Wakerley,  which  now  can  boast  of  a  membership  of 
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over  two  thousand  six  hundred.  During  a  con- 
versation after  the  meeting,  one  of  the  members 
grew  quite  enthusiastic  about  the  character  of  the 
Brotherhood.  He  spoke  of  the  great  hall,  which 
seats  over  two  thousand,  being  packed  with  men 
every  Sunday  afternoon.  He  dilated  on  the  superb 
orchestra  of  over  thirty  performers,  which  was 
undoubtedly  a  band  that  would  do  itself  credit  if 
playing  at  a  high-class  concert.  He  spoke  of  the 
loyalty  and  enthusiasm  of  the  members,  and  above 
all  of  the  geniality  and  brotherly  comradeship  of  the 
president.  "I  tell  you,"  he  added  at  the  finish, 
"ours  is  the  finest  Brotherhood  in  the  country." 
On  the  following  evening  the  National  President 
was  paying  a  visit  to  a  small  society  in  an  obscure 
Essex  village.  Some  of  the  members  of  this 
Brotherhood  had  been  subject  to  persecution,  and  in 
at  least  one  case  a  member  had  been  discharged 
from  his  employment,  simply  on  account  of  join- 
ing the  Brotherhood.  He  went  down  to  put  heart 
into  these  country  comrades,  and  to  let  them 
know  that  they  would  not  be  left  alone  in  their 
struggle  for  freedom  and  liberty  of  conscience.  He 
was  met  at  the  station  by  one  of  the  members,  a 
farm  labourer,  and  entering  into  conversation  with 
him,  he  asked,  "What  kind  of  a  Brotherhood  have 
you  got?"  "Well,"  he  replied,  "we're  going 
strong;  we  have  thirty-five  members,  and,  taking 
everything  into  consideration,  it's  the  finest 
Brotherhood  in  England,  bar  none." 

How  TO  Deal  with  the  Bailiffs 

A  member  of  one  of  the  Brotherhoods  in  the 
provinces,  owing  to  lack  of  employment  for  a  long 
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period,  had  got  into  very  necessitous  circumstances. 
He  had  bravely  kept  his  head  above  water  as  long 
as  he  could,  but  at  last  the  evil  day  he  had  dreaded 
so  long  came  round.  He  was  sadly  in  arrears  with 
his  rent,  and  the  bailiffs  were  put  in.  His  trouble 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  secretary  of  the 
Brotherhood,  who  immediately  took  the  matter  in 
hand.  The  bailiffs  were  speedily  paid  out,  much  to 
the  surprise  of  the  head  bailiff,  who  became  inter- 
ested, wanted  to  know  more  about  the  Brotherhood 
and  its  work,  and  was  so  delighted  when  he  got  a 
clear  idea  of  all  that  it  stands  for,  that  he  himself 
turned  up  at  the  meeting  on  the  following  Sunday, 
and  was  promptly  installed  as  a  member. 


A  Human  Document 

This  letter,  which  is  copied  with  all  its  errors  in 
spelling  and  grammar,  was  received  by  the  secre- 
tary of  a  Brotherhood  in  the  north  of  England  from 
the  wife  of  one  of  the  members.  It  is  a  human 
document  which  tells  its  own  story. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Hale,  I  hear  that  you  sometimes  get 
downhearted,  you  have  no  need  For  Great  will  be 
your  Reward  in  Heaven,  and  as  A  wife  of  one  of 
the  members  of  your  Grand  P.S.A.  I  must  speak, 
too  bashful  to  come  to  you  myself  I  now  try  to 
write  to  you  and  thank  you  with  all  my  heart 
because  I  have  let  Jesus  into  that  poor  heart  of  mine 
I  have  prayed  years  that  my  husband  would  go 
somewhere  to  hear  the  Gospel  preached  and  Christ 
uplifted  and  then  one  of  Brothers  got  him  going  to 
the  P.S.A.  and  nothing  will  keep  him  away  and 
to  crown  all  we  go  to  Church  together  which  we 
had  not  done  for  years  I  went  alone  We  attend 
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the  Presbyteerian  Church  My  husband  as  always 
been  a  good  and  steady  but  he  far  better  man  now 
in  every  way  and  I  quiet  convinced  its  Mr.  Hales 
P.S.A.  I  know  he  not  only  one  their  goodly 
number  better  men  through  it  So  you  little  think 
Mr.  Hale  of  the  Homes  and  men  lives  you  are 
brightening  and  Wommens  heart  you  are  making 
happier  Work  on.  I  will  give  no  names  some  day 
I  will  speak  I  hope  you  and  Mrs.  Hale  will  be  able 
to  read  this  letter  because  I  have  been  ill  this  week, 
and  he  is  away  at  his  own  home  seeing  his  dear  old 
Father  Mother  who  are  old  and  very  ill  so  if  you 
gess  our  names  don't  mention  the  name  from  the 
Platform  so  he  will  not  at  the  S.P.A.  Sunday. 

Brotherhood  Trophies 

The  story  was  told  at  a  great  Conference  of  repre- 
sentatives of  Brotherhoods  and  kindred  societies 
from  all  parts  of  Great  Britain.  It  was  a  meeting 
that  had  been  wrought  up  to  a  pitch  of  great  excite- 
ment and  enthusiasm  by  addresses  of  a  most  power- 
ful character  delivered  by  some  of  the  leading  men 
in  the  movement.  The  great  church  in  which  the 
meeting  was  held  was  crowded  to  its  utmost  capa- 
city. Every  one  felt  that  the  gathering  marked  a 
red  letter  day  in  the  history  of  the  movement,  and 
that  the  highest  point  of  interest  had  been  reached. 
The  best,  however,  was  yet  to  come.  A  quiet, 
modest-looking  man  emerged  from  the  body  of  the 
vast  audience,  and  made  his  way  to  the  platform  ;  he 
had  been  requested  by  friends  to  give  his  personal 
testimony.  It  needed  a  brave  spirit,  a  courageous 
soul,  to  get  up  before  that  vast  audience  and  tell 
the  story  he  had  to  relate,  but  he  thought  not  of 
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himself,  but  of  others  who  might  be  encouraged  by 
its  being  told.  It  was  a  story  of  personal  testimony 
as  to  what  the  Brotherhood  movement  had  done  for 
him.  He  frankly  acknowledged  to  the  meeting  that 
as  a  young  man  he  had  taken  the  wrong  path  in 
life;  drink  had  dragged  him  down  until  he  seemed 
to  be  on  the  very  verge  of  losing  his  manhood.  He 
was  a  nuisance  and  a  disgrace  to  all  who  were  con- 
nected with  him.  The  drink  evil  had  bound  him 
fast  in  its  galling  fetters,  and  he  was  looked  upon 
by  all  who  knew  him  as  a  hopeless  drunkard.  It 
was  at  this  point  in  his  life's  history  that  he  was 
literally  picked  up  by  some  comrades  associated 
with  the  Brotherhood  in  the  town  in  which  he  lived. 
They  urged  him  to  give  up  the  drink.  They  told 
him  of  men  who  had  been  in  the  grip  of  the  drink 
demon  like  himself,  who  by  God's  grace  had  been 
enabled  to  shake  themselves  free.  They  promised 
him  that  they  would  stand  by  him  and  help  him. 
Their  cheery  and  brotherly  words  kindled  a  spark 
of  hope  in  his  bosom.  He  became  convinced  that 
it  was  quite  possible  for  him  to  come  to  grips  with 
his  enemy,  and  by  God's  help  come  to  be  more  than 
conqueror.  They  stood  by  him.  Night  after  night, 
one  or  more  of  these  brothers  were  in  his  company, 
encouraging  him,  and  literally  nursing  him  back  to 
manhood.  At  last  the  victory  was  won.  The  drink 
demon  lay  vanquished  at  his  feet.  Then  the  power 
of  the  Gospel  made  itself  felt,  and  through  the 
strength  of  Christ  he  was  brought  into  the  glorious 
liberty  of  the  children  of  God.  Men  and  women 
wept  for  very  joy  as  they  heard  the  story,  so  simply 
and  yet  pathetically  told.  Since  then  he  has  been 
an  ardent  worker  in  the  cause  of  Christ,  particularly 
in  the  Brotherhood  Movement. 
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The  Brotherhood  Movement  at  its  Best 

I  have  been  frequently  asked  of  late  by  persons 
who  are  interested  in  the  progress  and  development 
of  the  Brotherhood  Movement,  though  not  actively 
engaged  in  it,  but  who  recognize  in  it  a  remarkable 
phase  of  the  religious  life  of  our  times,  as  to  where 
it  is  to  be  seen  at  its  best.  The  answer  I  usually 
give  to  such  an  inquiry  is  one  that  is  least  ex- 
pected. Generally,  there  is  in  the  mind  of  the  in- 
quirer a  vision  of  some  great  meeting  where  men 
congregate  in  their  hundreds,  or  even  thousands, 
Sunday  after  Sunday.  They  expect  me  to  refer 
them  to  societies  like  the  East  Ham  Brotherhood, 
the  Ilford  Men's  Meeting,  the  Bradford  Easlbrook 
Brotherhood,  and  others  with  a  membership  exceed- 
ing four  figures,  or  they  think  of  a  large  united 
federation,  with  its  societies  linked  up  together  in 
one  organic  body,  doing  a  magnificent  work  in  its 
locality,  and  nobly  impressing  the  religious  and 
social  life  of  the  district.  They  think  of  the  London 
Federation,  which  has  united  in  one  organic  body 
nearly  three  hundred  societies,  which  is  increasing  at 
the  rate  of  a  new  society  every  week,  and,  owing  to 
the  magnitude  of  its  operations  and  the  multifarious 
character  of  its  activities,  has  been  compelled  to  sub- 
divide itself  into  thirteen  local  or  district  associa- 
tions; or  they  think  of  the  Liverpool  Federation, 
with  its  splendid  organization,  its  wonderful  demon- 
strations and  vigorous  life.  But  it  is  not  to  these 
large  and  thriving  societies  or  federations  that  I 
direct  the  attention  of  my  inquirers  if  they  want  to 
see  the  movement  at  its  best.  I  point  them  to  some 
small,  struggling  society  in  an  out-of-the-way  place 
where  a  mere  handful  of  men  are  banded  together 
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with  the  heroism  and  fortitude  that  animated  the 
early  apostles,  men  who  are  carrying  on  the  work  in 
a  struggling,  sparsely-populated  locality,  under  the 
most  trying  circumstances;  where  the  obtaining  of 
fresh  speakers  every  Sunday  is  a  matter  of  greatest 
difficulty,  and  the  society  is  situated  in  a  district 
where  it  stands  almost  alone.  Or  I  point  them  to  a 
federation  that  probably  occupies  a  very  small  and 
insignificant  position  in  the  movement,  but  in  which 
the  work  that  is  being  done  is  of  the  most  heroic, 
self-sacrificing  type.  The  Almighty  does  not  judge 
of  our  work  by  the  apparent  results ;  in  fact,  Brown- 
ing struck  the  right  note  when  he  declared,  "All 
service  ranks  the  same  with  God." 


The  Sick  Brother's  Allotment 

Many  of  the  members  of  the  Brotherhood  at  San- 
down,  Isle  of  Wight,  have  secured  allotments, 
which  they  assiduously  cultivate.  During  certain 
weeks  they  are  naturally  exceedingly  busy  prepar- 
ing the  ground  and  making  things  ready  for  the 
coming  season's  vegetables.  One  of  the  brothers, 
who  is  the  happy  possessor  of  a  very  choice  allot- 
ment, fell  ill  just  before  he  intended  to  commence 
operations,  and  his  illness  turned  out  to  be  more 
serious  than  was  anticipated.  For  several  weeks  he 
was  laid  aside,  unable  to  dig  or  plant  his  garden. 
His  pleasure  may  be  imagined  when  he  was  in- 
formed that  his  allotment  was  all  right.  Several 
members  of  the  Brotherhood,  who  had  been  looking 
after  their  own  allotments,  took  his  in  hand,  per- 
formed all  the  necessary  digging  and  trenching,  and 
planted  it  with  the  same  care  and  attention  as  they 
had  done  their  own. 
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The  Brewer  Knocked  Out 

There  was  keen  opfKDsition  being  manifested 
towards  a  newly-established  Brotherhood  which  had 
been  formed  in  a  sparsely-populated  outlying 
village.  Some  of  the  local  men  and  their  families 
had  cause  to  fear  attending  the  Brotherhood  or  the 
Nonconformist  Chapel,  stories  being  current  of 
some  who  had  the  temerity  to  do  so  having  suffered 
as  a  consequence,  in  one  case  a  man  losing  his 
employment  because  he  attended  the  Brotherhood. 
The  matter  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
London  Federation,  witK  which  the  society  was 
affiliated,  and  a  united  demonstration  of  some  two 
thousand  men,  members  of  various  London 
societies,  with  brass  bands  and  banners,  was  held 
in  the  village  to  make  known  to  all  and  sundry  that 
the  strong  metropolitan  societies  intended  to  stand 
by  their  struggling  brothers  in  the  village.  Matters 
have  since  developed,  and  the  Brotherhood  has 
gained  in  influence,  a  brass  band  having  been  added 
to  its  attractions,  and  the  latest  news  from  the  dis- 
trict is  of  quite  a  startling  character.  The  dominant 
personality  of  the  parish  has  been  a  well-known 
brewer  and  landowner,  who,  with  two  or  three  of 
his  friends,  has  exercised  such  power  that  many 
have  feared  to  take  any  step  which  was  likely  to 
incur  his  displeasure.  He  has  always  been  chair- 
man of  the  local  council,  most  of  his  colleagues 
being  relatives  and  personal  friends.  When  the 
triennial  election  took  place  after  the  demonstration, 
the  brewer-chairman  failed  to  secure  re-election,  he 
and  a  wine-merchant  being  displaced  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Brotherhood  and  the  treasurer  of  the 
Brotherhood  book  club.    This  remarkable   result 
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has  been  achieved  by  the  men  in  the  district  spon- 
taneously working  the  thing  themselves,  the 
Brotherhood  as  an  organization  taking  no  part  in 
the  election. 


"Gang  On  Wi'  Your  P.S.A." 

How  the  wives  of  some  of  the  members  of  the 
P.S.A.  Brotherhoods  appreciate  the  work  that  is 
being  done  is  illustrated  by  an  incident  that  oc- 
curred in  connection  with  one  of  the  societies  in 
the  Edinburgh  Federation.  The  president  of  the 
P.S.A.  was  passing  down  the  Kirkgate,  Leith, 
when  a  woman  crossed  the  road  and,  greeting  him, 
said,  "Sir,  gang  on  wi'  your  P.S.A.  We're  gettin' 
oor  wages  noo." 

The  Prize-Fighter  and  the  Drunkard  Join  the 
Brotherhood  and  the  Church 

One  who  has  exceptional  opportunities  of  ascer- 
taining the  effect  the  Brotherhood  meetings  are 
having  on  the  men  of  the  country  has  just  borne  a 
striking  testimony  that  indicates  a  growing  power 
to  reach  the  masses.  When  addressing  a  large 
Brotherhood  in  Scotland  he  was  rejoiced  to  find  that 
a  notorious  prize-fighter  who  had  been  induced  to 
attend  the  Brotherhood  had  been  a  consistent  and 
loyal  member  for  some  time,  and  on  this  particular 
Sunday  was  being  received  into  church  member- 
ship. On  the  following  Sunday  he  was  speaking  at 
a  London  Brotherhood,  and  here  again,  on  the  same 
day,  one  of  the  most  notorious  characters  in  the 
district,  a  drunkard  and  a  blasphemer,  who  had 
been  converted  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
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Brotherhood,  was  being  admitted  into  the  fellow- 
ship of  the  church  along  with  his  wife  and  two 
grown-up  daughters. 


Brotherhood  Emigrants  to  Canada 

A  most  interesting  department  of  work  organized 
in  connection  with  the  Liverpool  Federation  is  that 
relating  to  Brotherhood  emigrants  to  Canada.  Any 
member  of  a  society  who  has  to  spend  time  in  Liver- 
pool on  his  v/ay  to  Canada  receives  a  brotherly 
greeting  and  advice  as  to  where  he  may  obtain 
suitable  lodgings  if  he  puts  himself  in  communica- 
tion with  Brother  E.  G.  Evans,  94,  Sidney  Road, 
Bootle,  Liverpool.  Brother  Evans,  who  has  under- 
taken the  secretarial  duties  of  this  department, 
should  be  written  to  at  least  a  couple  of  days  before- 
hand. He  then  makes  arrangements  for  meeting 
the  brother  who  is  emigrating  on  arriving  in  Liver- 
pool, looks  after  him  whilst  in  the  city,  sees  that  he 
has  a  good  send-off,  and  arranges  for  him  to  be  met 
by  a  member  of  one  of  our  Brotherhood  societies 
on  arriving  at  Montreal. 


Absent  Comrades  League 

The  Brotherhood  which  meets  at  Ewesley  Road, 
Sunderland,  of  which  Councillor  W.  Walker, 
J. P.,  the  ex-mayor,  is  president,  has  hit  upon  a 
happy  way  of  keeping  in  touch  with  members  who 
are  away  temporarily,  or  who  leave  for  other 
countries  or  places  where  there  is  no  Brotherhood. 
They  keep  a  special  department  of  their  register, 
called  "Our  Absent  Comrades  League,"  and  on 
this  register  they  have  the  names  of  a  large  number 
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of  old  members,  who  correspond  with  an  officer  of 
the  Brotherhood  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe.  It 
is  found  that  the  spirit  of  the  movement  is  by  this 
means  not  only  kept  alive,  but  spread  to  distant 
places. 


Silk-Hat  Brigade 

The  idea  is  very  prevalent  in  some  quarters  that 
the  Brotherhood  movement  is  mainly,  if  not  ex- 
clusively, a  working-class  movement.  Nothing 
could  be  more  erroneous.  This  wrong  impression 
has  undoubtedly  arisen  from  the  fact  that  it  has 
become,  among  other  things,  the  most  successful 
attempt  that  has  yet  been  made  to  reach  that  large 
section  of  men  who  are  from  various  causes  outside 
the  reach  of  ordinary  church  efforts,  and  that  it  has 
done  something  towards  the  solution  of  the  problem 
"How  to  reach  the  masses."  It  cannot  be  too 
strongly  emphasized,  however,  that  it  is  not  a  class 
movement  at  all.  In  its  ranks  are  to  be  found  men 
of  almost  every  social  position  and  profession.  One 
of  the  societies  in  the  north  of  England  has  adopted 
a  unique  method  of  demonstrating  the  fact  that 
Brotherhood  stands  for  the  linking  up  of  men  of  all 
classes.  They  have  formed  a  Silk-Hat  Brigade, 
and  when  the  members  of  the  Brotherhood  have 
their  march-out,  they  are  accompanied  by  a  solid 
phalanx  of  men  in  silk  hats  and  frock-coats,  many 
of  whom  occupy  prominent  positions  in  the  town. 
Among  them  is  the  mayor  himself,  the  town  clerk, 
and  quite  a  number  of  aldermen  and  town  council- 
lors, each  of  whom  is  a  member  of  the  Brotherhood. 


202  BROTHERHOOD  AND  DEMOCRACY 


Red  Spots  v.  Black  Spots 

The  art  of  pictorial  representation  by  means  of 
maps  is  one  of  the  methods  that  appears  to  be 
largely  in  vogue  in  connection  with  the  growth  and 
extension  of  the  Brotherhood  Movement.  One  of 
the  latest  devices  is  that  of  a  map  of  a  county 
federation.  The  formation  of  the  federation  has 
infused  a  new  spirit  in  the  societies  in  the  district, 
and  most  of  them  are  already  rejoicing  in  an 
increase  in  their  membership.  Now  the  officers  of 
the  federation  are  formulating  a  plan  for  the  future 
extension  and  development  of  the  work.  A  map  of 
the  district  has  been  prepared,  and  the  towns  and 
villages  where  a  society  already  exists  are  indicated 
by  a  red  spot.  The  places  where  none  exist,  and 
where  they  consider  the  Brotherhood  standard 
should  be  reared,  are  indicated  by  a  black  spot. 
This  map  is  exhibited  and  discussed  at  the  federa- 
tion meetings,  and  a  missionary  plan  of  campaign 
has  been  inaugurated  for  the  purpose  of  changing 
all  the  black  spots  into  red  spots  as  speedily  as 
possible.  This  excellent  idea  is  neither  copyrighted 
nor  patented;  any  other  federation  whose  officers 
have  wit  enough  to  grasp  the  excellence  of  the  idea 
are  quite  free  to  adopt  it.  May  the  map  of  Great 
Britain  speedily  become  studded  with  a  host  of  red 
spots. 

Restoring  Stolen  Property 

Among  the  many  remarkable  incidents  that  have 
occiirred  in  connection  with  the  famous  Eastbrook 
Brotherhood,  Bradford,  is  an  instance  of  restitution 
of  stolen  money,  as  recorded  in  the  annual  report. 
A  tradesman   in   the   city,   addressing  a  traveller 
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who  called  upon  him,  said,  "You  saw  that  young 
man  who  has  just  left  my  shop  ?  When  a  boy  he 
was  in  my  employ,  and  he  has  just  put  this  sove- 
reign into  my  hand,  confessing  that  in  those  far- 
off  days  he  had  pilfered  pence,  threepenny-pieces, 
and  sixpences.  I  never  missed  anything;  but  he 
has  implored  forgiveness,  and  made  restitution  by 
handing  me  this  sovereign.  When  I  asked  him 
what  it  all  meant,  he  said  he  had  joined  the  East- 
brook  Brotherhood  and  had  resolved  to  lead  a 
better  life ;  but  until  he  had  made  reparation  for  the 
wrong,  and  sought  forgiveness,  he  could  not  start 
straight  for  the  Kingdom."  An  almost  parallel 
case  occurred  in  connection  with  the  Ilford  Men's 
Meeting,  a  Brotherhood  in  the  eastern  suburbs  of 
London,  with  a  membership  of  over  two  thousand. 
One  evening,  a  labouring  man,  connected  with  the 
Brotherhood,  called  upon  the  president,  Rev.  C.  H. 
Vine,  and  requested  him  to  take  charge  of  a  sum 
of  ;^6,  or  "six  quid,"  as  he  himself  expressed  it, 
and  hand  it  over  to  a  certain  person.  On  asking 
for  particulars,  he  told  Mr.  Vine  that  eighteen  years 
previously  he  had  stolen  some  metal  from  his  em- 
ployer, and  sold  it,  pocketing  the  proceeds.  Since 
joining  the  Brotherhood,  he  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  he  ought  to  make  restitution,  and  he 
and  his  wife  had  been  saving  up  for  a  long  time,  till 
now  they  had  got  the  required  amount,  which  he 
asked  Mr.  Vine  to  restore  to  its  rightful  owner. 


The  Brotherhood  Addresses  Translated  to 
THE  Deaf  and  Dumb 

There   is  one  feature  of  the  Sunday  afternoon 
meetings  held  in  connection  with  the  Pollokshaws 


204  BROTHERHOOD  AND  DEMOCRACY 

Brotherhood  that  is  exceptionally  interesting. 
Among  the  most  regular  attenders  at  the  Brother- 
hood are  several  deaf  and  dumb  members.  Some 
time  ago,  when  one  of  these  members  was  absent, 
he  was  visited  by  the  president,  who  subsequently, 
in  relating  his  experiences  to  Brother  Curie,  the 
vice-president,  discovered  the  fact  that  he  was  the 
son  of  deaf  and  dumb  parents,  and  that  he  had  been 
speaking  to  the  absentee  some  time  previously.  It 
was  then  arranged  that  Brother  Curie  should  trans- 
late the  address  every  Sunday  to  these  unfortunate 
brothers,  and  this  is  now  faithfully  carried  out. 


A  Happy  Idea 

The  members  of  the  Adult  School  Brotherhood 
which  meets  in  the  Derby  Gospel  Theatre  Mission 
are  most  fertile  in  hitting  on  happy  ideas,  which 
they  put  into  operation  for  the  benefit  of  others. 
Every  Sunday  morning  at  the  close  of  their  meet- 
ing a  breakfast  is  given  to  any  poor  souls  who  may 
be  famishing.  The  poor  and  outcast,  tramps  and 
wayfarers,  gravitate  each  Sunday  morning  where 
hot  coffee  and  chunks  of  bread-and-butter  are  served 
out  to  the  hungry.  A  meeting  is  subsequently 
held,  when  hymns  are  sung,  prayer  offered,  and 
words  of  cheer  and  counsel  spoken.  The  leader 
invariably  informs  any  who  may  be  incidentally 
passing  through  the  town  that  they  are  welcome  to 
make  use  of  the  premises  during  their  stay.  He  par- 
ticularly draws  their  attention  to  a  small  room  at  the 
side.  Here,  he  informs  them,  are  to  be  found  pens, 
ink  and  paper,  and  he  urges  them  before  they  leave 
the  place  to  drop  in  and  send  off  a  letter  to  any  of 
their  relatives  or  friends  who  may  be  glad  to  have  a 
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line  from  them.  Husbands  are  specially  asked  to 
write  home,  and  sons  to  send  a  line  to  mother.  If 
any  of  them  cannot  write — and  this  is  occasionally 
the  case — one  of  the  brothers  will  take  the  letter 
down  at  their  dictation,  and  if  they  haven't  a  penny 
for  a  stamp,  one  will  be  provided.  Then  they  are 
reminded  of  the  happy  incidents  resulting  from 
some  letters  that  have  been  written  in  this  way. 
They  are  urged  to  put  some  address  on  the  letter, 
so  that  their  friends  can  write  to  them.  They  can 
be  addressed  to  them  at  the  Gospel  Theatre  Mis- 
sion, but  they  must  be  sure  to  leave  word  where 
they  may  be  sent  on.  One  man,  they  are  told,  had 
a  letter  addressed  to  him,  and  it  lay  at  the  Mission 
a  long  time.  It  came  as  a  result  of  his  writing  to 
his  friends  when  urged  by  the  leader,  and  when 
his  friends  wrote  back,  it  was  to  inform  him  that  a 
rich  relation  had  died  and  left  him  a  row  of  houses. 


"  It's  Never  Too  Late  To  Mend  " 

That  he  was  a  drunken  character  everybody  in 
the  district  in  which  he  lived  knew.  If  he  had  been 
questioned  on  the  subject  he  would  himself  have 
admitted  the  impeachment.  He  had  several  times 
been  brought  before  the  magistrates  for  being 
drunk  and  disorderly.  At  last  he  was  brought 
before  them  once  more,  and  after  considering  his 
case  they  decided  to  put  him  on  the  "black  list." 
Consequently  every  publican  in  the  locality  was 
notified  that  under  the  magistrates'  order  they  were 
not  to  supply  him  with  intoxicating  liquors.  A 
paragraph  appeared  in  the  local  newspaper  inform- 
ing all  and  sundry  that  he  had  been  put  on  the 
"black  list."    This  paragraph  caught  the  eye  of  a 
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member  of  the  Brotherhood,  and  it  set  him  think- 
ing. "What  will  he  do  with  himself,"  he  asked, 
"now  he  can't  get  any  drink?  It  would  be  a  fine 
thing  to  get  him  to  join  the  Brotherhood.  And 
what  a  splendid  chance  it  is  to  catch  him  when  he's 
sober !  "  The  happy  thought  immediately  ripened 
into  action.  He  was  soon  on  his  doorstep,  and  on 
being  invited  in,  entered  into  conversation  with  him 
about  the  Brotherhood,  and  before  he  left  him 
secured  from  him  a  promise  to  come  to  the  meeting 
on  the  following  Sunday.  When  the  place  of 
worship  was  opened  on  the  Sunday  for  the  Brother- 
hood meeting  he  was  nearly  the  first  to  enter.  He 
crept  silently  into  the  corner  seat  of  a  back  pew. 
The  influence  of  that  first  meeting  decided  him. 
He  signed  the  pledge,  joined  the  Brotherhood,  and 
has  occupied  that  corner  seat  in  the  back  pew  every 
Sunday  since.  He  could  neither  read  nor  write, 
but  this  defect  did  not  prevent  him  joining  the 
Book  Club.  He  paid  his  penny  regularly  every 
week,  and  at  the  half-yearly  distribution  had  to 
select  a  book.  When  asked  by  the  secretary  what 
book  he  would  choose,  he  explained  his  difficulty, 
but  added  that  his  little  girl  was  a  capital  reader, 
and  would  read  aloud  to  him.  "You  read  over  the 
titles  of  the  books,"  he  said,  "and  I'll  tell  you  when 
to  stop."  The  secretary  began  to  read  down  the 
list,  and  when  he  got  about  half-way  through,  read 
out  It's  Never  Too  Late  to  Mend,  by  Charles 
Reade.  "Stop  !  "  cried  the  man ;  "that'll  do.  '  It's 
never  too  late  to  mend.'  That's  the  book  for  me." 
And  at  the  distribution  he  walked  triumphantly 
home  with  the  book  with  the  happy  title  in  his 
p>ossession. 
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Paying  It  Back 

A  meeting  held  in  connection  with  a  south 
country  P.S.A.  Brotherhood  on  behalf  of  Dr. 
Barnardo's  Homes  had  a  most  remarkable  sequel. 
One  of  the  men  present  had  taken  a  collecting  card, 
when  a  boy,  and  collected  a  fair  amount  on  behalf 
of  the  Homes.  Instead  of  paying  it  in,  he  tore  up 
the  card  and  spent  the  money.  On  attending  the 
Brotherhood  meeting,  when  the  claims  of  Dr. 
Barnardo's  children  were  being  urged,  the  man  was 
struck  with  remorse  at  the  recollection  of  what  he 
had  done  as  a  boy,  and  resolved  there  and  then  to 
make  restitution.  He  placed  half-a-sovereign  in 
the  box,  and  has  since  paid  up  the  full  amount  he 
stole  with  interest  up  to  date. 

"Is  There  a  Chance  for  Me?" 

The  minister  of  one  of  the  largest  Congregational 
churches  in  London  was  called  upon  early  one 
Monday  morning  by  a  man,  who,  on  being  ushered 
into  the  library,  asked  in  wistful  tones,  "Do  you 
think  there's  a  chance  for  me?"  "A  chance  of 
what?"  asked  the  minister.  "Are  you  looking  for 
a  situation?"  "No,"  replied  the  man,  "it  isn't 
that.  I  was  at  your  Brotherhood  meeting  yesterday 
afternoon,  and  the  speaker,  in  the  middle  of  his 
address,  said  that  no  matter  how  far  a  man  had 
wandered  from  God,  no  matter  how  degraded  he 
had  become,  by  holding  out  to  him  the  right  hand 
of  brotherhood  and  the  grace  of  God,  he  could  be 
restored.  I've  been  one  of  the  worst  of  men. 
There's  scarcely  a  crime,  except  murder,  that  I 
haven't  committed.     Is  there  a  chance  for  me,  do 
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you  think  ?  "  As  he  blurted  out  the  question  he 
sobbed  as  though  his  heart  would  break.  The 
minister  entered  into  serious  conversation  with  him ; 
they  prayed  together,  and  before  the  man  left  the 
house,  God's  grace  had  been  made  manifest  to  him. 
He  left  an  entirely  changed  man,  and  is  to-day  an 
earnest  worker  in  the  Brotherhood  and  the  church. 


Spending  it  on  the  Bairns 

An  interesting  incident  which  beautifully  illus- 
trates the  transforming  influence  that  the  Brother- 
hood Movement  is  making  in  thousands  of  homes 
is  that  of  the  wife  of  a  man  who  was  making  some 
purchases  in  the  draper's  shop  of  a  small  country 
town  in  Scotland  where  she  resides.  She  was  a 
regular  customer.  The  shopkeeper  on  this  occasion 
was  surprised  at  the  extent  of  her  purchases,  and 
made  some  observation  of  a  congratulatory  char- 
acter on  the  matter,  which  remark  called  for  some 
explanation  on  the  part  of  the  customer.  "Oh," 
she  replied,  "my  man  has  joined  the  P.S.A. 
Brotherhood,  and  he  has  given  me  his  drink  money 
to  spend  on  the  bairns." 

What  the  Visitor  Discovered 

A  story  has  reached  me  from  one  of  the  officials 
of  a  large  Brotherhood,  which  affords  a  capital  illus- 
tration of  the  practical  manifestation  of  the 
brotherly  spirit.  One  of  the  members  had  been 
absent  from  the  usual  weekly  meeting,  and,  on 
being  called  upon  by  a  member  of  the  visiting  com- 
mittee, was  found  to  be  in  a  state  of  dire  distress. 
He  had  been  out  of  employment  for  a  considerable 
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time,  and  was  reduced  in  consequence  to  a  state  of 
abject  poverty^  and,  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
visitor  called,  two  of  his  children  were  lying  dead 
in  the  house.  Temporary  relief  was  immediately 
rendered;  the  benevolent  committee  was  called  in 
to  consider  the  case,  and  it  was  promptly  decided 
to  bear  the  funeral  expenses,  and  render  whatever 
assistance  was  necessary.  The  secretary  of  the 
labour  bureau,  a  branch  of  the  work  run  in  con- 
nection with  the  Brotherhood,  was  communicated 
with,  and  through  his  efforts  a  situation  was 
obtained  at  a  wage  of  thirty  shillings  per  week. 
He  proved  to  be  just  the  very  man  for  the  situation, 
and  retains  the  position  at  the  present  time,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  employer,  and  with  credit  to 
himself.  Thus,  by  the  rendering  of  a  little  timely 
help,  the  man's  home  was  saved. 

The  "Cabbie's"  Sound  Argument 

A  cabdriver,  who  for  several  months  had  been  a 
member  of  a  Brotherhood,  was  asked  what  good  it 
did  to  spend  his  time  in  attending  meetings  of  that 
character.  He  said  he  couldn't  explain  it  like  some 
folk  did  who  had  had  a  good  education,  but  he 
knew  this, — that  before  he  joined  the  Brotherhood 
he  used  to  spend  all  his  spare  cash  in  the  public- 
house,  and  had  only  one  suit  of  clothes.  Now  he 
kept  out  of  the  public-house,  had  three  suits,  and 
everything  at  home  was  equally  improved. 

"  It  was  God  Who  Sent  You  " 

One  of  the  most  active  and  successful  Sisterhoods 
in  the  country  owes  much  of  its  success  to  the 
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splendid  organization  of  its  visiting  committee. 
No  one  is  allowed  to  be  absent  on  two  consecutive 
Monday  evenings  without  being  visited.  One  of 
the  visitors  recently  had  a  short  list  of  names  of 
absentees  in  her  district.  One  of  these  resided  in 
a  very  poor  neighbourhood.  The  visitor  had  to 
wait  before  her  knock  at  the  door  was  answered. 
Eventually  the  door  was  opened,  and  she  was  asked 
to  enter.  The  woman  called  upon  was  alone.  Her 
house  was  neat  and  clean,  though  there  were 
evidences  of  poverty.  She  apologized  for  keeping 
the  visitor  waiting,  explaining  that  she  was  actually 
on  her  knees,  praying  in  great  distress.  Her  hus- 
band had  been  out  of  work  for  some  weeks,  and 
was  now  in  hospital.  Her  last  penny  was  gone,  and 
she  had  notice  from  the  landlord  to  quit  the  house 
next  day.  The  children  were  without  food.  In  her 
extremity  she  was  crying  to  God  for  help.  This 
was  immediately  forthcoming.  The  poor  woman 
was  relieved  of  all  anxiety,  and,  with  tears  stream- 
ing down  her  cheeks,  told  the  visitor  she  was  sure 
God  had  sent  her  in  answer  to  her  prayer. 


BROTHERHOOD   RELIGIOUS   AND 
SOCIAL   ACTIVITIES 

NOTES   ON  THE   ILLUSTRATIONS 

A    YORKSHIRE    BROTHERHOOD    TWO   THOUSAND 
STRONG 

About  sixteen  years  ago  the  Revs.  Bertram  Smith  and  Francis 
Wrlgley,  B.A.,  who  had  just  finished  their  collegiate  course,  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Falding,  Principal  of  the 
United  College,  undertook  the  joint  pastorate  of  "Salem,"  Leeds, 
which  was  then,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  derelict  church. 
When  the  two  pastors  found  a  big  empty  chapel,  and  thousands 
of  working  men  in  Leeds  never  going  to  any  place  of  worship, 
they  quickly  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  founding  of  a 
Brotherhood  for  men  only,  wisely  conducted  and  run  on  the  right 
lines,  would  not  be  attempted  in  vain.  This  great  Brotherhood 
is  run  under  the  direction  of  a  Council  of  one  hundred  men,  who, 
with  the  wise  guidance  and  help  of  the  two  pastors,  arrange  and 
carry  out  all  the  details  of  the  work.  The  afternoon  meeting  is 
a  revelation  to  any  one  who  visits  it  for  the  first  time.  At  the 
stroke  of  three  the  meeting  commences,  and  is  never  allowed  to 
flag  for  one  moment  until  the  Benediction  is  pronounced.  Heartier 
singing  it  would  be  practically  impossible  to  find  anywhere.  The 
addresses  are  listened  to  with  the  keenest  interest,  and  when  a 
lofty  note  is  struck  dealing  with  the  practical  side  of  Christianity, 
the  utmost  enthusiasm  is  aroused  among  the  men.  The  Salem 
Brotherhood  has  an  orchestral  band  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Frank  Hobson,  to  describe  which  some  of  the  most  extravagant 
adjectives  in  the  English  language  would  require  to  be  used.  Some 
of  the  best  classical  music  is  not  only  attempted,  but  played  most 
efficiently,  and  the  men  are  quite  keen  in  their  appreciation  of 
some  of  the  overtures  and  selections  from  Suppe,  Rossini,  Wagner, 
Hermann,  Mozart,  and  Schubert.  In  fact,  everything  in  connec- 
tion with  the  meeting  is  of  the  best.  It  is  felt  that  nothing  is  too 
good  for  the  Brotherhood.  A  whole  volume  would  be  required  to 
describe  in  detail  all  the  varied  activities  associated  with  the 
Church  and  the  Brotherhood.  Saturday  evening  meetings  for  the 
people,  in  which  the  best  music,  vocal  and  orchestral,  is  allied 
with  the  advocacy  of  temperance,  purity  and  religion,  form  an 
admirable  counter-attraction  tc  the  public-house.  The  Institute 
provides  excellent  facilities  for  moral  and  intellectual  culture  and 
various  forms  of  social  and  religious  work. 

THE    BIG    CHURCH   THAT    IS    PACKED    EVERY 
SUNDAY 

Among  the  individual  societies  which  have  been  instrumental 
in  the  development  of  the  Brotherhood  movement  and  giving  to  it 
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its  present  trend  of  thought  and  ideas,  making  it  one  of  the  most 
potent  influences  for  good  in  the  social  and  religious  life  of  our 
country,  is  that  of  the  Ilford  Men's  Meeting.  This  great  Brother- 
hood was  founded  just  over  seven  years  ago  by  the  Rev.  Charles 
H.  Vine,  who  had  been  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  the  then  rising  suburb  of  London.  The  church 
to  which  he  was  called  to  minister  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  about 
fourteen  thousand  pounds,  and  is  probably  the  most  prominent 
building  and  landmark  in  the  town.  It  is  a  beautiful  place  of 
worship,  and  has  a  seating  capacity  of  about  fourteen  hundred. 
When  first  the  idea  of  starting  a  Men's  Meeting  was  suggested, 
many  shook  their  heads  ominously,  and  some  did  not  hesitate  to 
express  the  conviction  that  the  ordinary  non-church-goers,  par- 
ticularly those  of  the  artisan  class,  would  not  be  drawn  to  a 
religious  meeting,  particularly  if  it  were  held  in  such  a  beautiful 
building.  Mr.  Vine,  however,  had  set  his  heart  upon  the  work, 
and  having  gathered  round  him  a  band  of  noble-hearted,  enthusi- 
astic souls,  and  inspired  them  with  the  same  optimistic  ideas  that 
possessed  his  own  soul,  operations  were  commenced.  The  church 
was  scarcely  a  quarter  filled  on  the  first  Sunday,  but,  as  the 
freedom  and  elasticity  of  the  meetings,  and  their  utter  absence  of 
conventionality,  became  known,  and  the  spirit  of  comradeship  and 
Christian  brotherliness  was  developed,  the  attendances  speedily 
grew,  until  it  was  found  that  this  spacious  church  was  none  too 
large  to  accommodate  all  who  were  anxious  to  attend.  When  the 
membership  had  grown  to  over  two  thousand,  and  the  church  was 
being  regularly  filled  Sunday  after  Sunday,  then  the  wiseacres  said 
it  was  an  ephemeral  outburst  of  enthusiasm  which  would  gradually 
die  down,  and  might  one  day  be  looked  upon  as  an  affair  of  the 
past.  The  latest  report,  however,  declares  that  the  Men's  Meeting 
is  going  stronger  than  ever,  the  attendance  showing  no  sign  of 
diminution.  The  influence  of  the  Ilford  Men's  Meeting  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  town  in  which  it  is  situated.  There  are  upwards  of  a 
dozen  societies  within  a  few  miles'  radius  that  have  been  formed 
directly  as  an  outcome  of  its  influence,  and  the  assistance  of  Mr. 
Vine  and  his  associates. 

In  addition  to  this,  many  of  the  older  societies  in  London  that 
were  formed  in  the  earlier  P.S.A.  days  have  reorganized  themselves 
on  the  model  of  the  Ilford  Men's  Meeting,  and  in  consequence 
have  grown  in  numbers  and  in  power.  Its  influence  is,  moreover, 
felt  far  beyond  the  Metropolis.  Men  from  various  parts  of  the 
country,  and  even  from  abroad,  who  have  been  on  a  visit  to 
London,  often  journey  down  to  Ilford  to  see  this  remarkable 
gathering  of  men  on  a  Sunday  afternoon,  and  having  caught  its 
spirit  and  made  themselves  acquainted  with  its  organization,  have 
carried  the  story  back,  and  started  similar  meetings  in  their  own 
district. 

BROTHERHOOD    AND   ADULT    SCHOOLS    UNITED 
DEMONSTRATION 

A  new  development  of  the  Brotherhood  Movement  is  taking 
place  in  London,  which  seems  destined  to  have  a  remarkable  and 
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far-reaching  effect  in  the  immediate  future.  It  is  not  a  spasmodic 
or  evanescent  idea,  but  the  result  of  an  evolutionary  process  that 
has  been  going  on  for  something  like  a  couple  of  years.  Previously 
there  had  been  held  several  united  gatherings  and  demonstrations 
in  the  summer-time  in  various  parts  of  London,  which  proved  very 
beneficial  in  their  results.  Things  seemed  to  have  reached  a 
climax  when  a  body  of  Brotherhood  men  from  various  districts 
visited  the  Continent,  and  took  part  in  the  remarkable  demonstra- 
tion that  was  held  in  the  town  of  Charlcroi.  It  was  admitted  by 
all  who  were  present  on  that  occasion  that  this  was  the  greatest 
event  that  had  ever  taken  place  in  the  history  of  the  Brotherhood 
movement.  It  has  been  left  for  the  societies  in  the  Walthamstow 
district  to  initiate  somewhat  on  these  lines  a  new  propagandist 
campaign.  All  the  Brotheihood  societies  in  the  district,  together 
with  the  adult  schools,  banded  themselves  together  for  a  united 
demonstration.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  there  are  several 
Brotherhoods  in  the  district  that  for  some  years  have  been  doing 
a  magnificent  work,  but,  except  when  joining  hands  for  purposes 
that  are  of  a  purely  metropolitan  or  national  character,  have  been 
carrying  on  their  work  in  a  comparatively  isolated  manner,  and 
without  making  any  deep  impression  on  the  neighbourhood. 
Somebody  suggested  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  societies, 
and  affords  them  a  splendid  opportunity  to  make  known  the  prin- 
ciples and  ideals  for  which  the  Brotherhood  movement  stands  if 
they  could  all  unite  in  a  great  demonstration.  Much  time  was 
spent  in  discussing  the  matter,  and  in  making  the  preliminary 
arrangements.  Everybody  was  heart  and  soul  with  the  project. 
The  Palace  Theatre  of  Varieties,  the  largest  public  building  in  the 
district,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  three  thousand  two  hundred, 
was  taken  for  the  Sunday  afternoon  meeting.  At  a  time  agreed 
upon,  from  three  outside  points,  a  procession  of  members  of 
different  societies,  each  led  by  a  brass  band,  advanced  upon  a 
central  meeting-place,  where  the  three  bodies  of  men  united 
together,  forming  one  fine  procession  upwards  of  two  thousand 
in  number.  From  this  point  they  marched  in  procession  to  the 
place  of  meeting.  The  very  fact  of  this  large  body  of  men  march- 
ing through  the  neighbourhood  with  bands  playing  favourite  hymn- 
tunes  and  banners  flying,  thoroughly  roused  the  whole  district. 
The  streets  were  lined  with  people  on  each  side  of  the  road,  and 
on  reaching  the  Palace,  so  great  was  the  crowd  that  it  was  found 
totally  inadequate  to  accommodate  anything  like  the  number  of 
men  who  were  anxious  to  gain  admission.  The  Marsh  Street 
Congregational  Church,  close  at  hand,  was  immediately  com- 
mandeered for  an  overflow  meeting,  and  this  was  soon  packed  to 
its  utmost  capacity.  The  inspiring  strains  of  "All  Hail  the  Power 
of  Jesu's  Name,"  being  lustily  sung  to  the  tune  of  "Diadem"  by 
a  packed  audience  of  between  three  and  four  thousand  men,  was 
an  event  which  those  who  were  privileged  to  be  present  will  never 
forget.  The  ordinary  programme  of  a  Brotherhood  meeting  was 
followed  throughout,  a  conspicuous  feature  of  the  meeting  being 
the  blending  of  the  men's  voices  in  repeating,  sentence  by  sentence, 
the  wonderful  clauses  of  the  Lord's  Prayer.  The  local  press, 
which  has  always  been  friendly  disposed  towards  the  movement, 
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gave  considerable  publicity  to  the  event,  and  in  this  way  stamped 
the  gathering  as  one  of  a  remarkable  character,  affecting  the 
religious  life  of  the  district. 

THE    PUBLIC-HOUSE    BRIGADE 

This  consists  of  a  body  of  men,  members  of  the  Brotherhood 
which  meets  in  the  Springfield  Hall,  Wandsworth  Road,  London, 
who  have  banded  themselves  together  for  the  specific  purpose  of 
visiting  the  public-houses  in  the  neighbourhood  and  inviting  the 
men  who  visit  these  places  to  the  meeting.  They  gather  together 
for  prayer  every  Sunday  afternoon,  immediately  after  dinner,  and 
then  sally  forth  to  the  various  public-houses,  catching  many  of  the 
men  at  closing  time,  just  as  they  are  leaving.  They  go  armed 
with  publications  of  a  religious  character,  which  they  distribute, 
and  often  bring  back  to  the  meeting  men  thus  gathered  in  from 
the  public-houses  around.  Some  of  the  staunchest  and  most  loyal 
and  earnest  workers  are  men  who  have  been  brought  in  by  this 
means. 

OUR    OWN    BROTHERHOOD    INSTITUTE 

The  Brotherhood  Institute  is  often  described  as  "  our  own  "  in 
a  very  literal  sense.  Several  cases  are  on  record  where  the  men 
have  acquired  a  plot  of  land,  raised  money  sufficient  to  purchase 
the  necessary  materials,  and  in  their  spare  time  erected,  decorated 
and  furnished  the  Institute.  The  illustration  shows  a  body  of 
Brotherhood  men  at  Newport,  now  commencing  building  opera- 
tions, and  another  set  of  men  laying  out  their  own  Brotherhood 
bowling-green. 


BROTHERHOOD    CAMPAIGNING    BY    MOTOR    CAR 

The  East  Kent  Brotherhood  Federation  was  founded  in  March 
1908,  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  Wesleyan  Church,  Ashford.  The 
Federation  now  includes  twenty-three  societies,  with  an  aggregate 
membership  of  over  two  thousand.  The  interest  manifested  by 
the  members  of  the  various  societies  in  the  work  of  the  Federa- 
tion is  typified  in  the  illustration  of  the  assembly  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  members  attached  to  the  Folkestone  Brotherhoods  and 
Sisterhoods  in  front  of  the  Tontine  Church,  previous  to  their  de- 
parture for  the  Federation  Conference  at  Rochester  in  half-a- 
dozen  large  motor  brakes.  The  Conference  was  held  in  the  Guild- 
hall, Rochester,  the  council-chamber  being  generously  placed  at 
their  disposal  by  his  Worship  the  Mayor. 

A  notable  incident  of  this  Conference  was  the  presentation  to 
the  Federation  by  Mr.  Lee,  the  retiring  president,  of  a  handsome 
Bible  which  is  to  be  the  insignia  of  office  to  be  handed  on  to 
each  succeeding  president.  The  induction  of  the  new  president, 
Mr.  Arthur  Burgess  of  Folkestone,  was  a  simple  but  interesting 
function  consisting  of  a  prayer  by  the  retiring  president,  the  sing- 
ing of  the  hymn  "  Blest  be  the  Tie  that  Binds,"  and  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  president's  Bible. 
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THE    FEDERATION    BUTTONHOLE  BRIGADE 

"  Go  ye  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges,  and  compel  them 
to  come  in,  that  My  house  may  be  filled."  Some  of  the  active 
workers  in  connection  with  the  Liverpool  Federation  have  laid 
hold  of  this  illuminating  and  inspiring  saying  of  Christ,  and, 
believing  that  the  Master  literally  meant  what  He  said,  have 
started  a  branch  of  work  with  the  idea  of  carrying  out  the  in- 
junction to  the  letter.  This  is  the  formation  of  a  brigade  of 
workers  known  as  the  Liverpool  Federation  Buttonhole  Brigade, 
composed  of  men  who  have  volunteered  their  services  for  the  assist- 
ance and  strengthening  of  the  ranks  of  any  society  within  the 
Federation  who  may  desire  such  help.  The  Federation  Brigade 
is  composed  of  two  representatives  from  each  of  the  sixty  societies 
affiliated  to  the  Federation.  The  members  are  pledged  to  assemble, 
on  reasonable  notice  being  given,  at  the  opening  meetings  of  new 
societies,  or  at  the  march-out  of  weak  societies,  and  help  on  the 
great  Brotherhood  cause  by  buttonholing  and  inviting  the  "  man 
in  the  street  "  into  the  meetings.  They  act  as  scouts  on  Sunday 
afternoons,  patrolling  the  footwalks  in  front  of  the  church  where 
the  Brotherhood  meeting  is  to  be  held,  invitation  cards  in  hand, 
and,  buttonholing  the  passerby,  invite  him  into  the  meeting.  The 
neighbouring  parks  and  open  spaces,  public-houses,  and  odd 
corners  where  men  congregate,  are  all  visited.  During  the  week 
the  Buttonhole  Brigade  engage  in  house-to-house  visitation,  attack- 
ing a  particular  street  from  time  to  time,  watching  out  for  new- 
comers into  the  district,  and  being  first  in  the  field  with  an 
invitation  to  a  place  of  worship.  In  this  way  they  prove  to  the 
new  resident  that  the  men  of  the  Brotherhood  are  as  anxious  after 
his  moral  and  spiritual  welfare  as  the  grocer,  the  butcher,  the 
baker,  and  the  milkman  are  to  supply  his  material  wants.  The 
conditions  the  Brigade  lays  down  for  the  rendering  of  their  services 
are  that  the  Brotherhood  desiring  assistance  shall  do  its  part  by 
the  provision  of  a  specially  bright  and  attractive  meeting ;  the 
provision  of  a  brass  band  to  lead  the  procession  for  an  hour 
previous  to  the  meeting,  and  that  suitable  advertising  literature 
or  cards  of  invitation  shall  be  provided  for  the  use  of  the  Button- 
holers  en  route.  The  Buttonhole  Brigade  has  been  recognized  as 
a  corporate  part  of  the  Federation  work,  and  the  Federation  itself 
has  provided  the  Brigade  with  its  own  banner  for  display. 
Our  photograph  shows  the  members  of  the  Brigade  assembled 
on  the  allotment  gardens  of  the  Seaforth  Brotherhood  on  the 
occasion  of  the  summer  outing  and  quarterly  conference  of  the 
Federation.  The  Brigade  is  governed  by  a  committee  of  its 
own  election,  and  holds  periodical  meetings  for  discussion  of  the 
best  ways  and  means  for  the  accomplishing  of  its  object.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  is  Mr.  John  M.  Hay,  a  man  known 
th.-oughout  the  movement  for  the  great  work  he  has  done  in  Liver- 
pool. Mr.  F.  Moore,  the  leader,  is  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the 
Hoylake  Brotherhood,  Cheshire,  who  cycles  ten  miles  down  to  the 
Lancashire  coast  before  the  commencement  of  his  activities  on 
behalf  of  the  Liverpool  societies  on  the  occasion  of  each  turn-out 
of  the  Brigade.  The  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer  is  Mr.  W.  T. 
Montgomery,  of  the  Marsh  Lane  Brotherhood. 
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During  the  first  year's  working  of  the  Brigade  fifteen  visits 
were  paid  to  weak  societies,  resulting  in  an  accession  of  new 
members  to  the  extent  of  over  five  hundred. 

"ALL    SORTS    AND    CONDITIONS    OF    MEN."     A 
TYPICAL    BROTHERHOOD    COMMITTEE 

The  general  committee  of  the  Hoylake  Brotherhood  affords  a 
striking  example  of  the  way  in  which  the  movement  is  bringing 
together  "  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men,"  who  are  banding 
themselves  together  in  the  service  of  God  and  humanity.  This  com- 
mittee consists  of  an  estate  broker,  builder  and  contractor,  collector 
for  gas  company,  retired  master  mariner,  baker,  printer,  bank 
manager,  family  chandler,  foreman  joiner,  coal  merchant,  care- 
taker, labourer,  retired  shipowner,  gas  fitter  and  plumber,  chemist's 
assistant,  bricklayer,  two  joiners,  and  three  painters.  In  politics 
thirteen  of  them  are  known  Liberals,  five  Socialists,  and  three 
Conservatives,  whilst  in  the  religious  sphere  there  are  seven  of 
them  Congregationalists,  six  Wesleyans,  four  Calvinistic  Method- 
ists, three  Church  of  England,  and  a  Unitarian,  a  Presbyterian  and 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Brethren. 

A   FAMOUS    SCOTTISH    SISTERHOOD 

The  remarkable  development  of  the  movement  in  Scotland  during 
the  last  few  years  has  been  one  of  its  most  interesting  and  gratify- 
ing features.  One  of  the  pioneers  is  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Forson,  who, 
at  Govan,  Glasgow,  has  a  Brotherhood  which  crowds  the  Con- 
gregational Church  with  an  audience  of  nearly  a  thousand  on 
Sunday  afternoons.  He  was  one  of  the  first  men  north  of  the 
Tweed  to  grasp  the  significance  of  the  Sisterhood  side  of  the  move- 
ment. Supported  by  the  active  interest  of  Mrs.  Forson  and  a  most 
heroic  band  of  women  workers  he  has  established  a  Sisterhood  of 
seven  or  eight  hundred  members,  which  is  carrying  on  a  work  that 
is  of  inestimable  value  and  importance. 

HOW    WE    RALLIED    TO   THE    CONFERENCE 

The  Conference  held  at  Cardiff  in  September  1909,  was  but  the 
fourth  since  the  formation  of  the  National  Council.  How  rapidly 
the  building  up  of  the  societies  and  the  spread  of  the  movement 
has  gone  on  will  be  realized  when  it  is  remembered  that  there 
were  present  six  hundred  and  seventy  delegates  elected  by  federa- 
tions and  societies  representing  in  the  aggregate  three  hundred 
thousand  members.  The  illustration,  from  a  photograph  by 
Thomas  of  Newport,  represents  the  London  delegates. 

FIFTY  THOUSAND    DEMONSTRATE    IN    THE   OPEN  AIR 

The  second  Sunday  in  July,  19 10,  will  in  all  probability  mark  an 
important  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  Brotherhood  movement.  On 
that  day  nearly  all  the  societies  within  the  metropolitan  area,  of 
which  there  are  some  two  hundred  and  eighty  in  the  London 
Federation,  came  out  into  the  open  air,  and  in  most  cases  marched 
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from  their  usual  meeting-place,  with  bands  playing  and  banners 
flying,  to  one  of  the  large  parks  or  open  spaces.  It  was  the  out- 
come of  a  great  deal  of  thought  and  preparation.  In  fact,  it 
gradually  evolved  from  a  comparatively  small  and  local  effort  to 
what  became,  on  this  particular  Sunday,  an  event  of  outstanding 
importance,  and  what  will  in  all  probability  become  in  the  imme- 
diate future  an  annual  national  event.  For  several  years  past 
certain  societies  have  come  out  into  the  open  air  for  a  special 
gathering  on  a  particular  Sunday,  and  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years  societies  have  combined  in  certain  districts  for  the  purpose 
of  holding  a  large  open-air  demonstration.  The  hope  was  fre- 
quently expressed  that  an  arrangement  would  be  made  for  all  the 
societies  in  London  to  join  together,  invade  all  the  parks  and 
commons  and  open  spaces,  and  hold  an  open-air  demonstration, 
the  societies  in  a  given  locality  uniting  together  for  the  purpose. 
The  matter  was  brought  up  before  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
London  Federation.  Some  of  the  delegates  present  who  had  taken 
part  in  these  demonstrations  were  so  enthusiastic  in  their  descrip- 
tion of  the  magnificence  of  the  gathering  and  the  splendid  effect 
resulting  therefrom  that  a  special  committee  was  appointed  to  con- 
sider whether  it  was  possible  to  carry  out  the  idea,  and  if  so,  to 
arrange  matters  accordingly.  That  committee  worked  hard  for 
months,  using  every  endeavour  to  get  the  societies  in  each  locality 
to  associate  themselves  with  the  enterprise,  communicating  with 
the  London  County  Council  and  other  public  authorities  who  have 
control  of  the  parks,  commons,  and  other  open  spaces,  and  going 
minutely  into  all  the  multifarious  details  necessary  for  such  an 
undertaking.  The  result  was  a  stupendous  success.  Practically 
all  Brotherhood  London  turned  out  on  the  day  named,  the  numbers 
present  at  the  various  gatherings  amounting  to  upwards  of  fifty 
thousand.  Demonstrations  were  held  in  Hyde  Park,  Clapham 
Common,  Hackney  Downs,  Victoria  Park,  Gladstone  Park,  Fins- 
bury  Park,  Wimbledon  Common,  Streatham  Common,  Hillingdon 
Heath,  Tottenham,  Walthamstow,  Sidcup  Green,  Hither  Green, 
Ravenscourt  Park,  Willesden  Junction,  Brockwell  Park,  Peckham 
Rye,  Plumstead  Common,  Catford,  Ilford,  Walton-on-Thames,  and 
Kingston-on-Thames.  The  illustration  represents  the  combined 
meeting  of  the  Ilford  and  Seven  Kings  Brotherhoods  being 
addressed  by  Rev.  C.  H.  Vine.  It  was  estimated  that  seven 
thousand  men  and  women  were  present. 

THE    BROTHERHOOD    MISSIONARY    FEDERATION 

When  the  National  President  and  the  Organizing  Secretary  went 
down  to  Ipswich  to  endeavour  to  form  a  county  federation  there 
were  only  three  men  who  had  sufficient  interest  in  the  matter  to 
turn  up  at  the  meeting.  One  of  the  three,  a  local  postman  of  the 
name  of  Smith,  manifested  such  keen  interest  in  the  matter  that 
it  was  decided  to  make  a  start,  and  he  was  induced  to  take  up  the 
duties  of  secretary.  He  threw  himself  into  the  work  with  a  vigour 
and  earnestness  that  would  be  difficult  to  match.  His  enthusiasm 
became  infectious.  Old  societies  were  rallied  together,  new  ones 
started,   a  spirit  of  aggressive  extension   took  hold   of  everybody. 
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When  the  same  officers  attended  the  federation  meeting  at  Col- 
rhester  two  years  later  there  were  nearly  eighty  delegates  present, 
and  the  Lion  Walk  Congregational  Church  was  filled  at  the  even- 
ing demonstration,  his  Worship  the  Mayor  being  present  to 
give  the  delegates  an  official  welcome.  This  federation  takes  the 
keenest  interest  in  the  village  societies.  How  they  conduct  their 
missionary  compaign  is  well  illustrated  in  the  first  photograph 
appearing  in  the  chapter  "Stories  from  Life,"  entitled,  "Long  live 
the  Brotherhood." 

HOW    BROTHERHOOD    MEN    IN    WILTSHIRE 
DEMONSTRATE 

The  Brotherhood  that  meets  in  the  Salisbury  Wesleyan  Church 
is  a  capital  example  of  how  some  of  the  best  societies  are  gradually 
built  up.  It  did  not  strike  the  imagination  of  the  men  of  the 
city  right  away.  It  commenced  with  a  modest  membership  of  less 
than  thirty,  but  from  that  day  to  the  present  it  has  been  a  case  of 
steady  solid  growth.  Every  Sunday  during  its  existence  new 
members  have  been  added  to  the  society,  and  to-day,  after  deduct- 
ing all  losses  through  removals,  deaths  and  other  causes,  the 
membership  stands  at  six  hundred. 

Even  this  represents  but  a  small  portion  of  the  work  accom- 
plished, for  the  general  secretary,  Mr.  H.  Medway,  has  not  only 
been  the  prime  factor  in  the  building  up  of  the  Salisbury  Brother- 
hood, but  has  also  played  the  part  of  a  missionary  in  starting  new 
societies  in  the  neighbouring  towns  and  villages,  and  consolidating 
the  movement  in  what  has  now  become  the  Wilts,  Hants,  Dorset, 
and  Isle  of  Wight  Federation,  which  now  comprises  no  less  than 
seventy-eight  societies,  reaching  a  membership  of  about  fifteen 
thousand.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore,  that  when  the 
celebration  of  the  fourth  anniversary  took  place  it  was  amid  scenes 
of  rejoicing  and  excitement  that  must  have  amazed  some  of  the  old 
inhabitants  of  the  city.  During  the  eventful  week  it  was  the  one 
chief  topic  of  conversation  among  the  people.  It  was  celebrated 
with  a  succession  of  meetings  which  lasted  without  a  break  for 
eight  hours.  It  commenced  appropriately  at  two  o'clock  on  the 
Wednesday  afternoon  with  a  largely-attended  devotional  service. 
This  was  followed  by  a  conference  of  Brotherhood  workers,  repre- 
sentatives being  present  from  over  sixty  towns  and  villages,  includ- 
ing Bainford,  Rye,  Verwood,  Wimborne,  Chippingham,  Poole, 
Southampton,  Bournemouth,  Bradford-on-Avon,  Warminster, 
Exeter,  Shrewton,  Swindon,  and  Portsmouth.  The  Conference 
was  immediately  followed  by  a  service  in  the  church,  which  was 
well  filled,  nearly  a  thousand  persons  being  present.  The  preacher 
was  the  Rev.  J.  Ernest  Rattenbury.  A  public  tea  followed  the 
preaching  service,  immediately  after  which  an  executive  meeting  of 
the  County  Federation  was  held.  Then  followed  a  grand  torchlight 
procession,  which  paraded  the  principal  streets  of  the  city,  headed 
by  a  motor  car,  the  Brotherhood  banner,  and  the  Salvation  Army 
brass  band.  A  Royal  procession  through  the  city  could  scarcely 
have  created  greater  excitement  and  enthusiasm.  At  numerous 
points  flags   were  stretched  across   the  roadway,   and  the  streets 
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were  lined  with  an  enthusiastic  crowd  of  onlookers.  The  proces- 
sion over,  a  public  demonstration  was  held  in  the  Wesleyan  Church. 
So  great  was  the  interest  displayed  that  people  began  to  take  their 
seats  in  the  church  more  than  two  hours  before  the  advertised 
time  for  the  meeting  to  commence,  and  long  before  the  chairman 
took  his  seat  every  available  inch  of  space  was  occupied.  Chairs 
were  requisitioned  in  all  the  aisles,  people  were  packed  within  the 
communion  rails,  on  the  rostrum  stairs,  they  stood  in  the  lobbies 
as  far  back  as  it  was  possible  to  catch  a  glimpse  or  sound,  and 
even  then  hundreds  were  turned  away. 

HOW    LIVERPOOL   MEN    GRAPPLE    WITH 
DIFFICULTIES 

The  Marsh  Lane  P.S.A.  Brotherhood,  Bootle,  near  Liverpool, 
affords  a  most  significant  example  of  the  possibilities  of  the  move- 
ment. When  the  inner  spirit  of  the  movement  is  realized,  and  the 
work  is  taken  in  hand  by  earnest  souls  who  are  animated  with  a 
sincere  desire  to  work  for  God  and  humanity,  no  obstacles  are 
deemed  too  great  to  tackle,  and  in  a  spirit  of  true  Christian 
optimism  they  carry  everything  before  them.  The  Wesleyan 
Church,  in  which  the  Marsh  Lane  Brotherhood  meets,  has  three 
public-houses  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  one  on  each  side,  and 
another  directly  opposite.  It  is  in  a  district  that  has  a  large 
floating  population,  great  numbers  of  the  artisans  and  dockside 
labourers  constantly  leaving  the  neighbouihood.  It  is  just  four 
years  since  the  idea  of  starting  a  Brotherhood  took  shape,  the 
very  difficulty  of  the  situation  acting  as  a  stimulus  and  an  inspira- 
tion to  the  workers.  The  result  is  to  be  seen  in  the  fact  that 
to-day  there  is  a  solid  membership  of  over  seven  hundred,  and  this 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  since  it  was  started  three  other  similar 
societies  have  been  established  within  half-a-mile,  and  that  some 
two  hundred  members  leave  the  district  each  year  owing  to  fluctua- 
tions of  work  at  the  docks.  Two  most  important  factors  making 
for  the  remarkable  growth  in  the  membership  and  the  permanent 
charav  ter  of  the  work  were  two  men  who  took  the  leading  part  in 
its  formation.  The  Rev.  Moffat  Gautrey  had  just  been  appointed 
to  the  circuit.  He  had  spent  some  years  in  the  foreign  mission 
field,  and  on  his  return  to  England  was  consequently  free  from 
many  of  tlie  conventionalities  that  often  make  the  average  working 
man  fight  shy  of  places  of  worship  and  of  ministers  of  religion. 
He  carries  with  him  the  spirit  of  brotherliness  and  comradeship 
wherever  he  goes,  and  if  the  artisans  he  comes  into  contact  with 
are  not  hail-fellow-well-met  with  him,  it  is  not  the  minister's  fault. 
Mr.  W.  T.  Montgomery  had  served  his  apprenticeship  to  the 
Brotherhood  movement  in  active  service  at  the  Norwood  P.S.A., 
Liverpool,  and  subsequently  at  Stanley  Road,  Bootle,  having 
graduated  in  these  societies  through  the  oflfices  of  Buttonhole 
Brigade  Leader,  Chief  Registrar,  and  Visitation  Secretary.  He 
took  up  the  duties  of  general  secretary  at  the  formation  of  the 
Marsh  Lane  Society,  and  with  Mr.  Moffat  Gautrey  as  president, 
a  band  of  sturdy  workers  was  speedily  organized,  who  made  a  raid 
on  every  home,  public-house,  and  factory  in  the  locality,  scoured 
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the  dockyards,  and  thrust  the  Brotherhood  so  persistently  under 
the  notice  ot  all  and  sundry,  that  it  became  literally  the  talk  of 
the  place.  The  result  was  that  the  handsome  Wesleyan  Church 
became  crowded  every  Sunday  afternoon  with  a  gathering  of  over 
a  thousand  men,  and  a  mighty  moral  and  religious  force  created 
that  has  been  an  untold  power  for  good  in  the  locality. 


A    SCOTCHMAN'S    VISIT    TO    AN    ENGLISH    BROTHER- 
HOOD   AND    WHAT   CAME    OF    IT 

The  story  of  the  introduction  of  the  movement  to  Fountainbridge, 
Edinburgh,  forms  one  of  the  little  romances  one  frequently  meets 
with  in  connection  with  its  history.  One  of  the  office-bearers  of 
St.  George's  United  Free  Church,  of  which  the  venerable  Dr. 
Alexander  Whyte  is  senior  pastor,  was  paying  a  visit  across  the 
Border.  He  happened  to  be  staying  at  a  place  where  there  was  a 
well-established  and  vigorous  society,  and,  being  a  zealous  and 
devoted  Christian  worker,  he  determined  to  make  himself 
acquainted  with  this  new  development  of  religious  activity.  He 
attended  the  usual  Sunday  afternoon  meetings,  came  into  personal 
contact  with  the  officers,  and  familiarized  himself  with  the  practical 
working  and  spirit  of  the  movement.  He  contrasted  the  agencies 
and  their  efforts  with  the  results  of  the  mission  work  in  connection 
with  the  Churches  of  his  acquaintance,  and  was  not  only  startled, 
but  convinced  that  this  method  of  religious  work  was  the  one  most 
calculated  to  appeal  to  that  large  section  of  non-churchgoing 
people  which  abounds  in  Scotland,  quite  as  much  as  in  any  other 
part  of  the  country.  He  carried  the  idea  home  with  him,  got  his 
brother  officers  interested  in  it,  had  the  matter  discussed  in  the 
Kirk  Session,  and  succeeded  in  so  influencing  his  colleagues  that 
they  granted  permission  for  an  experiment  to  be  tried  for  a  few 
months  in  connection  with  the  Fountainbridge  Mission  Church. 
The  society  grew  in  popularity  amazingly,  and  now  has  a  member- 
ship of  over  six  hundred.  From  it  have  sprung  numerous  societies 
which  are  now  in  existence  in  all  parts  of  the  city,  the  adjoining 
port  of  Leith,  and  surrounding  localities.  Many  circumstances 
have  combined  to  bring  about  this  stupendous  result.  The  form  A 
Jrof  service  followed  in  the  meetings  and  the  robust,  manly  character! 
i\\of  the  addresses  were  calculated  to  appeal  strongly  to  intelligentjR 
V\and  sober-minded  men.  The  Rev.  D.  M.  Ross,  the  minister  then 
ijin  charge  of  Fountainbridge,  threw  himself  heart  and  soul  into 
the  movement,  and  Dr.  Whyte  himself  gave  it  every  encourage- 
ment and  practical  sympathy.  There  has,  however,  been  one 
master-mind  who  has  devoted  himself  with  self-sacrifice  and  a 
whole-hearted  enthusiasm,  to  whose  organizing  ability  and  cheery 
optimism  the  society  at  Fountainbridge,  and  the  whole  movement 
in  Edinburgh,  is  indebted  for  the  splendid  position  it  occupies 
/\  to-day.  This  is  Mr.  W,^Cairns,  who  from  its  inception  has  acted 
I  !  as  secretary  to  the'pTSTTeefcascifrty,  and,  since  its  formation,  to  the 
Y  Edinburgh  and  District  Federation.  The  illustration  represents 
^some  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Edinburgh  and  District 
Federation. 
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BROTHERHOOD  MEN  MAKING  LONDON  "BLOSSOM 

AS  THE  ROSE" 
The  Brotherhood  associated  with  the  Robert  Browning  Settle- 
ment has  initiated  a  movement  which  is  destined  to  have  a 
great  influence,  not  only  upon  the  people  in  the  locality  itself, 
but  is  bound  to  become  widespread.  Its  ultimate  efifects  not  even 
the  most  enthusiastic  optimist  can  foresee.  The  illustration  gives 
a  faint  idea  as  to  what  this  movement  is.  Here  is  a  photograph 
of  a  group  of  the  members  of  the  Robert  Browning  Brotherhood. 
One  would  naturally  think,  at  first  glance,  that  this  had  been 
taken  in  some  country  retreat,  or,  at  least,  in  a  spacious  garden 
attached  to  some  fine  residence.  The  fact  is,  it  has  been  taken 
on  a  small  plot  of  ground  at  the  rear  of  the  Settlement,  which,  a 
few  years  ago,  was  the  scene  of  disorder  and  chaos.  A  few  men 
interested  in  gardening  and  horticulture  have  succeeded  in  literally 
making  the  desert  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose,  and  what  was 
once  an  eyesore  is  now  become  "a  thing  of  beauty  and  a  joy  for 
ever."  From  the  conversion  of  this  old  dreary  waste  plot  of  ground 
into  a  charming  garden  has  sprung  the  germ  of  an  idea  which  is 
now  having  a  marked  effect  on  many  people's  lives.  This  was  no 
less  than  to  convert  dreary,  desolate,  smoke-begrimed  Walworth 
into  a  veritable  garden  city.  In  the  course  of  two  or  three  years 
most  marvellous  results  have  been  achieved.  Little  pieces  of 
ground,  sometimes  only  a  few  square  yards  in  extent,  at  the  front 
and  at  the  rear  of  the  houses  have  been  brought  under  cultivation, 
with  the  result  that  whole  streets  have  been  changed  from  desolate, 
dreary-looking  dwellings  to  scenes  of  beauty.  Now,  the  members 
who  have  banded  themselves  together  with  the  primary  object  of 
making  their  own  homes  beautiful,  have  started  on  an  earnest 
missionary  campaign.  They  have  formed  themselves  into  a  society 
described  as  the  "  Browning  Garden  Friends,  Unlimited,"  the  last 
word  being  chosen  with  a  spice  of  fun  to  show  that  the  aim  of 
the  association  is  to  exclude  nobody.  They  have  affiliated  them- 
selves to  the  Union  of  Horticultural  Mutual  Improvement  Societies, 
which  is  connected  with  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society.  A  strong 
committee  has  been  formed,  and  a  vigorous  plan  of  campaign 
initiated.  The  committee  men  in  each  ward  form  a  Ward  Com- 
mittee, who  canvass  their  neighbours  and  induce  them  to  develop 
gardens.  Those  who  are  thus  induced  to  join  meet  with  Garden 
Friends  to  receive  and  discuss  advice  from  the  Rev.  EH  Dean,  an 
enthusiastic  horticulturist,  who  has  thrown  himself  heart  and  soul 
into  the  movement.  Mr.  Dean  is  also  contributing  an  article  on 
gardening  work  to  the  monthly  journal  issued  in  connection  with 
the  Settlement.  Several  gardening  experts  are  also  rendering 
valuable  assistance,  and  no  member  of  the  Gardening  Friends, 
Unlimited,  will  ever  need  to  find  himself  in  a  difficulty  without 
having  some  one  to  resort  to  for  friendly  help  and  advice.  It  may 
seem  a  comparatively  small  thing  in  its  initial  stages,  but  those 
who  believe  that  the  ideal  foretold  by  the  prophet  of  olden  times, 
when  every  family  shall  have  its  own  plot  of  land,  "every  man 
sitting  under  his  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  none  daring  to  make  him 
afraid."  undoubtedly  see  in  this  departure  of  the  Browning  Gar- 
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dening  Friends,   Unlimited,  one  of  the  steps  leading  towards  the 
realization  of  the  Golden  Age. 

BRASS    BAND,   ORCHESTRA   AND    MALE    VOICE    CHOIR 

These  illustrations  give  a  fine  pictorial  representation  of  an 
interesting  phase  of  work  in  connection  with  the  Brotherhood 
movement.  It  is  an  accepted  principle  that  every  man  can  do 
something,  and  that  his  talents,  whether  few  or  many,  should  be 
utilized  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellows.  The  amount  of  ability  that 
has  been  lying  dormant  in  men  without  even  having  a  chance  of 
displaying  itself  is  pitiable  to  think  of.  The  Brotherhood  move- 
ment provides  the  opportunity  for  every  man  to  give  of  the  best 
that  is  in  him  for  the  common  good.  If  he  cannot  give  an 
address,  sing  a  solo,  preside  at  the  meeting,  or  if  he  feels  unfitted 
to  take  the  part  of  a  visitor,  a  scout,  or  a  steward,  he  may  have 
musical  talent.  There  are  some  brass  bands  and  orchestral  bands 
in  connection  with  Brotherhoods  that  have  worked  themselves  into 
such  a  state  of  efficiency  that  for  ability  would  compare  well  with 
many  a  professional  band.  The  brass  band  in  the  illustration  is 
that  of  the  Norwood  Temperance  Prize  Band,  which  played  so 
important  a  part  in  the  International  Brotherhood  Crusade  at 
Lille,  Brussels  and  Li6ge.  The  band  has  to  its  credit  many 
trophies,  but  the  one  they  are  most  proud  of  is  the  medal  awarded 
by  the  authorities  of  the  Brussels  Exhibition  on  the  occasion  of 
this  visit.  The  Male  Voice  Choir  is  the  one  associated  with  the 
Y.M.C.A.  Brotherhood,  Bristol.  They  are  a  band  of  men  as 
remarkable  for  their  loyalty  to  the  Brotherhood  as  for  their  great 
musical  ability.  Last  year  they  gave  proof  of  their  talent  by 
carrying  off  two  prizes  in  competition,  one  at  the  Eisteddfod  and 
one  at  Chepstow.  The  Orchestral  Band  represents  one  that  has  a 
great  reputation  for  the  excellence  of  its  playing,  and  would  be  an 
acquisition  to  any  society.  It  is  connected  with  the  Hawick  P.S.A. 
Brotherhood,  and  is  of  invaluable  assistance  in  the  musical  portion 
of  the  service. 
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